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Along the Coast

By Margie Plunkett

Plant signs and you might 
grow safety and cooperation: At 
least that’s the hope of a cyclists’ 
advocacy campaign that would 
use new road signs to instruct 
A1A motorists and bicyclists 
how to share the road.

The Florida Department 
of Transportation is working 
with cycling group  zMotion to 
post bicycle safety signs with 
two messages at eight proposed 
areas on A1A, from Boca 
Raton to Manalapan, in a pilot 

program that could expand to 
other areas.

The signs are part of 
zMotion’s “Ride Right. Drive 
Right” campaign to make 
roads safer and save lives by  
educating motorists and cyclists 
to share the road, according 
to Mike Schweiger, CFO of 
Zimmerman Advertising. 
Schweiger also is co-founder of 
zMotion, the Fort Lauderdale 
cycling group that is paying 
for the signs and working with 

Group wants to plant signs 
and seed bicycle safety

By Arden Moore

A few years ago, 
civic leader Peter 
Blum, heading home 
to Manalapan from 
the Peter Blum Family 
YMCA of Boca Raton, 
popped in at an animal 
shelter.

“Our meeting ended 
early and I had some 
time to kill, so I decided 
I would go to the shelter 
and just look around,” 
he says.  A lifelong dog 
lover, Blum convinced 
himself that he would 
just stroll up and down 
the shelter’s corridors 
to greet the leaping and 
yapping dogs vying 
for permanent homes. 
Then he turned the corner and 
spotted a Chow-collie mix 
sitting quietly and making 
direct eye contact. 

“The sign on her cage said 
that her name was Lady and 
that she truly was a lady,” recalls 
Blum. “I put my hand in and she 
licked it. I took her for a walk 
and she walked nicely by my 
side. I adopted her that day.”

Little did Blum know at the 
time that this dog was a lady — 
and more. She has proved to be 
an emotional lifeline to him and 
many others.

On July 1, 2008, Blum’s 
wife, Maureen Ann (known 
as Teena), suffered a stroke 
and received care at Bethesda 
Memorial Hospital in Boynton 
Beach and Harbour’s Edge in 
Delray Beach. Each day, Blum 
and Lady visited Teena.

“I first met Teena when I was 
in the ninth grade in Peoria, 
Ill., and we married the year 
after we graduated from high 
school,” he says. “We had a great 
marriage — made it to 60 years 

Blum and his Lady             
are a hit in therapy settings

Peter Blum and therapy dog Lady 
offer cheer to Bethesda patient Harriet  
Doctor.  Photo by Jerry Lower

See BLUM on page 2

Along the Coast

By Emily J. Minor

These days, news travels fast 
“even when you’re a bohemian 
sort like Billy Blackman” and 
that’s how Blackman found out 
a man died while kitesurfing 
up in Martin County.  
     Fast, and right to the point. 
     “I got a text,” Blackman 
said. “I was actually giving 
a (kitesurfing) lesson, and a 
friend of mine texted me.” 
     Blackman, 46, likes it on the 
edge. A Boynton Beach native 
who now lives in the county 
pocket, he’s been surfing 
since he was 13. He started 
kitesurfing in 1999 after he 
took a trip to Hawaii and 
saw a guy on this odd board, 
skimming across the water, 
a billowing kite zipping him 
along. 
     “I flew back home and 
bought a kite on the Internet 
from Maui,” he said. “I taught 
myself  — no video, no 
instructions, no nothing. It 
took me about a year to figure 
it out.” 
     He has a day job, sure. He 
runs a tree-trimming business. 
     But if the wind is 
kicking up, even just a little, 

Kitesurfers 
and sharks 
often mix

See KITESURFING on page 33
Kitesurfer Billy Blackman takes to the sky off Dog Beach.  
Photo by Krishna Espanet

See SAFETY on page 5

Graphic by Bonnie Lallky-Seibert
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None of us is happy with 
the speed of change.

Many of our neighbors who 
live in the Tradewinds and 
Place Au Soleil neighborhoods 
are upset at how quickly 
the city of Boynton Beach 
embraced and approved a 
Walmart where the former 
Gulfstream Mall sits 
crumbling today. 

While no one debates the 
need to replace this strip-
mall eyesore, there is a strong 
feeling that the approval 
process was fast-tracked with 
too little public discussion.

Contrast that with the 
painfully slow process to 
approve a policy that could 
unite Boynton Beach Fire 
Rescue and Palm Beach 
County Fire Rescue to protect 
the lives of the people who live 
in the unincorporated area 
between Briny Breezes and 
Gulf Stream. 

Right now, if you live in 
— or happen to be in — this 
county pocket and require 
medical attention, fire-rescue 
services are dispatched 
from a county fire station 
on Woolbright Road west of 
Military Trail. This despite 
the proximity of a Boynton 
Beach fire station on Federal 
Highway just across the 
Woolbright Bridge — nearly 
four miles closer.

The 13-minute response 
time from County Fire Rescue 
to treat Bill Dunn was too 
slow and drove some in the 
neighborhood to seek better 
treatment. Since his death in 
November, and because of the 
diligence of pocket resident 
Mike Smollon, elected officials 
have discussed the issue and 

agreed that something needs 
to be done. The County has 
written an agreement, but 
nothing yet has been signed.

In oversimplified terms, 
here is how this mutual aid 
agreement should work: 
When a life-threatening 
event happens in the 
unincorporated area, the 
closest available rescue crew 
(Boynton Beach) should be 
dispatched, while the county 
rescue crew is dispatched to 
the Federal Highway station 
for backup. This provides the 
critical response time needed 
for most cardiac or respiratory 
issues, while still providing 
coverage in the rest of the 
Boynton Beach service area.

Representatives from 
Boynton Beach suggest this 
inter-local agreement may 
take some time and could 
include a fiscal component, 
so is not yet scheduled to go 
before the Boynton Beach City 
Commission. Once Boynton 
approves the agreement, it will 
return to the County for final 
approval.  

Both government entities 
are working to move this 
agreement forward, but in 
contrast to the speed of the 
Walmart approval process, 
the wheels of government are 
moving slowly. 

There are elderly people 
and infants living in the 
unincorporated area. Let’s 
pray that another resident (or 
visitor) does not have a grave 
medical issue arise before this 
life-saving agreement can be 
approved. 
  
 Jerry Lower, Publisher 
 Mary Kate Leming, Editor
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Peter Blum adopted Lady (below)  and later trained her to be a therapy dog who visits patients 
and staff at local hospitals and assisted living centers. Photo by Jerry Lower

— but she never recovered 
from the stroke. I’d say, ‘Lady 
is here’ and once in a while 
Teena would go, ‘Oooohhh.’ ”

During their marriage, they 
built a successful furniture 
business and worked together 
to give time and money to 
many worthy charities in Palm 
Beach County. 

When Teena passed away 
on Jan. 30, 2009, Lady helped 
Blum find another way to 
bring joy to others. 

They underwent training to 
certify Lady as a therapy dog. 
Each week, they visit patients 
and staff at the same facilities 
where Teena received care.

“Hi, I’m Pete and this is 
Lady,” says Blum as he greets 
Harriet Doctor, on the mend 
from surgery for a broken arm. 

“Oh, she is absolutely 
beautiful,” says Doctor. “She 
reminds me of a dog I used to 
have named Inky. Thank you 
so much.”

Outside the room, Kay 
Harvey, executive director 
of the Bethesda Hospital 

Foundation, watches the 
exchange. 

“Peter is a true people-
person,” says Harvey. “He 
serves as vice chair of our 
foundation. He’s a great 
combination of being a first-
level businessman and an 
amazing individual who 
reaches out to those in need. 
He’s the best.”

A youthful-looking 80, 
Blum starts each morning 
with a six-mile walk with 
Lady in Gulf Stream where he 
proudly declares, “Lady knows 
every dog in Gulf Stream and 
everyone knows Lady. I’m 
sometimes referred to as that 
guy who is with Lady.”

Blum smiles, content with 
being “that guy” to a dog who 
has proven to be a lady — and 
much more. 

For more details on therapy 
pets, turn to Page 37 and Arden 
Moore’s Paws Up for Pets! column.

Continued from page 1

BLUM:

NOMINATE SOMEONE 
TO BE A COASTAL STAR 
Send a note to news@

thecoastalstar.com or call 
337-1553.
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By Robert Ganger
This month, the Florida 

Coalition for Preservation 
celebrates its third anniversary.  
Our mission remains 
unchanged: to champion 
responsible development on 
the barrier island and in our 
coastal communities. 

We remain grateful to 
the readers of The Coastal 
Star who have supported our 
ongoing involvement in the 
potential redevelopment of 
Briny Breezes, as one of many 
initiatives. 

We are your watchdog. 
Our members often ask how 

we can remain active in these 
difficult economic times. After 
all, large-scale development has 
ground to a halt throughout the 
region. Behind the scenes, state 
and local permitting authorities 
are making it easier for 
developers to launch projects.  
We all share a common 
nightmare, that standards for 
building near the ocean or 
Intracoastal Waterway might 
be relaxed to make it easier for 
a developer to overbuild. 

The mantra in the building 
industry now states:  “The best 
position is to be the first son, 
the second wife, or the third 
developer.” Nimble developer/
investors are now emerging to 
pick up the pieces of failed or 
failing projects for pennies on 
the dollar.

Case in point:  The new 
Walmart development in 
Boynton Beach will assume 
a decrepit commercial /
entertainment site on South 
Federal Highway, directly 
across from the western border 
of Gulf Stream and only a 

few hundred yards from the 
Intracoastal.  City taxpayers 
have invested more than  
$2 million to “stabilize” the 
site, and future incentives are 
promised to Wal-Mart Inc. 
The Coalition and several 
civic groups are committed to 
seeing that the plan recognizes 
legitimate concerns for the 
safety and quality of life in 
surrounding quiet residential 
neighborhoods.

Another case involves the 
Sea Horse Club on A1A, just 
south of Briny Breezes.  Plans 
for a three-story, 42-unit 
condominium on a 3.5-acre 
site went awry when the 
market collapsed.  A respected 
developer recently purchased 
the property out of bankruptcy, 
hoping to substitute a seven-
story building on the ocean, 
and possibly other residences 
on what had been tennis courts 
west of A1A.  The developer is 
exploring avenues to stretch the 
spirit or language of existing 
codes to maximize economic 
return on his investment.  

As with Walmart, a new 
Sea Horse will emerge on an 
abandoned site. A responsible 
development will respect the 
collective will of barrier island 
residents to limit building 
height and unit density.

Let us know how you feel 
and we will do our best to 
preserve the essence of our 
unique coastal community.  
Please visit our website at www.
preservationfla.org for the 
latest news and how to become 
involved.

Robert Ganger is president  
of the Florida Coalition for 
Preservation.

Community must keep eye 
on developers picking up 

pieces of failed plans

Local Voices G U L F  S T R E A MG U L F  S T R E A MG U L F  S T R E A MG U L F  S T R E A M

Just north of its adjoining property, the famous Gulf Stream Golf Club, sits this newly 
constructed deep water estate on an unequalled point lot of the Intracoastal Waterway. Designed by a
well known architect who has imbued the home with warmth, elegance and charm throughout the 
interior- the five bedrooms, six full and two one-half baths and an unusually spectacular kitchen; he has
also situated the home to take in the magnificent vistas that a home with 330 feet of continuous water
frontage will command. Other spectacular amenities include an elevator, three car garage and grand
entry foyer with dramatic circular staircase. $7,950,000. Call for your private, personal tour.

900 East Atlantic Avenue • Delray Beach, FL 33483 • 561-276-6002 • cell 561-715-2133
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Manalapan

Three town manager 
candidates, selected from 
about 300 résumés received in 
a search after Greg Dunham 
resigned from the job, will face 
Manalapan commissioners at a 
March 22 interview. 

Commissioners set a 
salary range of $80,000 to 
$120,000, but agreed that they 
could stretch higher or lower 
depending on the experience 
of the candidate when they 
finally make an offer.

Each candidate will be 
interviewed separately by 
the panel during a special 
meeting that begins at 9:30 

a.m., followed by a group 
lunch. Each commissioner 
will submit evaluations 
of the candidates and the 
results will be assembled at 
the commissioners’ regular 
meeting March 23.

The candidates are: Michael 
W. Alvis of Roanoke, Va., a 
vice president of ITT Corp., 
Anthony G. Otte of Lake 
Wales, former city manager 
for Lake Wales; Ronald W. 
Stock of Lamar, Colo., city 
administrator of Lamar and a 
former Leesburg city manager. 

— Margie Plunkett

Three vie for manager
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Vivian Brooks really needs 
an education on our economy, 
and the sooner the better for 
Boynton Beach.  

I believe small businesses 
are responsible for more than 
50 percent of the United States 
economy and that recent data 

show that figure to be even 
higher in the state of Florida. 

For an assistant director 
of the Community 
Redevelopment Agency to 
view the days of shopping at 
mom-and-pops as long gone is 
ludicrous. 

She needs to embrace the 
small businesses that pump 
money into the city that pays 
her salary. 

LaRonda Denkler
Vince Canning Shoes

Delray Beach

Letters to the Editor
Small businesses have a big impact

I just wanted you to know 
that you publish a quality 
paper. The stories and articles 
are interesting and I usually 
find something new that I 

want to buy. (Shame on you!)
I always let the people I 

speak to know that I found 
them in your paper. We 
business owners need to look 

out for one another. All the 
best for a great 2010!

Kimberlee Duke Marshall
Ocean Ridge

I contacted the Ocean 
Ridge Police Department 
in January and requested a 
representative come to talk 
to Colonial Ridge Club about 
crime prevention. 

On Feb. 4, Lt. Chris 

Yannuzzi and Investigator 
Hal Hutchins presented a 
crime prevention workshop. 
Topics included identity 
theft, Internet theft and 
personal protection. With 
35 people in attendance, 
Yannuzzi and Hutchins 
provided useful and 
common-sense information 
to make us safer. 

Ocean Ridge is a 
safe community, but 
crime doesn’t stop at the 
Intracoastal and crime 
prevention is a partnership 
between the police and 
citizens. In addition to the 

presentation, handouts were 
provided. The response 
from the residents was 
very positive. The Ocean 
Ridge Police Department 
should be commended for 
the quick response to our 
request for crime prevention 
information and the 
professional workshop.

Keep your doors, windows 
and cars locked, and if 
you get the feeling that 
something isn’t right, call the 
police.

Norm Provost
Ocean Ridge

Articles and ads both have appeal

Crime prevention requires partnership

Letters: The Coastal Star 
welcomes letters to the 
editor about issues in the 
community. These are 
subject to editing and must 
include your name, address 
and phone number. Mail 
to 5011 N. Ocean Blvd., #2, 
Ocean Ridge, FL 33435 or 
email editor @thecoastalstar.
com.



the South Florida Bicycle 
Coalition.

The campaign was started 
after a reported conflict 
between bicyclists and 
motorist in Boca Raton and 
following the death of a young 
woman who was biking a year 
ago, Schweiger said.

Carmen Li, senior engineer 
in training at FDOT in Fort 
Lauderdale, said that the point 
is “mostly to better educate 
bicyclists and motorists to ease 
the conflict.” 

The state has approved the 
signs’ content, including one 
that tells motorists to give 
cyclists a 3-foot berth when 
passing. The other says cyclists 
should not ride more than two 
abreast. 

It also approved, with 

minor modifications, a 
zMotion proposal that includes 
the placement of 16 signs, two 
in each of eight areas.

ZMotion must now apply 
for a permit from the state.

FDOT didn’t want to 
overdo signage.  “We don’t 

want it to overkill. If we have 
a lot of signs, it will lose its 
target value,” Li said. The state 
will study the effectiveness of 
the signs once they’re in place, 
she said.

ZMotion has spoken with 
municipalities in the area, 
Schweiger said. “They are all 
very supportive.”

If all goes well with 
permitting and fabrication, 
Schweiger hopes to have signs 
in place in a month or two. The 
cost of posting the signs could 
amount to roughly $15,000 to 
$20,000, he estimated.

Jim Smith, chairman of 
Safety As Floridians Expect, 
said he was glad to hear the test 

will go forward. Especially out-
of-state motorists won’t become 
familiar with the requirement 
to give cyclists 3-foot clearance 
until signs are posted, he said.

The onus of safety isn’t 
just on the motorist, however, 
Smith said. “It’s a shared 
responsibility.”
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The Bunny Hiatt and Jack Elkins Collection

277A South Ocean Blvd • Manalapan, FL 33462 • Telephone + 1-561-588-1510
www.engelvoelkers.com/manalapan • Finest Real Estate

Bunny Hiatt: 561-818-6044 • bunny.hiatt@engelvoelkers.com
Jack Elkins: 561-373-2198 •  jack.elkins@engelvoelkers.com

221 N. Atlantic: Prestigious  Hypoluxo Island 11,981 sq. ft.
estate w/100’ water frontage and 276’ depth. Enjoy poolside
relaxation, gracious entertaining & boating lifestyle (deep-water
dock can accommodate approx. +/-100’ yacht. 2-story Georgian
home has 6BR/7BA+. Offered fully furnished for $6.995M

1425 Lands End Road: Incredible estate, direct Intracoastal in
Pt. Manalapan w/wide-water views, 7BR/6BA+, newly 
constructed 11,890 sq. ft. home. Rich details, custom finishes
throughout, white marble, soaring ceilings, barrel-vaulted 
galleries & wrought-iron. Membership to Ritz Carlton
Manalapan included. Offered for $7.995M

1419 Lands End Road:Remarkable Intracoastal home.
Gorgeous water views from expansive wrap-around 2nd floor
deck. Gigantic master suite with private office, media room,
massage room & sauna. Contemporary 5BR/5BA+ home offers
a picturesque pool area and incredible private dock. Furnished,
truly a turnkey. Offered for $6.545M

609 Atlantic Drive: Private gated home on Hypoluxo Island.
Direct wide Intracoastal with dock minutes to inlet. Home offers
4BR/4.5BA, with high ceilings, marble floors, European
kitchen, sauna room, covered Loggia and geat pool area all with 
water Views. Offered for $2.595M.

Gulf Stream

By Margie Plunkett

The Seahorse Bath and 
Tennis Club, a $90 million 
oceanfront condominium 
project swamped by the 
housing downturn, is being 
resuscitated by the Kolter 
Group LLC.

The West Palm Beach-based 
developer is in the process of 
taking title to the property, 
Kolter Residential President 
Bob Vail said.

“Once that happens,” he said, 
“we will begin a completely 
new design process in earnest, 
with the intention of creating 
a property that’s respectful of 
the location and surrounding 
communities.”

The Seahorse, with 42 
proposed residential units on a 
3.5-acre plot of unincorporated 
county property between Gulf 
Stream and Briny Breezes, was 
scrapped in 2008. A foreclosure 
suit filed in 2009 resulted in a 
$21 million judgment for Bank 
of America Corp. The beach 
property that straddled A1A 
was put up for bid at foreclosure 
auction in Palm Beach County 
Feb. 25, with a minimum 
required bid of $15.5 million. 
But the highest offer was just 
more than $1.6 million.

Evidence of the project’s 
revival appeared when the site 
was cleaned up. A Jan. 7 letter 
from John MacGillis, Palm 
Beach County zoning director, 
responding to Seahorse’s 
inquiry, confirmed that the site 
could be developed at a density 
of 12 units per acre for a total 
of 42 units, noting that minor 
redesign modifications wouldn’t 
necessitate a public hearing. 

Gulf Stream commissioners 
briefly addressed changes at the 
Seahorse during their February 

meeting.  The town has an 
interest in the property as a 
neighbor and has an agreement 
with Boynton Beach that it 
won’t oppose annexations 
as long as restrictions such 
as a height limit of 35 feet 
and a density of 6 units per 
acre were heeded, according 
to a newsletter published 
by the Florida Coalition for 
Preservation.

The newsletter also says that 
a new developer of Seahorse, 
which it doesn’t name, may try 
to gain approval of a seven-
story building, twice the height 
of the initial design, and has 
talked with Boynton Beach 
about possible annexation.

“The developer has told a 
few people that he can design 
a building that maintains the 
density that’s approved by the 
county and give a considerable 
more land space than was the 
case with the Seahorse that 
was approved several years 
ago,” said Robert Ganger of 
the Coalition. “You could 
argue that it is not more than 
a mathematical exercise. 
Whether or not he has a design 
or a specific building that’s 
seven stories, we don’t know.”

But Ganger made clear the 
Coalition’s position. “We’ve 
told him we’re not particularly 
pleased with the concept of a 
seven-story building, because 
we worked pretty hard with the 
previous builder to maintain 
the 35 feet.”

The 32-unit property, built 
in the 1950s or ’60s, was cleared 
after Cincinnati developer JFP 
Development Group proposed 
the new Seahorse condos in 
2007, but reportedly presold 
fewer than a dozen units 
before the project was 
scrapped.

WPB firm developing 
Seahorse project

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
Job no: 6042   Size: 6 x 9”
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Continued from page 1

SAFETY:

Bike safety signs
The proposed A1A 
locations where proposed 
bicycle safety signs would 
be placed. 
1. South of Camino Real at 
Boca Inlet
2. South of Spanish River 
near Spanish River Park
3. Near Ambassador East 
condo in Highland Beach
4. North of Pelican Lane 
and south of George Bush 
Boulevard in Delray Beach
5. North of Ridge 
Boulevard in Ocean Ridge
6. At the intersection of 
Ocean Avenue in Ocean 
Ridge
7. Just over the border 
into Manalapan, just north 
of the bridge at Ocean 
Inlet Park 
8. Just south of the 
Ritz-Carlton and Ocean 
Avenue
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Chilly temperatures be 
damned, we’re warming 
up. I mean, what else are 
we supposed to do in South 
Florida? Fortunately, a little 
chilly weather here is better 
than most of the weather up 
north, and the folks who live 
and work along the beach 
avenues don’t let a few degrees 
get in the way of a good time.

There are not too many 
places this time of year where 
you’d find John McEnroe 
playing tennis in the middle 
of the street. But there he 
was in Delray Beach on the 
usually bumper-to-bumper 
Atlantic Avenue, on Feb. 19, 
trading shots and banter with 
Davis Cupper and Top 20 
player Ronald Agenor. They 
were promoting the following 
week’s Delray International 
Tennis Championships. 

“Do we have to stop when 
the light turns red,” McEnroe 
joked to umpire du jour 
Woodie McDuffie, also known 
as Delray’s mayor.

“Can we fix the road, 
mayor? We got a problem 
here,” McEnroe persisted 
good-naturedly. Of course, 
were this the real world and 
a quarter of century earlier, 
McDuffie might have longed 
for the civility of City Hall 
politics. But this time it was 
just for fun when hizzoner 
called a return out and 
Johnny Mac conjured up the 
past, tossing his racquet and 
uttering those famous words, 
“You cannot be serious!”

                       
The weekend before, despite 

rain on Friday and the chilly 
weather, Delray’s Garlic Fest 
was a winner, thanks largely to 
the “no problem, mon” music 
of The Wailers. A week later, 
a reported 400 artists at Lake 
Worth’s 16th annual Street 
Painting Festival paved the 
streets with chalk works. 

With a crowd estimated 
near 100,000, perhaps the city 
needs to look at limiting the 
crowds, limiting the artists, 
increasing the space or all of 
the above. Too bad the art is 
temporary.

                       
More art is on the way in 

Lake Worth, for a cause — 
Haitian earthquake relief. Area 
artists have pledged to craft 
and decorate at least 500 bowls 
for the Haitian Empty Bowl 
project. From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on March 20, purchasers can 
take the bowls to 16 of the 
city’s restaurants and food 
specialty shops for samples of 
their menu items. The bowls 
will be sold at Clay Glass 
Metal Stone Gallery for $25 
each (four for $80) in advance, 
$35 without reservation. All 
proceeds will benefit orphaned 
children of Haiti. Call 215-205-
9441.

                       
McEnroe was a passing 

fancy on Atlantic; chefs can 

be, too! For a year, Delray 
has been all abuzz about the 
teaming of restaurateur David 
Manero with legendary chef 
Mark Militello at The Office, 
Manero’s new “gastro-pub” 
at the corner of Second and 
Atlantic. Less than three 
months after The Office 
opened, however, Militello is 
gone.

Manero’s Feb. 26 
announcement was short and 
sweet: “Mark Militello was 
released from his duties by 
David Manero Restaurants. 
We wish him well in his future 
endeavors.”

A member of the “Mango 
Gang” that gave South 
Florida its culinary identity 
in the mid-’80s, Militello has 
practiced his craft at several 
self-named restaurants — 
including Mark’s in the 
Park in Boca and Mark’s 
CityPlace in West Palm 
— all since closed. And as 
soon as the pairing of the 
two strong personalities was 
announced, some skeptics 
began wondering how long it 
would last.

Larry LaValley, executive 
chef at Manero’s Vic & 
Angelo’s across the street, will 
run both kitchens. Francy 
Deskin remains chef d’cuisine. 
Manero will keep his gastro-
pub concept: fish, chops 
and even burgers with “The 
Office” branded into the bun, 
an assortment of craft beers, 
impressive wines, imaginative 
cocktails, an indoor/outdoor 
bar and state-of-the-art sound 
system.

Manero’s wife, Lynn, has 
handled the decor — her 15th 
restaurant — contrasting 
dark wood paneling in the 
dining room with glossy 
chrome-accented panels in 
the bar. Hundreds of books 
adorn the walls, from A Year 
in Architecture to Michael 
Jackson: The Man in the 
Mirror to Are You Hungry 
Tonight? Elvis’ Favorite Recipes. 
Enhancing the office mood: an 
array of mailboxes from an old 
post office that serves as a wine 
rack and, near the front door, a 
bright red Royal Quiet Deluxe 
(a strange contraption called a 

typewriter). 
In their quest for green, 

the Maneros have gone green. 
They bottle their own water, 
distilled through a triple 
filtration system. The fireplace 
is powered by ethanol. All 
paper products, from the place 
mats to restroom towels, are 
made from recycled paper.

Manero has worked hard 
to get the word out. Business 
has been brisk. Ultimately, its 
success could be determined 
by a phone call: “Hi, honey. 
Don’t fix dinner for me. I’m 
working late at The Office.”

                       
Before you know it, summer 

will be here and Florida Stage 
will be gone… at least from 
Manalapan. Rehearsals are 
in full swing for Dr. Radio, 
the penultimate production 
at the playhouse in Plaza 
del Mar, running March 24 
through May 2.  That will be 
followed by When the Sun 
Shone Brighter, and then the 
company will move to its new 
home at the Kravis Center. 

The current production, 
Sins of the Mother, which is 
sold out, is the most popular 
non-musical in the 23-year 
history of Florida Stage.

“I think our fans see this 
at the beginning of the end 
and the beginning of the 
beginning,” marketing director 
Michael Gepner said. “There 
is some nostalgia — that there 
won’t be many more shows 
here — but ultimately, it’s the 
quality of the show. If it isn’t a 
good production, people aren’t 
gonna come.” 

Incidentally, Florida Stage 
recently attracted the attention 
of The Wall Street Journal, 
which reviewed Sins of the 
Mother and offered: “The cast 
is ideal, the staging ferociously 
right. This is a show with 
no weak links, one that in a 
better-regulated world would 
now be playing on Broadway.”

                       
Biologists are citing at least 

one positive from the recent 
arctic blasts: They weren’t kind 
to nuisance non-native reptiles 
such as pythons and, yuck, 
iguanas, which apparently 
died in record numbers. 

Spring? 
Spring!

Along the Avenues

Sci-SlimTM finally arrives in Delray!

The Scientific Breakthrough: Sci-SlimTM turns your body into 
a fat-burning machine, breaking down the fat in your body 
for fuel, targeting, sculpting -- and you are NOT HUNGRY.  

         Very Affordable • No Diet Pills .     

         99% Success Rate • No Hunger

1-561-279-SLIM     www.sci-slim.com
1-877-323-DIET  Call now to start your new life!

Introductory Pricing:
20% Off
March Only!

The Office has a green theme, and it’s already recycled its 
chef. Marc Militello left the new ‘gastro-pub’ less than three 
months after it opened. Photo by Thom Smith
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Unfortunately, the cold also 
hurt manatees and sea turtles, 
but if awareness can help, 
several beachfront hotels do 
their part by protecting nests 
and offering information to 
their guests. 

Now the Ritz-Carlton 
Palm Beach has gone a flipper 
further. In cooperation with 
the Loggerhead Marinelife 
Center in Juno Beach, the 
Ritz has adopted Gilda, a 
leatherback that has been fitted 
with a satellite-tracking device. 
Guests, staff and children in 
the resort’s AquaNuts program 
will be able to follow her 
movements on the Internet.

                       
And the Academy Award 

goes to … Oscar parties on 
March 7. 

Guests at Cafe L’Europe 
in Palm Beach dress as their 
favorite movie stars or screen 
characters. Four-course 
dinner, plenty of champagne, 
big-screen TV for $115. 
Reservations a must at 655-
4020.

The Fifth Annual Delray 
Beach Film Festival throws 
its own Oscar party that night 
from 7 p.m. to midnight at 
Bluefish Restaurant. Red 
carpet, live auction, dinner 
and one cocktail for $30. The 
festival, running March 22-28, 
will honor Barry Bostwick 
(Rocky Horror Picture Show) as 

its creative chair and Sharon 
Gless (Cagney & Lacey) and 
Jessica Walter (Play Misty for 
Me) with lifetime achievement 
awards. Tickets online only at 
www.dbff.us.

The new Omphoy Ocean 
Resort Palm Beach will host 
Oscar Night America Live from 
Hollywood!, a benefit for the 
Palm Beach International 
Film Festival (April 22-26), at 
7 p.m. Oscar attire. Cocktails 
and dinner at Michelle 
Bernstein Restaurant for $250, 
or cocktails and Oscar party 
with “an array of heavy hors 
d’oeuvres,” whatever they are, 
for $125. Info at pbifilmfest.org.

                       
Call it a consolidation. 

Boynton Beach’s green markets 
have moved east. Formerly 
at the Boynton Mall and 
the Schoolhouse Museum, 
everything now will be held 
every Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday through May 8 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Green 
Market Cafe at 400 E. Boynton 
Beach Blvd. The program 
now includes a bakery, a deli, 
produce and an urban farming 
project with plans to establish 
a permanent downtown public 
marketplace. (561-752-8598).

Thom Smith 
is a freelance 
writer. He can 
be reached at 
thomsmith@
ymail.com

Continued from page 18

AVENUES:

Á la carte – First course from $12
Main course from $34
Four-course Petit Tasting Menu - $95
Seven-course Grand Tasting Menu - $145

Prices are per person and do not include tax or service charge.  

For reservations, please call 561-659-8480 | Complimentary Valet Parking
The Breakers  | One South County Road, Palm Beach  | www.thebreakers.com

Everything You’d Expect 
From A Fine French Restaurant 

Except The Attitude.

BH 28142 Coastal Star_LEscalier_MECH:Layout 3  2/25/10  9:23 AM  Page 1
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By Margie Plunkett

The Manalapan library’s 
refurbishment wish list could 
soon take shape if the newly 
kicked-off fundraising effort 
continues at the current pace: 
The drive has received more 
than $26,000 in donations 
and pledges, according to 
organizers.

“We’re very fortunate to have 
this library. We want to make 
it more comfortable, inviting 
for people to come,” said Joan 
Bernstein, who is heading 
coordination and fundraising 
for the volunteer committee 
behind the project for the 
J. Turner Moore Memorial 
Library. 

Committee members Mary 
Thornton of MET Interiors and 
Sophy Isaac are volunteering 
design services.

The committee detailed 
refurbishments with a total 
price tag of an estimated 
$75,000 in a Feb. 9 letter asking 
residents for contributions to 
fund the project.  “This will be 
a work in progress,” Bernstein 
said. “We’re hoping to start 
this summer with the ceiling, 
electric and lights and maybe 
some furniture.”

The drop ceiling that’s been 
in the library since it was built 
in 1981 would be replaced 
with new raised panel tiles and 
recessed lighting would replace 
the current fluorescents at a 
cost of about $35,000.

The refurbishment list also 
includes replacing paneling on 
the library’s round wall — a 
reminder that the library was 
built around a 400,000 gallon 
municipal water tank — with 
Sheetrock at an estimated 
$5,000. The carpet would be 
replaced, either with vinyl 
hardwood or new carpeting for 
about $15,000. Painting would 
cost $10,000 and replacing 
or reupholstering furniture, 
$10,000.

In addition to providing 
books and other material for 
members to check out, the 
library hosts presentations, 
group meetings including the 
book club, a reading hour for 
children and computer classes.  
One of the latest events, for 
instance, a February lecture by 
Dr. Christos Papatheodorou 
on the Olympics, drew about 
60 people to the small facility, 
Thornton said. 

Because Manalapan has its 
own library, residents don’t 
pay the Palm Beach County 
Library Tax, which the library 
committee estimated would be 

$550 a year for each $1 million 
of assessed home value — or 
a total $500,000 for the whole 
town, the letter to residents 
says. Library members pay 
annual dues of $25 for residents 
and $35 for nonresidents. 

The library welcomes all 
donations and will give special 
recognition to those who 
donate $2,000 or more at the 
benefactor level or $5,000 or 
more at the Friends of the 
Library level, Bernstein said. 
The committee asks that 
contributors make checks to 
the Town of Manalapan, but 
also note on the check it’s for 
Library Refurbishment.

About $14,800 has been 
collected for the refurbishment 
fund, Finance Director Linda 
Stumpf told Manalapan 
commissioners at their Feb. 23 
meeting. The balance of pledges 
hasn’t yet been received.

“The response from the 
community is extremely 
positive,” Bernstein’s husband, 
Commissioner William 
Bernstein, said at the 
meeting.

Library’s fund-raising 
and planning move briskly

OCEAN
RIDGE 

YACHT CLUB    
5584 N. Ocean Blvd.

European elegance, 
beautifully renovated,
spectacuLar kitchen, 

2 BDRM with a library,
2100 SF, gated

community, deeded
beach access, corner unit.

$639,000

OCEAN RIDGE
YACHT CLUB

5602-5610 North Ocean
Blvd.The most spectacular
town homes in Palm Beach

County with deep water
boat docks. New construc-

tion, elevator, 4000 SF, 4
BDRM, 4 1/2 baths, 4 sold,
2 remain. Beautiful water
views. Most outstanding
buy in today's market.

Closeout  price, reduced to
$1.2M, and $1.4M

101 Island Drive
S., OCEAN

RIDGE     
This is the best value on

the water, with a 
mesmerizing Intracoastal

Waterway view, 
3 BDRM, 2800 SF, 2 car
garage, and a sweeping

front yard on a beautiful
street. Great for a boater,
21 to 30 ft. boat. $899K  

DUNES OF
OCEAN RIDGE
Luxury town home with

breathtaking ocean
views, steps from the
most beautiful beach,

overlooking the pool and
ocean 3000 SF, 3 BDRM,

2 1/2 baths, boat dock
available, exercise room,
gated community. Must

be seen. $1.25M

MARINA
VILLAGE     

Spectacular ocean and
intracoastal views from

the 15th floor, south side
of the south building,

nothing to block
the view, 2 bedrooms,

2 1/2 baths, resort
style living, spectacular

pool, $395K

BERMUDA 
HIGH WEST
2150 S. Ocean Blvd.,

Delray Beach
Spacious 2500 SF, 

3 bedroom, 3 bath, 
Rare opportunity, 
great views of the

intracoastal, Formal
dining room, eat in

kitchen, 2 car garage,
Beach club, $499K

REALTY ASSOCIATES
Ernie Varvarikos, Realtor

Ocean Ridge Resident
561-704-8136 • Email: varikos@bellsouth.net

Manalapan

A resident fundraising effort  is underway to refurbish the interior 
of Manalapan’s library.   Photo by Jerry Lower
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Gerald Kent  Shortz

PERSONAL: 73; divorced; two children; 
premed degree, Wabash College; 
medical degree, Northwestern 
University.

PROFESSIONAL: Former Air Force flight 
surgeon; retired orthopedic surgeon. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: Manalapan commissioner, 1978-
2002; mayor 1988-2002; vice mayor, 1984-88. 

POSITION ON ISSUES: Opposes any density increase. 
Priority is beach preservation, on which he long has 
worked, including currently developing protocols for the 
new sand transfer plant at the inlet. Also strongly supports 
refurbishment of the new library through private funds 
rather than public funds. 

QUOTE: “The hot button in this town right now is density, 
and I’ve always been opposed to any increase in density. 
I’m a great believer in green space, adequate setbacks for 
buildings, etc.”

Louis DeStefano

PERSONAL: 67; single; bachelor’s in 
English, Long Island University. 

PROFESSIONAL: CEO of Thermatix 
company. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: Serves on town zoning 
commission; former chair and vice chair of Manalafest; 
former architectural commission vice chair, former library 
board member. 

POSITION ON ISSUES: Favors single-family homes over 
development of parcels with multiple dwellings and town 
homes. Wants to keep setbacks and height restrictions and 
maintain and continue the style of living. Would be vigilant 
regarding the new sand transfer plant and maintaining the 
beauty of the beach. 

QUOTE: “I am the only candidate who is a homeowner both 
on the Point and on the barrier island on the ocean. That has 
made me uniquely sensitive to issues that pertain to both.”

Seniors: The insurability of your healthy lifestyle
remains unrelated to the recent declines in stocks, bonds
and real estate.  Let us show you how to leverage this
valuable marketable asset through the premium 
financing of additional life insurance or the sale of an
existing policy to the open market.

TSS GROUP
TRICOASTAL SETTLEMENT SOLUTIONS

561.247.5540
Tss.grp@gmail.com  

www.tricoastgroup.com

Please join us for a very special

Spri ng 
Fa shion 
Show
Tuesday, March 9th 
1pm

Center Courtyard • Live Music

Located in the heart of Manalapan on the corner of S. Ocean Blvd 
& Ocean Ave across from the Ritz Carlton • (561) 762-5340

THE CASHMERE SHOP
CHICO’S
EVELYN & ARTHUR
JEWELRY ARTISANS
NATIVE SUN
STEPPING OUT
VIA CONDOTTI

Short-Reg-Long Rise
FREE & PROMPT

Alterations by Tarsilla
Sansabelt•Sportif•Higgins
Berle•HoldUp Suspender

Ballin•Austin Reed•Palm Beach
Loudmouth Golf

TUXEDO RENTALS
& SALES

Women's and Men's
outside alterations too

Chuck Dussmann
Wardrobe consultant since 1964

Custom Clothier 
& Shirt Maker

Trinity•Austin Reed
Palm Beach

Cardeens Shirts
DeSantis Imported Neckwear

Zelli Footwear 
Handcrafted in Italy

By appt. in the convenience 
of your home or office

561-278-5626    or     561-254-7656
439 East Atlantic Avenue Delray Beach ~ trousershop.com

"Have tape measure....will travel"

SEAT 4

Manalapan

By Pamela Goodman 
and Corinne Miller

Suppose they held an 
election and no one came. 
That is exactly what will 
happen on March 9 when 29 
municipalities elect mayors 
and governing bodies in this 
year’s round of nonpartisan 
municipal elections. 

Of the 75 elected positions 
to be filled only 23 are 
contested. In 13 communities 
the polls will be closed, as no 
challenges were filed for any of 
the open spots. 

While this may save 
some money, what does it 
say about our democracy? Is 
everyone perfectly satisfied 
with the mostly unchallenged 
incumbents? Does no one care 
to serve in local government 
because they think it doesn’t 
matter?

Combined with low voter 
turnout for local races, the lack 

of political contests is a telling 
commentary on the state of 
public understanding of our 
system of government.

Sometimes the decisions 
on the local level have a more 
profound effect on the quality 
of our daily lives than those of 
the Tallahassee or Washington 
crowd. 

It is at the local level 
that we can influence such 
questions as these: Should 
we build a library in town 
or hire more police officers? 
What is the cost of garbage 
collection? Do our zoning laws 
protect the community from 
overdevelopment?

Who makes these decisions 
where you live?

If you live in Boynton 
Beach, Delray Beach, 
Manalapan, Ocean Ridge or 
South Palm Beach, be sure to 
vote on March 9.

Be sure to learn who is 
running so that you can make 

an informed choice. Many 
community Web sites have 
lists of candidates or sample 
ballots.  

Additionally, beyond 
this month’s election, try 
attending your local town 
commission meeting as an 
observer.  You will be amazed 
at what you will learn about 
your community in only one 
meeting!  

Better yet, volunteer to 
sit on a town commission 
committee. In addition to 
the donation of your time 
and civic engagement, your 
participation and knowledge 
gained could make the next 
best candidate on the next 
municipal election ballot!

Pamela Goodman is 
on the board of directors for the 
League of Women Voters of Florida 
and Corinne Miller is a member 
of the League of Women Voters of 
Palm Beach County.

‘All politics is local’: Municipal elections March 9
Local Voices

Tom Thornton (incumbent)

PERSONAL: 63; married; two children; 
BA Notre Dame;  MBA Long Island 
University. 

PROFESSIONAL: Consultant in restaurant 
and retail industry; former CEO of several 

retail and restaurant chains. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: Seeking fourth two-year term. 

POSITION ON ISSUES: Very important how to handle two 
major pieces of property, the Benjamin property and Plaza 
Del Mar. In best of worlds, Plaza Del Mar would have all retail, 
and Benjamin only single-family homes. Also the large water 
plant that serves the town and almost all of Hypoluxo. It’s 
tough to be as efficient as we’d like to be, because of the 
very small amount of customers. We’re a small town with a 
large water plant. Normally you wouldn’t find that. So we 
really have to focus and pay very close attention to the water 
plant in terms of the infrastructure, in terms of the age of the 
pipes, in terms of what we build. All of that needs constant 
scrutiny. So that’s an issue for the future in terms of the 
future spending of this town. 

QUOTE: “As far as I know Manalapan has the lowest millage 
rate in Palm Beach County. That’s been a lot of hard work by 
the current commission, in tough times economically. We’re 
very strict with our money and consequently able to get the 
lowest millage rate.”

Howard Roder

PERSONAL: 73, married; one child; 
bachelor’s degree in accounting and 
master’s in administration, University at 
Albany-State University of New York. 

PROFESSIONAL: Retired; formerly one of 
largest independent propane distributors in New York State. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: Serves on town architectural 
commission; no previous elected office. 

POSITION ON ISSUES: Against any townhouses or multiple-
family dwellings in any part of Manalapan. Priorities are 
to aggressively guard against fiscal waste, and increase 
the efficiency and effectiveness of the water department 
operation that he considers the town’s most important asset. 

QUOTE: “The main thing is not to accept the statue quo. We 
need people that have the time, the knowledge and the 
expertise to make sure we’re carrying out all these functions 
in the best interests of all the residents. I’m retired, I have the 
time and the knowledge.”

SEAT 6

Robert Evans, unopposed incumbent
SEAT 2
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Scollo Painting Inc.
• Painting Interior/Exterior

• Popcorn Removal
• Knockdown Textures

• Crown Molding
• Drywall Repairs

JOHN~CELL: 561-306-1813
Licensed & Insured             PB Lic #U14183

1520 S. Federal Hwy. • Boynton Beach
561-732-5229

“Service is our business!”
SPECIALIZING IN REPAIRS

• FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
• TUNE-UPS • A/C • TIRES
• ELECTRICAL • BATTERIES

Chucks
AUTO REPAIR 
& BODY SHOP
520 W. Industrial Ave.

Boynton Beach

Specializing
in Foreign &
Domestic
Repairs

Lynn Allison

PERSONAL: 59; two children; married; 
BA psychology, American University; 
MSW, Howard University, PhD 
management and administration, 
Indiana University Watson Institute. 

PROFESSIONAL: Owner, International Enterprise 
Development consulting firm. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: Ocean Ridge commissioner since 
2004; vice mayor 2007; served on school and charter school 
boards; administers Northwest Pompano Beach Business 
Loan Fund; on Education and Government Programming 
Advisory Board for Palm Beach County public station Channel 
20. 

POSITION ON ISSUES: Priority is ensuring enough revenue 
to keep our outstanding police force and staff because the 
revenue for each town has been so drastically reduced. Focus 
should be on protecting and preserving the community in 
light of tough economic times. Traffic and traffic patterns on 
Old Ocean Boulevard, and natural gas and sewage are two 
concerns the community would like to resolve. Few issues are 
in great dispute right now. When I came in we were battling 
the state on bike lanes. We have resolved almost all, if not all, 
of our drainage problems — a very big issue when I came in. 
We have a new Town Hall which has been completed during 
my tenure, and that was an issue. 

QUOTE: “We have a wonderful commission right now and we 
want to keep it. We all get along, we all work well together. 
This is an extremely strong commission with outstanding 
staff. We have a great town manager and a good team. That’s 
why I’m staying.”

Nancy L. Hogan

PERSONAL: 62; married; two children; 
business degree from the College 
of Saint Rose; masters in public 
administration from the State University 
of New York. 

PROFESSIONAL: Real estate broker. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: Elected to commission in 2005, 
lost 2007 re-election bid and 2009 election; served in 
campaigns of former Palm Beach County Commissioner 
Mary McCarty and U.S. presidential campaign of former 
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney.

POSITION ON ISSUES: The town has needed to shore up 
fiscal oversight and professionalism since 2005 when I first 
was elected. If you don’t have your fiscal house in order, you 
can’t do anything else with good efficiency and the right 
planning. So fiscal responsibility and the financial oversight 
of expenditures out of Town Hall would be one major thing. 
The commission since 2005, and going back to 2001, has 
been very willing to spend at way above the inflation rate 
every year and burden the town with an immense amount of 
debt. You can’t just go out and burden a municipal system, 
especially with what we have with the police costs and 
retirement costs, then have a brand new Town Hall so there’s 
a debt on that of $10 million. Term limits have got to come to 
Ocean Ridge. 

QUOTE: “Fiscal accountability and responsibility are by far my 
two biggees, and until the day that they wheel me away to 
a nursing home, and I live here and I’m working hard every 
day so I can afford to live in this wonderful town, I’m going to 
make sure that Town Hall is being fair, honest, efficient with 
my money.”

Ocean Ridge

C.B. Hanif interviewed candidates for the March 9 Ocean Ridge Town Commission election. 
Candidates in the order of their appearance on the ballot (below):

By Margie Plunkett

A1A motorists, gather your 
patience.

The Boynton Inlet Bridge 
is about to undergo some 
sprucing up that will mean 
single lane closings through 
July 30.

The state contracted to 
sandblast and paint the 
structural steel underneath 
the bridge, according to Kay 
Worth, president and owner 
of Worth Contracting in 
Jacksonville, which has put up 
signs, is mobilizing equipment 
and expects to start work this 
month.

“The only way to do the 
bridge is to put equipment on 
the bridge,” Kay said.

Signs along A1A near the 
inlet — as well as notices on 
Manalapan and Ocean Ridge 
Web sites — warn motorists of 
possible lane closures from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. through the end 
of July. The contractor is at the 
mercy of the weather, which 
accounts for the duration 
of the project, Worth said. 
The company can only work 
certain hours, and can’t do the 
job in high humidity or rain, 
she said.

Other news from Ocean 

Ridge’s commission meeting 
March 1:

• The Town will give 
retiring Police Chief 
Edward Hillery a bonus of 
$1,700. But the chief, whose 
retirement is effective April 
1, told Commissioners he 
will donate the cash back to 
Ocean Ridge to have the fish 
pond at Town Hall repaired. 
When commissioners debated 
whether to keep the pond 
later that evening, one asked: 
Who feeds the fish? The 
response: Hillery.  The chief 
voluntarily left the room while 
commissioners discussed his 
bonus, during which time 

a resident suggestion was 
made to consider collecting 
donations to replace the bonus 
the chief gave away.

• Resident Jeff Lee 
proposed having Ocean 
Ridge designated a bird 
sanctuary. Commissioners will 
contemplate an ordinance on 
the recommendations, which 
Town Manager Ken Schenck 
said did not require approval 
by any group including the 
Audubon Society.

• Signs telling motorists 
to stop for pedestrians were 
posted March 2 in the center of 
A1A at four crosswalks.

Inlet bridge painting project will disrupt A1A

By Ron Hayes

One day in January 2009, a 
neighbor on Del Haven Drive 
asked Ken MacNamee a casual 
question. 

“Do you realize we pay 
more for trash pickup than 
people on the other side of the 
Intracoastal?”

That can’t be, MacNamee 
thought. But he decided to 
investigate.

His monthly charge was 
$23.60. On the mainland, it was 
$13.50.

MacNamee kept 
investigating, and a year 
later, the Delray Beach City 
Commission has unanimously 
approved a vote of “no 

confidence” in City Manager 
David Harden and Finance 
Director Joe Safford, and a 
nine-member Financial Review 
Board is exploring MacNamee’s 
claim that Waste Management 
Inc. has overbilled the city 
about $500,000 over several 
years while underpaying 
$52,989 in commercial 
franchise fees.

“I have a file of work here 
that proves it,” MacNamee says, 
plopping on his kitchen table 
an Office Depot file-storage box 
filled with printouts, contracts, 
utility bills and letters to and 
from city and county officials.

“I’m an anal-retentive,” he 
announces without apology. 
“I’m a tough-sell. I’m a  

nonbeliever. I’m from Missouri 
— show me.”

Actually, he’s from 
Philadelphia, a retired certified 
public accountant and the 
former chief operating officer 
and chief financial officer of 
Coral Gables Federal Savings & 
Loan.

At 59, he is the father of two 
grown children, and shares the 
house on Del Haven Drive with 
his wife, Mary, and a friendly 
poodle named Dutch. When 
not wading into the minutiae of 
garbage pickup, he’s a volunteer 
referee at high school lacrosse, 
basketball and soccer games.

When he asked about his 
pickup charge, MacNamee 
says, he was told the $10.10 

discrepancy 
was because 
residents 
in coastal 
Delray Beach 
get rear-
door pickup 
service.

“Most 
of us didn’t 

know we were entitled to that,” 
he says. MacNamee told all his 
neighbors to stop bringing their 
garbage to the curb.

Then he asked how the 
city verified the number of 
rear-door pickups Waste 
Management was billing.

“We don’t,” he says he was 
told.

He kept digging, and the 

Office Depot box kept filling. 
   “This has nothing to 
do with my ten bucks a 
month,”MacNamee insists. 
“It’s that I live in a city that’s 
been taken to the cleaners. This 
city is looking out for Waste 
Management’s interests and not 
the residents’.”

He is quick, however, 
to distinguish between the 
bureaucracy and the men on 
the trucks.

“The guys who pick the 
stuff up are good workers,” 
he says. “My problem is with 
management, the guys we used 
to call the suits.”

He is not, he insists, 
planning on running for office, 

Man digs into trash bills looking for the bottom line
Delray Beach

See TRASH on page 11

MacNamee
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C.B. Hanif interviewed candidates for the March 9 Delray Beach City Commission election. 
Candidates in order of appearance on the ballot (below):

Fred B. Fetzer (incumbent)

PERSONAL: 65; Bachelor’s mechanical 
engineering, University of Tennessee. 

PROFESSIONAL: Retired from AT&T. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: City 
commissioner 2006 to present; liaison to the Delray Beach 
Education Board; director and former president of Tropic 
Isle Civic Association; served on the Delray Beach Board of 
Construction Appeals; served on Mayor Perlman’s R.A.C.E. 
relations committee and Delray Beach Neighborhood 
Advisory Council. 

POSITION ON ISSUES: Hold the line on property taxes by 
creating more efficiency in city government and setting 
spending priorities. Support economic development by 
fostering a business friendly environment and recruiting 
new businesses. Strongly support public safety. Improve 
and protect the quality of neighborhoods. Support quality 
education. 

QUOTE: “One of the top initiatives must be to minimize 
property taxes on residential and commercial properties. 
In addition, we must be proactive in supporting economic 
development by supporting incentives for new business 
development and being a business-friendly community.”

Seat 2
Darin Wade Mellinger

PERSONAL: 35; single; bachelors political 
science and African-American studies 
Duke University; juris doctor University 
of Miami School of Law. 

PROFESSIONAL: Attorney. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: No political experience. 

POSITION ON ISSUES: The most significant change needed is a 
realistic plan. There’s not been an intelligent and reasonable 
review of the spending and the revenues. Would like to 
see more interaction among the city’s different eclectic 
communities, and more acknowledgment of Delray’s 
diversity. Wants to maintain the level of services and image 
of the city, keep development reasonable and improve the 
quality of life by going back to the budget. 

QUOTE: “What the people have to make a decision on is, if 
you want the quality of life to be sustained, you’re going to 
have to pay for it. And I know this is a difficult time to ask 
people to pay for anything. But I think what’s missing in this 
seat is analysis on our budget. I just want to offer an analysis. 
I think that’s the biggest issue there.”

By Margie Plunkett
 
Commissioners in Delray 

Beach will pay Waste 
Management in full for last 
month’s bill, declining to 
deduct possible discrepancies 
until the city’s Financial 
Review Board has completed a 
study of the account.

“Until we’re absolutely 
certain of our numbers, we 
pay the bill until we know no 
other reason to act differently,” 
said Mayor Woodie McDuffie 
before the panel unanimously 
voted to pay the city’s 
contracted trash hauler in full.

Commissioners turned a 
review of Waste Management’s 
account over to the Financial 
Review Board in January 
following resident Ken 
MacNamee’s contention of 
billing inaccuracies.  
MacNamee’s study of Waste 
Management billing started 
after he learned he was being 
charged for rear door trash 
pickup he wasn’t receiving.

 The review follows a vote 
of no confidence against 
City Manager David Harden 
and Finance Director Joe 
Safford because the Waste 
Management question was 
still unresolved  a year after 
initially raised. The Delray 
Beach staff is conducting a 
field audit, in addition to the 
Financial Review Board’s 
study, and hopes to have this 
completed by March 26.

“I would like to give the 
review board an opportunity 
to do what we asked them 
to do,” said commissioner 
Angeleta Gray, echoing 
the sentiments of other 
commissioners.

In a memo to 
commissioners, Harden 
said MacNamee has been 
insistent that the city 
immediately deduct an 
identified discrepancy from 
the next bill. Harden, however, 
recommended in the memo 
that commissioners pay the 
February invoice because: 
Waste Management has 
now challenged unit counts 
developed last summer, there’s 
no significant financial reason 
this month as opposed to next 
and a large deduction could 
trigger litigation with Waste 
Management

“I agree with the Financial 
Review Board that we should 
first complete our analysis of 
supporting data and arrive at 
a conclusive finding,” Harden 
said in the memo.

The memo also suggested 
commissioners follow the 
Financial Review Board’s 
recommendation and 
“refrain from making any 
further public comments 
regarding Waste Management, 
including any potential 
billing discrepancies” until it’s 
reached a conclusion.

The suggestion didn’t sit 
well with all commissioners, 

who didn’t put it to a vote. 
“I got the memo 

about any potentially 
slanderous comments,” said 
Commissioner Adam Frankel. 
“We certainly need to follow 
those. In respect to the Review 
Board, I don’t like being 
censored.”

In adding his yes vote to pay 
Waste Management, Frankel 
said, “I don’t think anyone’s 
acting in bad faith.”

Delray Beach staff worked 
712 hours on the Waste 
Management project, not 
including overtime, in the 
two-and-a-half weeks ended 
Feb. 25 alone, said coordinator 
Rich Reade. “We’ve established 
a working group that has a key 
staff from each department 
that may be involved,’’ Reade 
said. “We’re all working on it 
at the same time.”

In addition to making sure 
data is accurate, “we want 
to improve our processes of 
getting information to and 
from Waste Management,” 
Reade said. Staff has 
identified some really strong 
recommendations that we’ll be 
able to present to the Financial 
Review Board shortly. We’ve 
already started to implement 
some of these.”

The Financial Review Board 
plans to have their report to 
the Commission on May 4, 
according to Vice-Chairman 
Todd L’Herrou.

City pays trash bill, 
gives review board time to work

Seat 4
Angeleta E. Gray, unopposed incumbent

and considers the contents of 
that Office Depot box public 
record.

“They can come here and 
check my work any time,”he 
says. “I’m a passionate person. 
I don’t do things half-baked. 

I want to go to sleep tonight 
knowing I got something done. 
It’s not personal, I just want to 
see the city run properly.” 

But now that his work has 
inspired an official review 
board, MacNamee is cautious.

“I’m not a firm believer in 
big committees unless you 
clearly define the duties of each 

committee member,” he says. “If 
you’re just going to sit around 
talking in generalities and 
platitudes, that’s not how work 
gets done.”

He ponders the Office Depot 
box.

“I’m a little over halfway 
done,” he says. “I’ve got a lot of 
work to do yet.”

Continued from page 10
TRASH:
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Richard Akin

PERSONAL: 64; married; no children; 
journalism degree Georgia State 
University. 

PROFESSIONAL: Retired television 
producer and writer. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: Participated in political 
campaigns; first run for political office. 

POSITION ON ISSUES: Our tax rate is 7.65, more than double 
what our neighboring towns are. A lot of our owners are 
going to see their property taxes go up. We also in the next 
couple of years are going to be seeing beach refurbishment 
that’s going to cost us a lot of money. So we really seriously 
need to be more circumspect of how we’re spending our 
money. We’re in a recession. Ideally we would be cutting 
back. But at least quit expanding. Supports redevelopment 
of the two-story Palm Beach Oceanfront Inn, the only 
commercial property in town, to nine-stories with 99 units, 
and says the issue has gotten overblown. Spending is No. 1 
issue. Doesn’t think a town of its size needs such expensive 
talent on staff. 

QUOTE: “All the buildings surrounding the motel are that 
height, so I really don’t see an issue with it.”

Stella Jordan

PERSONAL: 70; widowed; three 
children; course work in business and 
finance at Florida State University; 
courses in banking. 

PROFESSIONAL: Retired; former first 
vice president of SunTrust Bank Tampa Bay; former president 
of National Association of Bank Women, southwest Florida 
region; former marketing director, Tampa Children’s Ballet 
Theater. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: Member of South Palm 
Beach code enforcement board; former president, Rizon 
East Condominium Association for three terms; currently 
treasurer, Rizon East Condominium Association, serving 
fourth term. No prior elected office. 

POSITION ON ISSUES: Running united campaign with Susan 
Lillybeck to ensure comprehensive plan is not changed to 
allow high-rise condo hotel redevelopment on Oceanfront 
Inn site. Favors reasonable redevelopment with residents’ 
input. Favors keeping our local Police Department. Favors 
breakwaters to protect the beach. Favors fiscal responsibility 
and transparency. 

QUOTE: “The issue of beach restoration is a top priority.”

Iris Lieberman

PERSONAL: Married, two children. 
Associate degree in applied arts, 
certification for religious school. 

PROFESSIONAL: Retired real estate 
broker/owner. Former New York state 

Realtor and owner/broker in New York. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: Served on condo board; first run 
for political office. 

POSITION ON ISSUES: Lowering taxes are a priority. Tax 
revenue is very much needed and whatever it takes, that’s 
what people have to do. Would like more discussion of the 
plusses and minuses of the Oceanfront Inn redevelopment. 
If it would help the community in tax revenue to pay for part 
of beach erosion, then it’s something that has to be looked 
into, according to the planning board, because that’s only 
commercial building that can bring revenue. It has to go 
before a planning board and give the owners an opportunity 
to satisfy residents. Wants to go with what the majority 
of people in the community want to increase revenue and 
lower taxes. The beach is very important; the beach should 
be real wide.

QUOTE: “The people here if you speak with them, they’re 
under the impression they’re going to build a world trade 
center. They’re not. They’re trying to build a resort that could 
increase the value of the properties and lower the tax rate.”

Susan Lillybeck

PERSONAL: 59; married; one child; 
attended Millikin University. 

PROFESSIONAL: Owner for 28 years 
of Donut Delite in Moline, Ill.; former 
rate analyst for the Rock Island Lines 

railroad. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: Worked on gubernatorial 
campaigns in Illinois; no prior elected office. 

POSITION ON ISSUES: Running united campaign with 
Stella Jordan to keep the current comprehensive plan and 
not allow a high-rise condo hotel on the Oceanfront Inn 
site. Wants to keep the Police Department; use business 
experience to promote fiscal responsibility; push for beach 
restoration to protect condos. Would work diligently with 
the entire council and seek input from all residents to build 
a consensus on what the town could do to keep tax rates at 
acceptable levels. Wants to accelerate the implementation 
of plans already in place.  One of highest priorities will be to 
work closely with all public safety agencies to ensure safety 
and security in South Palm Beach. 

QUOTE: “I strongly believe in the town’s present land 
development regulation, which regulates future 
development to a height restriction of 60 feet.”

Isabella Ralston-Charnley

PERSONAL: 66; single; no children; 
attended King’s School in England. 

PROFESSIONAL: Worked in 
administration in family-owned private 
hospital in England; retired from 

health-care administration in U.S. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: None 

POSITION ON ISSUES: With budget looming, the priority 
is to lower the expenses in this very small town. Wants to 
see what more can be done to help counter beach erosion, 
“which is just dreadful, we have no beach.” Supports 
redevelopment of a new hotel on the Oceanfront Inn site. 
Would not vote for anything above 10 stories. 

QUOTE: “The thing is really to get the expenses of the town 
down.”

Clare M. Semer

PERSONAL: 63; widowed, two children; 
associate’s degree in business, Orange 
County Community College. 

PROFESSIONAL: Former legal secretary; 
former medical office manager; owner 

of harness racing and breeding business; Realtor. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND: Former elected New York state 
fire commissioner; former alternate on South Palm Beach 
planning board; currently on community affairs advisory 
board; served on condo board. 

POSITION ON ISSUES: Wants to remain in compliance with 
the existing comprehensive plan regarding hotel zoning. 
Would pay attention to renourishing the beaches and 
preserving the shoreline. Wants to be fiscally responsible 
with tax money. 

QUOTE: “Watching over the budget hasn’t really been a hot 
item right now. People really are on the hotel, that’s their 
main focus, and there’s nothing on the table right now 
about the hotel. The community is making that apparently 
the hot issue.”

By Tim O’Meilia

South Palm Beach Mayor 
Martin Millar isn’t sure 
whether to believe his own 
town clerk and said he has 
asked the Palm Beach County 
State Attorney to investigate 
whether a Town Council 
candidate filed for office after 
the deadline. 

It’s the latest issue to bubble 
to the top of a simmering 
dispute over a defeated 
proposal to erect a 10-story 
luxury hotel in a town of 
condominiums. 

Pjeter Paloka, one of the 
owners who want to expand 
the two-story Palm Beach 
Oceanfront Inn, claims 
prospective candidate Clare 
Semer didn’t emerge from 
Town Clerk Janet Whipple’s 
office until 50 minutes after 
the noon Feb. 9 deadline for 
filing.  “Anyone who abides by 
the law should be offended by 
this blatant violation of state 
law,” Paloka said. 

Whipple said Semer 
qualified with time to spare. 
“She was in my office at 20 
minutes to 12 and she had 
her paperwork, check and 
everything,” Whipple said. 

The rest of the time was 
spent with Whipple explaining 
campaign contribution and 
expense record-keeping and 
deadlines. At 12:19 p.m. on the 
final filing day, Paloka said he 
demanded copies of Semer’s 
qualification papers but 
Whipple was behind closed 
doors with Semer. 

“If I had really done 

something wrong and found 
out about it later, I would have 
said, ‘I’m sorry, you didn’t 
qualify,’ ” Whipple said.

Semer said she arrived at 
Town Hall at about 11:30 a.m. 
and her qualifying papers 
are time-stamped 11:40 a.m. 
“I’m shocked about all this, 
although why should I be?” 
she said.

Millar interrupted Semer’s 
meeting with Whipple twice 
with a phone call, then 
appeared in person to demand 
a list of qualified candidates. 

Both state and county 
elections officials have 
refused to get involved in the 
disagreement. So Millar went 
to the State Attorney’s Office. 

“We need a full investiga-
tion,” he said at the Feb. 23 
Town Council meeting. “If it 
stinks, it stinks. It’s not for me 
or anyone else here to say who 
is right and who is wrong.”

Semer, an alternate on 
the planning board, said she 
backs the town comprehensive 
plan’s building height limit of 
six stories. The Paloka family 
wants nine stories and a 
parking garage. 

The proposal was defeated 
in September but two of the 
council members who opposed 
it, Charles McCrosson and 
Joseph Flagello, are not 
seeking re-election. Six 
candidates are on the March 9 
ballot for the two positions.

Paloka said he did not know 
Semer’s position on the hotel 
until after she filed. “That just 
detracts from the real issue. It’s 
a red herring,” he said.

Investigation sought 
in council candidate’s filing

By Tim O’Meilia

Palm Beach Oceanfront 
Inn owner Pjeter Paloka filed 
complaints with the state ethics 
commission against two South 
Palm Beach Planning Board 
members in February and said 
he plans to file against a third. 

Paloka alleged that Planning 
Board Chairman Michael 
Nevard and member Dee 
Robinson were biased against 
his family’s plans to replace 
the two-story hotel with a 
10-story hotel-condominium 
and worked against the 
proposal while sitting as board 
members. The complaint 
against Robinson, released 
by Paloka, claims Robinson 
“breached the public trust” and 
failed to disclose that she was 
“materially affected”  by the 
proposed hotel, both violations 
of Florida law.  

Robinson and board 
member Pat Festino’s mother 
live in the condominium just 
north of the planned hotel 
and Nevard lives west. Paloka 
suggested that the ocean views 
of all three would be partially 
blocked by the hotel, a fact they 

should have disclosed. 
“The information is self-

explanatory,” Paloka said. 
Allegations against Nevard and 
Festino, which has yet to be 
filed, are similar, he said. 

Complaints to the ethics 
commission are confidential 
unless released by either the 
complainant or the accused. 
The commission’s investigation 
is secret until its conclusion. 

Nevard declined to comment 
on the complaint other than 
to say he would respond 
to questions by the ethics 
commission investigators. 

In June, the planning board 
recommended against land-
use changes that would have 
allowed the 99-unit luxury 
hotel and the Town Council 
rejected the changes in 
September. Paloka complained 
several times at later meetings 
about the three planning board 
members. 

In November, the Town 
Council asked the ethics 
commission to review the 
board’s actions, but the 
commission declined to give an 
advisory opinion because 
the facts are in dispute. 

Hotel development votes 
garner ethics complaints

In South Palm Beach, two incumbents aren’t seeking re-election March 9. The top two 
vote recipients among six candidates will win two open seats on the Town Council.   C. B. 
Hanif interviewed the candidates. They appear below in order of appearance on the ballot:

Check election results online at www.thecoastalstar.com
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By Christine Davis

Quiet please. Counting 
calories is voluntary. Taking 
part in the census count is 
mandatory.

South Palm Beach’s ice 
cream social on Feb. 21 
at Town Hall, offered an 
opportunity for free ice 
cream and cookies, free U.S. 
Census T-shirts and a free 
talk explaining the census. 

“We have been pushing 
hard since day one — Jan. 6.” 
Town Councilman Donald 
Clayman said about his 
group of 16 volunteers.

“We want to make 
sure residents know how 
important it is. It will 
affect our congressional 
representation and Florida 
has millions to lose in federal 
funds, if enough people don’t 
fill out their census forms.”

Town Manager Rex 
Taylor asked Clayman to 
organize a volunteer group 
in conjunction with the 
National Census Bureau 
to ensure that South Palm 
Beach residents are informed 
on the census and its impact.

The federal government 
allocates $400 billion 
annually to states and 
communities based partly on 
census data. 

“That is money spent 

on infrastructure, schools, 
hospitals — the Lantana 
bridge is an example,” 
Clayman said.

“We lost out on $160,000 
in the last census,” adds 
Lee Zimmerman, a past 
councilman and vice mayor 
from 2002 to 2008, who 
was attending the social. “If 
we don’t fill out the forms 

correctly, we will lose out 
again.”

South Palm Beach 
is comprised of 1,849 
condominium units, four 
single-family homes and one 
business: a hotel, the Palm 
Beach Oceanfront Inn, with 
58 units. According to the 
University of Florida Bureau 
of Economic and Business 

Research estimates for 2009, 
South Palm Beach had a 
permanent population of 
1,523. The town’s estimate of 
its seasonal is 3,200.

“Last Census, 45 percent of 
South Palm Beach residents 
filled out their forms,” 
Clayman said. “We are going 
for 80 percent this time.”

“If you are residing in 

South Palm Beach at the time 
of the census, we want you to 
fill out the forms for South 
Palm Beach. If you are a 
vacationer for a short period 
of time — two to three weeks 
— you would fill out your 
form at your permanent 
residence. You do not have 
to be a citizen. Anybody who 
resides at the house where 
the census form is delivered 
should be included on that 
form. An accurate count can 
do good for our community. 
It can help us get more 
services, which means a 
brighter future for everyone,” 
Clayman told the full house 
at the social.

South Palm Beach 
residents who have questions 
can find Clayman and 
volunteers wearing census 
T-shirts at Town Hall on 
Fridays during Bookmobile 
visits, from 10 a.m. to noon. 

Additional talks are 
scheduled to coincide with 
community events from 2 to 
4 p.m. on March 7, 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. on March 9, 10 a.m.-
noon on March 10 and 10 
a.m.-noon on March 12. 

These events are held at 
South Palm Beach Town 
Hall, 3577 S. Ocean Blvd., 
South Palm Beach. For 
information, call 
(561) 588-8889.
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South Palm Beach
Full house at ice cream social gets info on census

Lenny Cohen and Chuck McCrossen joke with other residents as they serve them ice cream. Lenny 
started the social event with his wife, Florence, more than 10 years ago. Photo by Jerry Lower
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By Margie Plunkett

Briny Breezes residents and 
government leaders tallied 
their pros and cons of Boynton 
Beach and Ocean Ridge police 
departments, both contenders 
for the town’s police contract, 
pondering factors such as 
policing style, patrol frequency, 
training and price at the 
February council meeting. 

The town will decide by its 
May or June meeting which 
police department will win 
the contract, Briny Breezes 
President Sharon Kendrigan 
said. It must notify Boynton 
Beach police whether the 
current contract will be 
renewed within 90 days of its 
October expiration.

The difference between the 
two contracts, besides price, 
Kendrigan said, is that Boynton 
Beach provides an eight-hour 
shift, has a marine patrol, 
gives a police academy and a 
monthly report. Ocean Ridge 
will drive through at least six 
times a day, but if both towns 
have simultaneous emergencies, 
it will tend to Ocean Ridge’s 
first, she said.

The Boynton Beach contract 
is now $212,000 annually 
and will increase 4 percent 
to about $220,000.  Ocean 
Ridge police — the smaller 
department, which served 
Briny Breezes previously — is 
offering protection for $185,000 
annually with a 4 percent yearly 
increase.

Alderman Nancy Boczon 
raised concerns that members 
of Ocean Ridge’s Police 
Department have retired 
from previous positions and 
she didn’t know about that 
force’s training. Boynton 
Beach’s training gives them the 
wherewithal to deal with issues 
including gang violence, she 
said 

“We’re lucky they don’t come 
here,” Boczon noted, adding, “If 
you’re here in the summer and 
alone on the street, it’s nice for 
(Boynton Beach police) to come 
by every couple of hours. I’m 
happy with what they do.”

A resident who favored 
Ocean Ridge, Dave Westgate, 
said, “I’m more influenced by 
the cost factor, the $35,000 
we save by going with Ocean 
Ridge. I thought we all had 
good service with Ocean Ridge. 
They’re familiar with our 
lifestyle. They’re our age.”

The Ocean Ridge Police 
Department provided the tip 
that resulted in the arrest of 

a suspect in a recent crime 
spree, he pointed out, when 
GPS devices, cash and other 
belongings were swiped from 
unlocked cars in Briny Breezes.

Cost was an important 
factor to several residents, who 
said they faced steep increases 
when the town hiked the tax 
rate to the maximum $10 per 
$1,000 of assessed value. The 
town said the increase was 
necessary to cover rising costs 
of services including police and 
water, replace reserves tapped 
when negotiating its sale and 
ensure adequate revenues if 
a statewide voter referendum 
passes to limit municipal 
revenue increases.

Mary Sperazza said her taxes 
have gone up $1,717, “insanely 
high” for the size trailer she 
bought. She said it was fairer 
for Briny Breezes’ corporation 
to pay for police, which would 
distribute the cost by share 
rather than by tax assessment. 
Another said the tax burden 
was unfairly placed on 
residents without a homestead 
exemption.

Turning police costs over to 
the corporation, however, could 
threaten the town’s justification 
for existence, Town Clerk Kathy 
Bray said.

The visibility of the police 
force was a critical factor 
for resident Rita Taylor, who 
favored the Ocean Ridge Police 
Department. “It’s a well known 
fact that the greatest crime 
protection is visible police 
presence,” she said. “I feel the 
more advertised presence you 
have, the better it is.”

“Boynton said they’re here 
every hour,” Taylor said. “I 
happen to know when Ocean 
Ridge says they’ll patrol a 
minimum twice on every shift 
that means on every street 
every time. That doesn’t include 
when they come for a call. On 
A1A it’ll be more than that.”

Boynton Beach police are 
trained to perform in their 
atmosphere of retail, bars and 
gangs, Taylor said. She added 
that she didn’t believe they 
had been retrained to fit Briny 
Breezes’ lifestyle — nor was it 
fair to expect them to be. And 
Taylor said, according to her 
calculations, the ratio of Ocean 
Ridge officers to Briny Breezes’ 
population would be better 
than Boynton Beach’s.

“I favor Ocean Ridge 
because the type of policing 
they do is more fitting for the 
type of town we have,” 
Taylor said.

Briny ponders police 
protection providers

Briny Breezes

Korean Massage Therapy
"Experience the Best"

Open 9:00 a.m to 9:00 p.m. 7 days a week
812 West Lantana Road • Lantana, FL 33462

(561) 533-5526
Lic# MM23974
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Ocean Ridge

By Kelly Wolfe

In this seaside village Police 
Department, sunlight floods 
every room, coffee is offered in 
a real mug with a coaster and a 
choice of creamers (vanilla or 
regular).

The guy who runs this place 
— Chief Edward Hillery Jr. — 
is a relaxed presence in a white, 
polo-style shirt with a badge 
embroidered over his heart. It’s 
pulled tight and tucked into 
dark blue shorts. He’s been here 
17 years, and said in that time 
he’s received more complaints 
about bicyclists on A1A than 
anything else. 

But Hillery’s last day is 
March 31. He’ll pass the torch 
to Lt. Chris Yannuzzi, who is 
happy to take over. 

Sure, being chief of police of 
Ocean Ridge is not the biggest 
torch in the world — if you 
want to go around comparing 
torches — but it burns bright 
with history and stories that 
are funny, endearing and, for 
some people, infuriating. These 
are told they same way a typical 
family might rehash the past 
around the Thanksgiving table.  

“We’re very protective of 
our police,” said Gail Adams 
Aaskov, Ocean Ridge’s 
unofficial historian and 
publisher of the Ocean Ridge 
Reporter. If she recognizes the 
irony of this statement, she 
doesn’t let on. Everything she’s 
got to say she already wrote 
down in her book, The History 
of Ocean Ridge, back in 1995, 
she said. 

Other people want to tell 
stories about the Ocean Ridge 
police, just not for publication. 

“I don’t want to get Doc in 
trouble,” one longtime resident 
said of her favorite patrolman. 

“Doc” is Senior Officer 
Wavell Darville — the Ocean 
Ridge officer known for 
keeping dog biscuits in his 
cruiser. “Sophie gets so excited, 
she climbs into the car with 
him,” she said of her dog. 

Hillery appears to know 
his residents as well as Sophie 
knows Doc.  An outsider 
vaguely describes an Ocean 
Ridge homeowner and Hillery 
brightens. 

“I know that guy,” he said.  
“Keeps his house as neat as a 
pin. Always working on it.”

But not everyone is as 
charmed by the ORPD. And 
vice versa. 

“I’m your man,” said Palm 
Beach Post columnist Frank 
Cerabino, when asked if he had 

ever had a run in with Ocean 
Ridge’s finest. 

It was about 8 a.m. on a 
Saturday and Cerabino was 
bicycling with a friend on 
A1A when they both cruised 
through a yellow light, he said.  

Soon, they were being 
followed by a cruiser. And then, 
on a loudspeaker: “Please pull 
the bikes over to the side of the 
road.”

The police officer asked for a 
driver’s license. 

“I don’t have a driver’s 
license, I’m riding a bike,” 
Cerabino answered. 

That’s when the police officer 
took Cerabino’s fingerprints — 
right there on the side of A1A. 

Then he was given a $206 
ticket for running a red light.

But Cerabino wasn’t 

going to let it go that easy. 
So he took his ticket to 

court. 
“The judge laughed,” he said. 

He ordered Cerabino to pay 
$100 and court costs — which 
he still thought was unfair. 

“Whatever,” he said, more 
than a year later. “I wasn’t 
going to dispute it. It was 
clearly, to me, a fund-raising 
effort.”

But it’s still a lot better than 
it was in the bad old days, said 
Tom Warnke, a lifelong area 
resident. He was a teen during 
the regime of Ocean Ridge 
Police Chief James Kelly, who, 
according to Warnke and news 
reports, had an antagonistic 
relationship with the local 
youth — especially surfers. 

“I don’t think anyone got 

along with him,” Warnke said. 
Back then, he said, Ocean 

Ridge was best known for being 
listed in AAA guidebooks as 
being a speed trap. 

“Kelly would stop teenagers 
for no reason, and cuss us out 
in front of our girlfriends,” 
Warnke said. 

The teens, in turn, would 
drive Kelly crazy by jumping 
off the Boynton Inlet Bridge 
and into the rushing water 
below — where Kelly wouldn’t 
follow. 

“Some people would wait for 
him to get close, then wave to 
him and jump off the bridge,” 
Warnke said. 

Warnke said to combat 
large groups of youngsters, 
Kelly would write people up 
for unlawful assembly if they 

gathered in groups of more 
than three. 

Under Kelly’s rule, the town 
was declared the Safest Town in 
America. Kelly received special 
recognition from the Nixon 
White House. Later, it was 
discovered Kelly hadn’t been 
reporting his crime statistics to 
the state.

Hillery doesn’t leave under 
such a cloud. If there’s a favorite 
story about Hillery it’s the time 
he, as police chief in Boynton 
Beach, hired a psychic to help 
solve a murder.  (Ask him and 
he’ll tell you about it.) 

To be here, in this town, 
he said, is “something you 
couldn’t put a price on… The 
people treated me very well. 
I hope I’ve met their 
expectations.”

Police chief bids farewell
after 17 years of leading force

John G's is an old-fashioned 
enterprise that has occupied a scenic

spot fronting Lake Worth's public
beach since Dec.,1973. They have been

honored by numerous awards over the past
years and spend a good deal of time and effort

serving the community that welcomed the 
family and the restaurant so warmly.

OPEN 7 DAYS • 7 A.M. TO 3 P.M.
Breakfast and Lunch Only

LAKE WORTH CASINO SHOPS •  (561) 585-9860
10 S. Ocean Blvd. • Lake Worth, FL 33460

Past Ocean Ridge Chiefs of Police

Edward Hillery — 1993 to 2010. Retires March 31. A retirement dinner 
celebrating his 17 years of dedicated service with the Ocean Ridge Police 
Department and 48 years in law enforcement will be held April 16 at 
Benvenuto in Boynton Beach.
James Olejniczak  — Acting chief during the end of 1992.
Bruce Schroeder  — 1989 to 1992. Resigned after town found evidence 
he had fixed tickets and mismanaged money.
Louis Spano — 1969 to 1989. Became frustrated with Town Council. Said 
in newspaper article,  “asking for $600 was like asking for $6,000.”
James Kelly — Start date unknown, but published reports show him as 
police chief in 1961. He was fired in 1969 for “lack of proper management 
and administration.” 
Kenneth O’Rourke  — 1958  to unknown.  Previously worked as a 
Boynton Beach patrolman and  District 4 constable. 1964 newspaper 
article calls him “former police chief who cleaned out the old town hall 
and burned the records at the dump.”
Ray Newmann – June to September 1958. Newmann was the first Ocean 
Ridge police chief. Previously the town received law enforcement and 
protection from Boynton Beach.

Source: Ocean Ridge Town Hall, The History of Ocean Ridge, by Gail Adams 
Aaskov, and published reports.

Chief Edward Hillery
Age:  69
Years in Ocean Ridge:  17 years as chief of police
Past life:  Spent 23 1/2 years with the Boynton Beach Police force, retiring as chief of 
police before coming to Ocean Ridge; spent seven years as a county investigator in Essex 
County, N.J., before coming to Florida for the weather; spent four years in the Air Force 
after graduating high school.
Biggest hurdle: Came to Ocean Ridge following a financial scandal involving Chief 
Bruce Schroeder, who resigned. He quickly had to lift morale at the department. “I called 
everybody into a meeting and explained that the squabbling was over. After about 18 
months, everything settled down.”
Known for: Hiring a psychic to help solve a murder while chief of Boynton Beach Police 
Department. The psychic did not help solve the crime, but when an inmate later confessed 
to the crime, his story matched a lot of what the psychic told Hillery. The psychic knew the 
woman was a twin, that she’d been killed with a knife with a wooden handle, where the 
knife had been hidden, and what the killer was wearing. 
Last day as chief of police:  March 31

Lt. Chris Yannuzzi
Age:  54
Years in Ocean Ridge:  four, hired to be Ocean Ridge’s first full-time investigator.
Past life:  Spent 25 years with the Boynton Beach Police Department; Spent four years as 
a police officer in Bound Brook, N.J., before fleeing the snow and coming to Florida; began 
his career as a police dispatcher in Watchung, N.J.
Biggest hurdle:  It may be ahead. He’s going to have to figure out how to offer the same 
level of service with fewer tax dollars to spend. 
Known for:  Directing the new building’s construction.
First day as chief of police:  April 1

Ocean Ridge has seen considerable changes since this 
1959 photo was taken of Police Chief Kenneth O’Rourke 
(left) at the old town hall. Courtesy of Grace Brawner



By Thomas R. Collins

Attention Walmart shoppers: 
In about a year, you’ll be able to 
shop at a new store at Federal 
Highway and Gulfstream 
Boulevard — to the chagrin of 
some residents.

Residents from nearby 
Gulf Stream, particularly 
residents from the Place Au 
Soleil neighborhood across 
the street from the site, urged 
commissioners to delay a vote 
and work to make the store 
more aesthetically pleasing. 
They also implored that the 
store not be 24 hours, a request 
that was rejected.

Commissioners approved 
the plans, along with requests 
from Wal-Mart to build farther 
away from the road than city 
regulations require. There was 
no zoning change needed, 
since that location is already a 
commercial zone.

Wal-Mart is planning 
to open the store in the 
spring of 2011, Community 
Redevelopment Agency 
Executive Director Lisa Bright 
said. “Construction would likely 
be close to eight to 12 months,” 
Planning Director Mike Rumpf 
said in an e-mail.

The store will replace a 
property that includes an 
abandoned strip mall, nightclub 
and strip joint.

The planning department 
imposed a litany of conditions 
on the 93,000-square-foot 
store’s design, mainly in an 
attempt to give it a more urban 
feel. They include awnings, 
more windows and other 
features to make it appear that 
there’s more than one storefront 
rather than one big box of a 
store.

CRA officials in the city 
pointed to the 150 full-time 
and 50 part-time jobs that 
will be created, saying that 
employment opportunities 
along Federal are needed as part 
of the urban fabric the city is 
trying to create there.

“I think it’s an excellent 
project — that’s what we’ve been 
talking about for three years,” 
Bright said. “It’s the brand-new 
prototype for Wal-Mart so we’re 
excited to have the new model.”

The CRA will pay Wal-
Mart $500 per full-time job 
— in addition to $2,500 per 
job from the state Office of 
Tourism, Trade and Economic 
Development. The CRA’s 
$75,000 will be paid over five 
years, Bright said.

Bob Ganger, head of the 
Gulf Stream Civic Association, 
said he was happy to have been 
included in talks with Wal-Mart 
representatives and city officials, 
but wished more changes would 
have been made to the design.

And he remains concerned 
about crime.

Police Chief G. Matthew 

Walmart 
approved 
despite 

objections
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By Thomas R. Collins

After a majority of Boynton 
Beach city commissioners 
pursued, full-throttle, a 
new police building along 
Congress Avenue, all five are 
now practically falling over 
themselves to postpone that 
effort.

Plans for a move of 
the police station to the 
Renaissance Commons 
development on Congress 
Avenue — a controversial 
switch from east to west — have 
been put off indefinitely.

Most likely, city 
commissioners will review 
plans in the budget process 
later this year, City Manager 
Kurt Bressner said. 

“I guess what we’ll do is wait 
and see what happens and as 
part of the budget discussion 

we will ask the commission 
whether they want to consider 
any manner of police facility,” 
he said.

That will be after the March 
9 elections, when voters will 
choose a new mayor to replace 
term-limited Jerry Taylor and 
two new commissioners will 
replace Ron Weiland and Jose 
Rodriguez, who are running for 
mayor along with five others.

The decision to postpone 
the move, made at a time of 
particular sensitivity to voter 
unrest, was just the latest twist 
in a complicated string of 
events.

Commissioners last year 
put out a request for proposals 
for a new City Hall and police 
station. Then they brought up 
the idea of having voters settle 
the question of whether to 
build them.

They then chose developer 
James Comparato’s Renaissance 
Commons location. 

Then they essentially 
dropped the City Hall project 
but finalized a referendum 
question on whether to build 
the police station, leaving 
it up in the air whether the 
Comparato project would 
happen.

Then, with a 3-2 vote, they 
dropped the referendum and 
decided to go with Comparato’s 
deal, which, at $15 million, they 
said was a bargain.

Now, they’ve thought better 
of it and postponed it.

Weiland, who originally 
pushed for skipping the 
referendum and going straight 
to a deal with Comparato, now 
has changed his mind.

“After a few weeks have gone 
by, I realized how much outcry 

was from the citizens to not 
move it — I’ve always been a 
voice for the people,” he said 
during the Feb. 16 meeting, 
to boos from residents who 
remembered his previous votes.

Commissioner Marlene 
Ross, whose district the station 
would move into, said she 
was going to make the same 
recommendation — before 
Weiland stole her thunder.

And Rodriguez, who has 
consistently panned the idea 
of moving either the City Hall 
or the police station from his 
eastern district, jumped into 
the mix, saying the whole 
project should be dropped for 
good.

“At this point in time, I 
don’t want to waste any more 
taxpayer dollars on negotiating 
this contract,” he said. 
“Enough is enough.”

Police station move on hold, for now
Boynton Beach

See WALMART on page 17
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www.HotiImportsAutoService.com
561.865.7239

across the street from Walgreens

Fine, Classic, Antique Automobiles

Specializing In . . .

Rolls Royce & Bentley service

Electrical & computer diagnosis

Complete auto maintenance/repair

Chip tuning & performance upgrades

Interior or mechanical restorations

Auto body work, paint & detailing

WWood and leather restoration

445 NE 6th Ave
Delray Beach

By Margie Plunkett

The East Ocean Avenue 
bridge will rise higher and 
open less frequently when it’s 
been newly reconstructed, but 
some nearby neighbors worry 
that will mean more noise.   
Town Manager Mike Bornstein 
presented the new design of 
the county-owned bridge, on 
which construction will begin 
in summer 2011, to council 
members last month. The 
bridge, which will cost the 
county about $30 million to 
rebuild, won’t reopen for about 
two years.  

The span “is still safe, but 
it has to be replaced,” Mayor 
David Stewart said, explaining 
that a rating of 30 represents 
the threshold of safety — and 
the Lantana bridge is rated 32.  

The bridge will rise from 13 
feet to 21 feet, its noisy metal 
grating will be filled and its 
railings will be open to allow 
the beautiful views to show 
through, said Bornstein. The 
added height will mean the 
bridge will need to open 40 
percent less often to let boats 
through.   

The widened bridge deck 
creates a wide sidewalk with 
a concrete barrier separating 
pedestrians and traffic, he said.  
The bridge keeper’s cupola is 
six-sided to provide visibility, 
with a tin roof and portholes. 
And the design beneath the 
bridge incorporates far fewer 
pilings, creating a clearer view. 
There will be room for two 
boats to pass underneath the 
bridge at the same time.  

The town doesn’t intend to 
allow fishing from the bridge, 
hoping to provide a permanent 
structure underneath for 
anglers, Stewart said.  

“The county has 
incorporated many of our 
concerns” in the new design, 
Bornstein said, noting at the 
end of the meeting newly raised 
concerns that he planned 
to bring to the engineers’ 
attention.   

“I’m pleased with the 
bridge,” said council member 
Elizabeth Tennyson. She 
praised the design elements 
that left intact views of the 
shimmering Intracoastal 
Waterway and lush shores. 
“Some bridges, when you drive 
across, you can’t see anything.”   
The structure also drew praise 
from other council members, 
including Tom Deringer, 
who said, “I think it’s a great 
bridge.”  

But while one resident who 
lives right next to the bridge 
said the design perspective was 
nice, he said, “There is a need 
here to study noise mitigation 
to address how we can best 
meet the needs of the people 
living on the island.”  
Mitch Mirchandani said 
because the bridge is three feet 
higher, the road noises won’t be 
absorbed by existing shrubbery 
and will travel farther.  Gone 
will be the whirring sound of 

cars rolling across the grate and 
the rhythmic thud when they 
cross joints in the concrete. 
But nothing will stop the 
sound of rubber on the road, 
Mirchandani said. In fact, 
because the bridge will open 
less means there will be more 
car noises.  

Fewer bridge openings 
will mean less noise, however, 
Bornstein pointed out. But 
Mirchandani  disagreed. 
“When you live near a bridge, 
the only time you get quiet is 
when the bridge is up.”  
The mayor asked Bornstein to 
send Mirchandani’s concern 
to county engineers.  The 
town manager will also refer 
requests including to make the 
bridge the same color.  
The logistics of closing the 
bridge for construction are 
immense, involving not only 
making new arrangements 
for garbage collection, fire 
and rescue services and water, 
but less obvious provisions 
such as finding a place for the 
Traumahawk helicopter to land 
when needed.  

“Simple things that you take 
for granted will be cut off for 
two years for Hypoluxo 
Island,” Bornstein said.

East Ocean bridge replacement 
may take two years to complete

Hypoluxo Island / Lantana

By Margie Plunkett

Lantana’s plan to build two 
docks to provide staging for 
the boat launch at Sportsman’s 
Park will cost about $224,000, 
part of $300,000 county funds 
earmarked for the project.  
Council approved the design — 
presented by Kimley-Horn & 
Associates Feb. 22 — consisting 
of a two-dock structure built 
with timber decking and 
concrete piles.  

“The goal of the project is 
to provide slips to reduce the 
congestion and to provide 
day slips to let boaters come 
and enjoy the shops and 
restaurants,” said Kevin 
Schanen of Kimley-Horn.  
 The eastern pier is primarily 

for staging, and a breakwater 
underneath it is designed to 
quell waves, he said. The other 
provides four slips for boats to 
dock for the day.  

The timber decking raised 
concern from Council member 
Elizabeth Tennyson, who 
pointed out the hazards of 
splinters and maintenance costs 
— and well as replacement 
costs if the materials are 
washed away in the storm.  

A more expensive material 
is available that would extend 
the life of the docks, Town 
Manager Mike Bornstein 
pointed out. Mayor David 
Stewart noted that council’s 
approval was only for the initial 
design, that Kimley-Horn 
would return many times as the 

project progresses and council 
would have the opportunity to 
change materials used.   
Public comment on the dock 
noted the project could benefit 
from making the space for 
the entrance ramp wider to 
facilitate navigation into and 
out of the ramp. 

Environmental concerns 
raised included whether the 
pressure-treated wood would 
leach into the Intracoastal 
Waterway.  

The county granted Lantana 
the funds for Sportsman’s 
Park from $300,000 that was 
unused from another project. 
The cost of the staging docks 
also includes a 24 percent 
contingency, according to 
Kimley-Horn.

Two docks planned for Sportsman’s Park

The new East Ocean Avenue bridge will rise to 21 feet, 8 feet 
higher than the current bridge. Construction is scheduled to 
begin in the summer of 2011. Rendering provided

Immler said the Boynton 
Super Walmart had 989 calls 
for service last year. The main 
crimes were shoplifting, fraud 

and forgery, traffic accidents 
and auto burglaries. That 
compared to about 800 calls for 
service at the Boynton Mall, a 
difference Immler attributed to 
Walmart’s extended hours and 
the presence of mall security.

The round-the-clock 
schedule is what most displeases 
residents. 

Ganger said: “That’s the one 
outcome we’re not satisfied 
with.”

Continued from page 16
WALMART:
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By Ron Hayes

Don’t believe everything you 
read about how nobody reads 
anymore.

Those good old-fashioned 
book lovers are still out there, 
hungry for intelligent novels, 
literate histories, provocative 
biographies, and eager to 
share their delight — or 
disappoinment — in the latest 
feast. 

From South Palm Beach to 
Delray, book clubs are thriving 
on the coast.

In South Palm Beach, the 
town’s book discussion group, 
which began as a seasonal club 
six years ago, now meets year-
round.

“The only dues are, 
you’ve got to speak up,” says 
Penny Davidson, the group’s 
discussion leader. “But not 
while somebody else is talking.”

In February, they read 
Evening Class, by the Irish 
novelist Maeve Binchy. This 
month, it’s Balzac and the Little 
Chinese Seamstress, by Dai Sijie.

“At every meeting, somebody 

says, ‘I hated this book, but now 
I hear what you’ve got to say, 
I understand more why it was 
written,’ ” Davidson says.

One book that’s proved a 
surprise bestseller and book 
club favorite this year is 
The Help, novelist Kathryn 
Stockett’s tale of black domestic 
workers and the white women 
who hire them in 1960s 
Mississippi.

“The morning after I 
finished it, I came downstairs 
and it was like all my friends 
had moved away,” one fan 
said. But then she gathered 
with a dozen real friends at the 
Manalapan Library Book Club 
to discuss the book.

“We’re very informal,” says 
discussion leader John Tegano. 
“You can have read the book or 
not. If you like the meeting you 
can come back.”

Ocean Ridge readers also 
read The Help.

“It’s the only book 
everybody’s liked,” says club 
leader John Wootton.

The book club strives to find 
quality fiction, Wootton says, 

but it’s not above slumming 
once a while. 

Not long ago, they tackled 
Twilight, from Stephanie 
Meyer’s hugely successful 
vampire series.

“We said, Let’s read this as 
a sociological phenomenon,” 
explains Wootton, “and it 
turned out to be fascinating. 
We all thought it was 
dreadfully written, but it got 
us talking to children and 
teenagers and asking ‘What do 
you see in this?’ ”

Usually, the club favors 
more literary works, such as 
Olive Kitteridge, last year’s 
Pulitzer-prize winner, or John 
Steinbeck’s classic, The Grapes 
of Wrath.

“The only things we try 
to stay away from are strong 
religious themes, and we 
don’t want to get into political 
discussions,” Wootton says.

And then there’s … sex!

After all, one reader’s 
sensuality is another’s smut.

“Some ladies in our group 
didn’t finish one book or 
another because it was full of 
dirty words,” concedes Penny 
Davidson of South Palm Beach, 
“If I’ve chosen something that 
goes against the grain, they 
won’t vote for it — or they won’t 
come — but that’s life.”

Ask the club leaders, and 
all concede that their groups 
are predominantly, if not 
overwhelmingly, female.

In 2002, Susan Hurlburt 
started an informal book club 
with 10 women friends in 
Delray Beach. 

“I just invited some friends 
I knew were literate, and I was 
basically the dictator. I picked 
the books,” she recalls.

Seven years later, the club 
is still active, but without a 
dictator. 

Nowadays, they work from a 

list of genres — memoirs, prize-
winners, plays, nonfiction — 
and the member who chooses 
the book hosts a meeting in her 
home. They are not currently 
accepting new members. 

“We’re 10 women with 10 
different views of life,” says 
Hurlburt, “and we’ve only 
chosen one book that was a 
dog.”

The book? Be Cool, by 
Elmore Leonard.

“Yes, the book clubs tend 
to be invariably women,” says 
Steve Leveen, the founder of the 
Levenger book accessory stores 
and author of The Little Guide 
To Your Well-Read Life. “I got a 
little envious that women were 
having all these great meetings, 
so I started a book club for men 
only.

The result is The Mules, a 
Delray Beach discussion group 
inspired by a couplet from poet 
Ogden Nash: In the land of the 
mules, there are no rules.

While the women read 
Maeve Binchy or The Help, 
Leveen and his fellow Mules 
favor more manly fare, such 
as Ernest Hemingway and 
Cormac McCarthy.

“I made the mistake once of 
inviting some women to our 
meeting,” Leveen says, “and 
frankly, the level of discussion 
was raised to such a high level 
it was intimidating and the 
men made me promise I 
wouldn’t do it again.”  

Here’s an up-to-date read on area book clubs

Along the Coast

Laughter mixes with literature during the February book club discussion of The Help held at the Manalapan Library.  Photo by Jerry Lower

AREA BOOK CLUBS
South Palm Beach 
    Meets in town hall at 10:15 a.m. on he third Tuesday of each month. For information, 
call Penny Davidson at (561) 547-9374. 
Manalapan 
    Meets in the J. Turner Moore Library at 3 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each 
month. For information, call the library at (561) 588-7577. 
Ocean Ridge 
    Meets at town hall at 5:45 p.m. on the first Wednesday of each month. For 
information, call John Wootton at (561) 369-3369. 
Delray Beach 
    The Mules, a book discussion group for men only, meets monthly at the Boheme 
Bistro. For information, call Steve Leveen at (561) 716-0793.
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NEW LISTING IN GULF STREAM
Gulf Stream. Beautiful Bermuda style 
home with 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, sepa-
rate dining room, remodeled kitchen 
and panelled den with fireplace. This 
very sunny home offers a covered porch 
overlooking a lovely yard and pool. 
$1.695M

Barbara Whittaker 561.271.3317

HILLSIDE HOUSE
Gulf Stream. Exceptionally nice ground 
floor apartment with awning covered 
terrace. This very sunny, beautifully 
furnished 2 bedroom plus den apart-
ment in small building offers lovely 
outdoor space with private yard. Lives 
like a small home! $425K Furnished

Barbara Whittaker 561.271.3317

6767 NORTH OcEAN BOULEvARD
Ocean Ridge. This exclusive ocean-
front residence is situated in a gated 
community with only 14 homes and 24 
hour security. With 2,400 SF, it offers 
both casual and formal living with strik-
ing views of the water and an inviting 
oceanfront terrace. $2.2M

Barbara Whittaker 561.271.3317

GULF STREAM OcEANFRONT
Gulf Stream. Uniique opportunity to 
purchase this desirable two bedroom 
apartment in the Westminster. This unit 
offers exquisite ocean views, remod-
eled gourmet kitchen, new master bath 
and fabulous terrace overlooking the 
ocean. $750K

Barbara Whittaker 561.271.3317

The corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker. Owned and operated by NRT LLc. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing 
program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

1177 George Bush Blvd, Suite 101   |   561.278.0433 corcoran.com/southflorida

NEW OFFERING 
Gulf Stream.  On a nice .39 acre lot that 
is just two doors down from Gulf Stream 
school, this 3700+ SF bermuda-style, 
turn-key home won’t last.  Features in-
clude 3-BRs, fireplace, wet bar, sparkling 
pool & jacuzzi. $1.25M

Holly Thom 561.252.3731

SMARTLY RENOvATED 1 BR
Delray Beach. With new kitchen, 
flooring and unlimited amenities this 
apartment is truly special.  It even 
features its own entry to the grounds 
and intracoastal.  Spacious, bright, 
private and alluring. Take a look!!

Holly Thom 561.252.3731

DIREcT INTRAcOASTAL ESTATE LOT
Delray Beach. Last remaining vacant 
parcel in highly sought-after Seagate 
neighborhood.  Pie-shaped lot with 
expansive yacht basin views. Build-
ing plans available or build your own 
dream home. $1.8M

L. Rodriguez 676.0870, H. Thom 252.3731

Introducing Corcoran’s iPhone App
Download it for free at corcoran.com/iphone

OcEANFRONT PROPERTY
Ocean Ridge. Private BEACHFRONT 
patio. 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath, spacious 
master bedroom suite, library, eleva-
tor and garages. Dock space available. 
$1.895M

Eric Sain 561.758.3959

REDUcED $1 MILLION

LICENSED INSURED

MARINE CONTRACTORS, INC.

561-445-1559 Serving the Barrier Island Since 1985

PB U-21376
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By Ron Hayes

For the 2010 “Read Together 
Palm Beach County” campaign, 
almost 3,000 area book lovers 
have reached back to Nazi 
Germany, to choose a title they 
hope will steal readers’ hearts 
this year.

They also made local history 
by choosing, for the first time, 
a young adult novel for the 
“One Book, One Community” 
project. 

The Book Thief, a 2005 novel 
by Australian author Markus 
Zusak, is the story of 9-year-
old Liesel Meminger, who falls 
in love with reading when 
she finds a “Grave Digger’s 
Handbook” buried in the snow 
by her brother’s grave. Soon 
she is stealing books wherever 
possible and sharing them with 
a Jew her family is hiding in 
their basement. 

The widely praised book 
beat out Hotel on the Corner 
of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie 
Ford, The Things They Carried 
by Tim O’Brien, Run by Ann 
Patchett and The Guernsey 
Literary and Potato Peel Pie 
Society by Mary Ann Shaffere 

and Annie Barrows in voting at 
local libraries, bookstores and 
Starbucks coffee shops. 
    A winner of the Book Sense 
award for children’s literature 
and a School Library Journal 
Best Book of the Year, The Book 
Thief has spent 123 weeks on 
The New York Times children’s 
bestseller list. 
      The official reading 
campaign will kick off March 26 
and end April 30. 
    For more information, call 
the Palm Beach County Literacy 
Coalition at 1-800-273-1030 or 
visit www.literacypbc. org.

The Book Thief may steal the 
heart of County readers
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Seaside Dining

It’s a
 Shore      

Thing
By Mary Thurwachter

We appreciate restaurants with scrumptious 
food, good service and a pleasing ambience. 
But if a dining spot comes with an ocean 
view, we’re really cooking! Fortunately for 
us, our islands are blessed with several such 
gems, where we can share good food and 
conversation while taking in beautiful ocean 
views. They range from elegant and pricey 
dining rooms to casual flip-flop friendly cafes. 

 Check out these eight seashore treasures. 
A1A will lead your way.

8 local restaurants with great sea views

Tides Bar & Grille at Palm Beach Oceanfront Inn
South Palm Beach

The popular dish here is lobster ravioli, but there are many other choices, 
including surf and turf and mahi mahi. At the indoor Martini Bar, one of 
the favorite libations is the piña colada martini topped with toasted coconut. 
And beside the pool and tiki bar, there’s often an upbeat band keeping spirits 
bright. But even brighter than those spirits is the great view at the Tides, 
where guests say they feel like they’re on a cruise ship. Breakfast, lunch and 
dinner are served inside or outside by the pool or upstairs on the sun deck. 
If you can’t see the ocean here, you’re not looking!

Phone: (561) 582-5631. Address: 3550 S. Ocean Blvd.

Michelle Bernstein’s at The Omphoy
Palm Beach

Palm Beach’s newest resort comes with a stunning 
restaurant named after its celebrity chef Michelle Bernstein. 
Bernstein is known for her Latin and New World flair, but 
the menu focuses on seafood. Guests rave about the white 
gazpacho with almonds and grapes and Michy’s fried chicken.  
The restaurant offers dramatic floor-to-ceiling views of the 
Atlantic.  But at night the glass takes on a whole new allure as 
a sea of blackness. For breakfast and lunch, diners can enjoy 
Bernstein’s fare in the MP Terrace, which also has ocean views.

Phone: (561) 540-6444.  Address: 2842 S. Ocean Blvd.

Dune Deck
Lantana 

You never know who you’ll run into at the Dune Deck. It’s next 
door to the Ritz-Carlton and attracts some of its guests, like The 
Who’s frontman, Roger Daltrey, who was in the area for a Super 
Bowl halftime performance. Mostly, it’s everyday folks, tourists 
and natives. It’s like being in the Greek Isles or the French Riviera. 
From most tables, you’re almost eye level with the lifeguard. Fish 
sandwiches and burgers are good here, but one of the specialties 
is a Greek salad with grilled pita. Casual dress is fine. Note: Cash 
only; no credit cards.

Phone: (561) 582-0472. Address: 100 N. Ocean Blvd.

The Seafood Bar at The Breakers
Palm Beach

You don’t have to be a guest at this historic five-star hotel to enjoy its many 
restaurants, including one of our favorites, The Seafood Bar. The bar itself is 
an aquarium, so you can watch the tropical fish swimming about as you toast 
the day with glass of wine. The ocean view here is spectacular, and since the 
restaurant is enclosed, there’s no need to worry about the wind blowing your 
hair into your face while you’re eating calamari. The menu includes fresh 
fish, clams, oysters, lobster, shrimp and chowders. Vaulted beamed ceilings, 
plantation shutters and elegant furnishings help make this bar a cool spot for 
dining or drinks. Casual dress, but no torn jeans, cut-offs or tank tops. 

Phone: (561) 655-66611. Address: 1 S. County Road.

Atlantic Bar & Grille at The Four Seasons
Palm Beach

While The Restaurant at the Four Seasons can be counted on 
for fine dining and innovative cocktails, it’s the Atlantic Bar & 
Grille by the pool that offers diners the best sea view between 
11:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. daily. This is a great place for stone 
crabs, jumbo shrimp and perhaps even a lobster roll. Burgers 
and salads are available, too. Be sure to order an organic 
cucumber martini, the resort’s signature cocktail. And always 
save room for dessert. We’re fond of the strawberry shortcake.

Phone: (561) 582-2800.  Address: 2800 S. Ocean Blvd.

Temple Orange at The Ritz-Carlton
Manalapan

For great food and pretty ocean views from inside or out, 
Temple Orange is a good choice for breakfast, lunch or dinner. 
The Italian/Mediterranean-influenced menu includes seafood 
minestrone, seafood risotto with scallops and shrimp, and seared 
Florida snapper. Desserts are standouts, from the vanilla crème 
brûlée with mango salsa and almond biscotti, to Temple Orange 
tart. Order a raspberry mojito for starters. At night, guests gather 
around a fire pit outside to watch the stars.

Phone: (561) 533-6000. Address: 100 S. Ocean Blvd.
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The Upper Deck at Boston’s 
Delray Beach 

Boston’s and its neighbors Caffé 
Luna Rosa and Surf Sliders are all fun 
beach-side spots to dine, but for the 
best ocean view you have to go to The 
Upper Deck at Boston’s. 

A spacious veranda provides lots 
of tables for diners to eat, take in the 
breeze and watch the waves roll in. 
They can also see surfers riding the 
waves at the south end of the beach, 
sailboats cruising by, and beach-goers 
swimming and sunbathing on the 
sandy shores below. More formal in 
décor than Boston’s first floor, inside 
tables are covered with white clothes 
and high-top tables permit the same 
great ocean views you get outside. 

The menu features lots of seafood, 
but you can get Boston’s famous New 
England style lobster salad, Ipswich 
steamers, fried clams, live Maine 
lobsters, sandwiches, burgers and 
salads, too. A sleek bar comes with 
all the libations you’d expect at this 
Delray Beach hotspot.

Phone: (561) 278-3364. Address: 40 
S. Ocean Blvd.

Mary Thurwachter writes about 
Florida B&Bs and other small inns at 
www.InnsideFlorida.com.

Michelle Bernstein’s at The Omphoy
Palm Beach

Palm Beach’s newest resort comes with a stunning 
restaurant named after its celebrity chef Michelle Bernstein. 
Bernstein is known for her Latin and New World flair, but 
the menu focuses on seafood. Guests rave about the white 
gazpacho with almonds and grapes and Michy’s fried chicken.  
The restaurant offers dramatic floor-to-ceiling views of the 
Atlantic.  But at night the glass takes on a whole new allure as 
a sea of blackness. For breakfast and lunch, diners can enjoy 
Bernstein’s fare in the MP Terrace, which also has ocean views.

Phone: (561) 540-6444.  Address: 2842 S. Ocean Blvd.

Atlantic Bar & Grille at The Four Seasons
Palm Beach

While The Restaurant at the Four Seasons can be counted on 
for fine dining and innovative cocktails, it’s the Atlantic Bar & 
Grille by the pool that offers diners the best sea view between 
11:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. daily. This is a great place for stone 
crabs, jumbo shrimp and perhaps even a lobster roll. Burgers 
and salads are available, too. Be sure to order an organic 
cucumber martini, the resort’s signature cocktail. And always 
save room for dessert. We’re fond of the strawberry shortcake.

Phone: (561) 582-2800.  Address: 2800 S. Ocean Blvd.

Benny’s on the Beach
Lake Worth

You can have breakfast, lunch or dinner 
in your bathing suit here, if that’s what you 
want. Benny’s is, as its moniker says, “on 
the beach.”  More precisely, it’s on the Lake 
Worth pier. Chow down on a stuffed croissant, 
juicy hamburger or maybe the Captain’s fried 
platter. Arrive early enough in the day and you 
can watch the sunrise. After eating, you can 
always burn off the calories by walking the 
beach, going for a swim, or strolling out on 
the 488-foot William O. Lockhart Municipal 
Pier. 

Phone: (561) 582-9001.  Address: 10 S. 
Ocean Blvd.

Photos at Upper Deck, Tides, Dune 
Deck and Beny’s by Tim Stepien, Mary 
Thurwachter, Jerry Lower; others provided.
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Mediterranean estate  
Highland Beach. Stately 6 BR, 6.5 
bath on Bel Lido Island. Main home has 
4BR 3.5 bath; guest house has 2BR, 2 
bath. Tastefully renovated with beauti-
ful granite and marble, stainless steel 
kitchen. Welcome home to tranquility 
with 95’ of direct Intracoastal. $2.49M

Wendy Overton 561.702.4033

the Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker. Owned and operated by nrt LLC. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing 
program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

1177 George Bush Blvd, suite 101   |   561.278.0433 corcoran.com/southflorida

OCeanfrOnt reduCed $2M 
Gulf stream. Perched 33+feet above 
sweeping dunes, this dramatic ocean-
front estate offers 15,928 SF of total 
living space.  Great for entertaining 
with gourmet kitchen, ocean facing bar, 
billiard room, wine cellar,and  theater.

C. friis 573.9966, B. devitt 573.4391

OCeanfrOnt OppOrtunity
Gulf stream. A unique opportunity to 
build or remodel on a site with 100’ of 
ocean frontage with very high eleva-
tion and dramatic views.  Located 
in the exclusive community of Gulf 
Stream. $5.695M

Candace friis 561.573.9966

direCt intraCOastaL 
Gulf stream. Classic Bermuda fea-
turing five bedrooms, large gourmet 
kitchen with adjacent family room, 1st 
floor master.  Dramatic outdoor loggia, 
resort style pool.  Close to Gulf Stream 
School. $4.795M

Candace friis 561.573.9966

Mediterranean estate
Gulf stream. WOW!  One of the most 
compelling offers of the season.  This  
estate home on one acre of land and 
215’ of deepwater features five BRs, 
eat-in kitchen, outdoor dining pavilion, 
and dock for large yacht. $4.275M

Candace friis 561.573.9966

CustOM Key West HOMe
delray Beach. Built in 2006, this 
property has 6 BD/5.3 bath, library, 
in dining gourmet kitchen, natural gas 
and designer appliances.  Enjoy beach 
side living in this 9565 sq ft home with 
4 car garage.  Competitively priced for 
square footage. $3.995M

Wendy Overton 561.702.4033

BerMuda-styLe COttaGe 
delray Beach. Totally rebuilt and re-
modeled 5 BR, 5.1 bath pool home just 1 
block from the Ocean and 5 blocks from 
Atlantic Ave. New kitchen, bathrooms, 
cherrywood floors, impact glass, pool/
spa, designer decorated, and exquisite 
gardens, & so much more! $1,899,500

Wendy Overton 561.702.4033

HuB Of BeaCH area exCitMent
delray Beach. Impeccable condo with 
significant modifications to floor plan for 
more functionality.  2 BR, 2.5 bath plus a 
private 1 BR, 1 bath poolside guest suite.
Every modern amenity available just 1 
block to Beach, 1 block to Atlantic Ave, 1 
block to Intracoastal. $1.095M

Wendy Overton 561.702.4033

Introducing Corcoran’s iPhone App
Download it for free at corcoran.com/iphone

paLM traiL area
delray Beach. This custom built 
Florida home with guest house was 
designed for casual living with an open 
floor plan, volume ceilings, custom 
wood floors, fireplace, French doors 
and lanai. 

tina smith 561.414.3177

OCeanfrOnt apartMent
Ocean ridge. This pristine, exceptional 
corner apartment has stunning ocean 
views and private beach access.  With lux-
urious master quarters, impact windows, 
sandstone floors, built-ins, private eleva-
tor, and private 2-car garage.  $1.35M

tina smith 561.414.3177

OCeanside WaterfrOnt
Ocean ridge. Unparalleled water views 
and privacy featuring custom built-ins 
throughout,  wet bar, wine room, fire-
place, custom mahogany library, chef’s 
kitchen, marble floors, protected dock-
age, loggia, pool and spa. $2.65M 

t. smith 561.414.3177, C. friis 561.573.9966

MaisOnette in OCean ridGe
Ocean ridge. Enjoy the privacy of a 
single family home with carefree living,  
2 bedroom, 2 bath villa, enclosed large 
patio to catch ocean breezes, located in 
the beach area. Pet restrictions.  

Gay Bridges 561.704.1782 

While many Floridians were running their heaters and complaining about the recent cold fronts, dozens of hardy 
surfers took advantage of the surf it kicked up to enjoy the waves off Delray Beach.  Photo by Jerry LowerCold front brings surf



Barbara Cook of Ocean Ridge 
considers gardening her calling and 
describes herself  “a farmer at heart.” 

“I’ve done may things in my adult 
life, and the garden is where I am the 
happiest. I’m not tired when I’m in 
the garden, and I’m never blue. It’s 
something that I love to do — and have 
to do.”

A good thing she never got tired 
or blue, because her garden took time 
(21 years), study (she’s now a certified 
Master Gardener), and a lot of hard 
work (more than 12 hours a week in her 
own garden, plus volunteer gardening). 

Because her acre of garden is a 
Florida hammock, machinery could 
not be used to clear the grounds, she 
explains. “I did it with rake and hoe 
and bare hands. It wasn’t so terribly 
hard, but it was time-consuming.”

Over the years, she methodically 
coaxed her jungle into a garden and got 
“it all cleaned up.”

Now, she gladly shares her garden 
and, if asked, offers advice. “I’d hate to 
think about putting in all that time and 
effort and not share it,” she said. Here 
are some of her tips:

“When planning a garden, don’t try 
to do it all at once.  That would be too 
overwhelming, so take your garden 
section by section. “I’d take a section 
to the bare dirt and I’d check the sun 
and the shade elements. I would think 
about what I’d want to see, and visit the 
nursery and tell them my situation. The 
people in the nurseries were fabulous. 
They trained me.”

• Don’t be too concerned with your 
failures. “There are plenty of plants and 
holes in the ground where the dead 
plants came from. Killing plants is to 
be expected.”

• Just get started. “Even if you have 
a small, intimate setting, it can be 
beautiful with containers and a choice 
of plants. With the right little table 
and chairs, you can have a beautiful 
getaway of a garden right there.”

• A garden has personality and 
one must honor it. Hers, she said, is 
uplifting and inspirational.

“I love beauty. When I had to define 
the rest of my life, I realized it was to 
create beauty and restore order. In turn, 
my garden inspires others to create 
beauty and restore order and this is my 
mission and I will do it forever.”

Her garden will be one of six on the 
Delray Beach Secret Garden Tour and 
Luncheon, on March 20.

                         — Christine Davis

Q. Where did you grow up and go 
to school? How do you think that has 
influenced you?

A. The boot heel of Kennett, Mo., on 
the Arkansas-Tennessee border, cotton 
and watermelon country. The Southern 
influence kept me grounded in home 
and family values.

Q. How and when did you become a 
gardener? 

A. Twenty years ago, my husband, 

Stan, and I were at the wonderful 
Bok Towers in Lake Wales. He said, 
“Find me a Bok Towers.” After much 
searching, we had to settle on a Florida 
hammock in Ocean Ridge. It was a 
jungle. It took five years to clear the 
ground and find out what would grow 
in the dense shade and little sun. I 
started studying and reading every 
book I could, and picking the brains of 

every nursery owner.  Finally, after 15 
years of creating my dream garden, I 
took a course at the County Extension 
to become a Master Gardener. Then, 
the real learning began. In the 
meantime, the gardens have been on 
numerous large group tours, including 
one bringing in 615 people.

Q. Have you had other careers or 
hobbies? What were the highlights?  

A. My husband and children were 
my career for the first 20 years. All 
along, I was involved in gourmet 
cooking and entertaining clients, 
decorating, taking college courses in 
English lit, the stock market, cooking 
with favorite chefs who came to the 
area. A favorite was Jacques Pepin. 
The most valuable hobby was taking 
the horticultural course to become a 
Master Gardener.

Q. Tell us about your garden.
A. My gardens are in five themes, 

each flowing gracefully into each 
other. I start a tour by showing the 
guests a huge bass chime hanging 
in a century-old strangler fig. When 
rung, it announces that visitors are 
coming in to visit the gardens. There is 
an orchestra of chimes that entertain 
us daily. There is no grass anywhere, 

only paths that lead to each theme 
with a “discovery” around every bend. 
There is “Midnight in the Garden 
of Good and Evil,” flowing into 
“Birdhouse Lane,” with 16 houses on 
posts. On that lane are sculptures of 
a life-sized mamma and baby zebra, 
a prehistoric leopard, a lion and a 
bear. The sculptures were done for 
us by artists. Five exotic 6-foot birds 
of limestone are seductively slipped 
into the greenery. I include some 
plants familiar to most, then push the 
appreciation and education of species 
they probably aren’t familiar with, 
i.e. Vil Mariniana, or by the common 
name, “Octopussy,” a huge, intriguing 
agave. People are welcome at any time 
to come and stroll through.

Q. What is your favorite part about 
living in Ocean Ridge? 

A. The ocean across the street is a 
magnate for tranquility, the setting of 
the property, and, of course, the people 
are wonderful.

Q. Have you had mentors in your 
life? Individuals who have inspired 
your life decisions?

A. Being from a family of 10 
children, I had many brothers and 
sisters to tap ideas from, but I was 
especially attracted to three aunts 
who left the home front to become 
very successful women when it was 
unpopular for women to breach the 
role of housewife: One was a writer 
who regaled me with history and tales 
of our ancestor, Stonewall Jackson, one 
aunt became a principal of the high 
school of our town, and one became 
a nurse. When one of us contracted a 
childhood disease, all 10 of us did.  So, 
we had the benefit of a private nurse.

Q. Who or what makes you laugh?
A. I love comic strips. I think there 

is genius in an artist who can convey in 
three frames a whole humorous story 
that takes an author to do in 300 pages. 
People with a genuine sense of humor 
thrill me.

Q. What book are you reading now? 
A. An Irish novel by Maeve Binchy 

called Tara Road.

Q. What music do you listen to when 
you need inspiration or want to relax?  

A. Smooth jazz and New Age jazz.  I 
feel artistic with Enya or Andrea 
Bocelli.

Q. If your life story were made into 
a movie, who would play you?

A. Now, that is a fantasy, but I 
would choose Elizabeth Taylor. She 
would portray me much spicier 
than I am. I would like to see how 
she would handle getting grimy in 
the garden, cooking and attending 
volunteer meetings and weed-pulling 
parties.  I’m sure she would walk 
off the set and my movie would be 
trashed.
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10 Questions

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR: Barbara Cook

About gardening, Cook says, ‘Create beauty and restore order. This in return 
will inspire others to create beauty and restore order in their own lives.’   
Photo by Jerry Lower

Delray Beach Secret Garden 
Tour and Luncheon

When: Saturday, March 20 
What: 6 private gardens 
Transportation: Trolley takes you around; 
meet at 8:35 a.m. at the Delray Beach 
Public Library, 100 W. Atlantic Ave., Delray 
Beach, in the rear parking lot. 
Cost: $47 if you RSVP before March 15, and 
later than that, $52. Continental breakfast 
and luncheon are included. RSVP: (561) 
276-1715, Carolyn Zimmerman

Proceeds go to the Lightup Delray 
Beach Holiday Decorating Contest and the 
Easter Bonnet Stroll. Make checks payable 
to Carolyn Zimmerman, and mail to 212 SW 
Second Ave., Delray Beach, FL 33444

Lunch will be in Carolyn Zimmerman’s 
garden. Breakfast will be in Ann Koplas’ 
garden.
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By Christine Davis

Brimming with vitality and 
bounding with energy, Gina 
and Garrett Bender’s charming 

Mediterranean-style, two-story 
home on Andrews Avenue 
will be one of the stops of the 
March 11 Delray Beach Home 
Tour. The tour will include 

seven homes in the beach area 
of Delray Beach and benefits 
the Achievement Centers for 
Children & Families.

“We have a full house,” Gina 

Bender said of her six-bedroom, 
seven-bath waterfront home 
with more than 9,000 total 
square feet. The Benders have 
three children: Draper, 17, 

Quillen, 15 and Olivia, 14. Also 
part of the family are a cat, 
Zazu, and three dogs: Molly, 
a springer spaniel; Milkshake, 
a West Highland white; and 
Layla, a pit bull.

“We are just missing a goat 
and a chicken,” she adds.

The home was a collaborative 
effort between Garrett, a real 
estate developer, and Gina, a 
designer and antiques dealer. 
They came from Atlanta and 
moved into their new home in 
2005. Randy Stofft of Randall 
E. Stofft Architects was the 
architect and Curtis House of 
Louis Anthony & Associates, 
designed the interiors. 

Set up perfectly for this 
family, the house is divided into 
rooms in the main part of the 
house (the dogs move pillows 
around and settle into the 
comfy sofas and chairs in the 
living room) as well as offices 
for Gina and Garrett. 

The big kitchen opens to 
the family room, where the 
children enjoy hanging out, 
even though they have a family 
room, just outside their cluster 
of bedroom suites upstairs. The 
guest room, also on the second 
floor and overlooking the water, 
is often taken over by friends 

Design

New ‘old’ family home a highlight of tour

The #1
Flooring 
Store in
Delray Beach

(561)

278•3600

950 SW 17th Avenue
Delray Beach, FL 33444

www.BarnardsCarpetOneDelrayBeach.com

30 YEARS, 
SAME OWNERS, 

SAME LOCATION

Gina Bender stands outside her home with her dog Milkshake. The house, and its murals, will be on the Delray Beach Home Tour.  Photos by Tim Stepien
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of the children, which is just 
fine with Gina as that makes it 
easier to keep track of her teens. 

The master suite is privately 
located in the north of the 
house on the second floor 
— and includes a gym, large 
bathroom and closets, and a 
sun-filled bedroom with French 
doors that open to a balcony 
offering water views.

For Gina, moving gave her 
the opportunity to create the 
“new old” home of her dreams, 
using ideas from Addison 

Mizner’s architecture and 
pictures of old Palm Beach 
homes that she collected from 
books and magazines. 

Architectural features 
include a tower staircase topped 
with a dome and adorned by 
a hand-painted mural, highly 
decorated Moorish columns, 
wrought-iron railings and 
grillwork, French doors, 
archways, deep brown natural 
woodwork, tea-stained stucco, 
stone floors as well as plank 
floors, decorative ceiling 
treatments, and tiles of all 
types, colors and sizes that 
Gina enjoyed finding.

Thank goodness, Gina said, 
that some wares from her 
Atlanta shops didn’t sell. Those 
pieces worked perfectly in her 
home’s décor, an eclectic mix of 
Indian and Spanish antiques, 
with rich woods and jewel-
toned fabrics. 

Outside, the grounds are 
a tropical paradise. Enclosed 
in a courtyard are patios, a 
summer kitchen, pool, spa and 
fountains. Along the waterfront 
of their home is a dock. 

“I loved creating this 
house,” Gina said. “It came 
together beautifully and the 
location is perfect. It’s great 
for entertaining, and, since it’s 
close to the beach, our house is 
where the kids’ friends come. 
Actually, they are doing more 
entertaining than Garrett 
and I.”

Coastal Star ad 09_ot.indd   1 7/19/09   5:54 PM

Molly and Milkshake enjoy the living room of the Bender’s 
Delray Beach home.  

IF YOU GO
The tour, which benefits the 

Achievement Centers for Children & 
Families, is 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday, 
March 11. Homes are between the 
ocean and Intracoastal Waterway, 
from Vista Del Mar to Pelican Lane.

The Achievement Centers for 
Children & Families in Delray Beach, 
a social services agency serving 700 
children and 150 adults, aims to help 
families achieve self-sufficiency, 
as well as providing the children of 
these families with the educational 
resources to help them succeed in 
school. The tour, in its eighth year, is 
the centers’ signature fund-raiser.

Ticket price is $100 and includes 
parking with continuous trolley 
service between the homes and a 
“Taste of Delray” catered luncheon. 
Reservations are required. Confirmed 
guests will receive a map of the 
homes one week before the event. 
Call (561) 266-0003.
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Local Voices

By Kathy Skipper

Haiti is on my mind. 
Like a newfound love, 

it is the prism that colors 
everything I see. Like the old 
and familiar, it is a comfort 
and a treasure.

Day and night, I think of 
Haiti. 

It’s been like this since I 
traveled there in December 
and then saw the country 
shockingly rocked to its knees 
on Jan. 12. 

You are not supposed to get 
this attached, I think. Don’t 
let yourself become obsessed 
by this. But it is too late. I have 
fallen in love with the Haitian 
people. 

When I traveled there as 
an employee of Food For The 
Poor, it was with 20 others 
looking to see the situation in 
Haiti firsthand, and to serve 
the poor. Some of us were 
staff; others, from around the 
country, took time out during 
the busiest season of the year 
to feed the hungry and visit 
the sick. They came from Texas 
and New York, from Michigan 
and from Georgia. 

My husband, a journalist 
who has traveled to Haiti 
many times, told me what to 

expect: the streets, the smells, 
the very air of destitution. My 
co-workers counseled me on 
food, water, on the outpouring 
of love we would receive from 
the Haitian people. 

I listened carefully, and 
tried to prepare myself. 

Despite all that, nothing 
truly readied me for what we 
saw after a two-hour flight 
from South Florida. I felt like a 

time-traveler. 
The infamous poverty was 

everywhere. Yet so was the 
hope and love. 

As we fed lunch to  children 
at a home for the handicapped, 
they were all over us, head to 
toe, touching our hair, and 
blessing us with their smiles.

We witnessed market day 
in Gressier, a town where 
we could not distinguish the 
mud pens from the houses. 
Children begged for food. 
Even though we learned many 
of the people soon would be 
moved to Food For The Poor 
houses, the bottle of water I 
was drinking choked me. 

In Cite Soleil, the worst 
slum in the Western 
Hemisphere, we washed the 
feet of the poor and gave them 
new shoes, while they sang 
hymns to us in Creole. They 
prayed for us. 

When I left, I made two 
commitments: to work harder 
for the poor, and to return as 
soon as possible. 

Then the news of the 
earthquake came, and our 
hearts broke. 

With each call came more 
news of devastation. Most of 
downtown Port-au-Prince was 
destroyed. The Hotel Montana, 
where we stayed in December, 

had fallen. We would learn 
that one of our staff members 
would be rescued after 17 
hours in the rubble, and that 
six members of our January 
mission trip with Lynn 
University were lost. 

We also learned that we 
were able to serve hot meals, 
that aid was getting in and 
that most of our houses had 
withstood the quake. 

I still can’t wait to return to 
Haiti and to the people who 
refuse to let love and hope die. 

They persevere. And so 
will we. 

Kathy Skipper works for 
Food For The Poor.

Haiti’s hold: Aid mission 
still haunts and inspires

About Food 
for The Poor
Food For The Poor is the 
largest international relief and 
development organization in the 
United States. 
The interdenominational 
Christian agency feeds millions 
of poor people in 17 countries of 
the Caribbean and Latin America, 
as well as providing emergency 
relief assistance, clean water, 
medicines, educational materials, 
homes, support for orphans 
and the aged, skills training and 
micro-enterprise development 
assistance. 
More than 96 percent of all 
donations go directly to programs 
that help the poor. 
On the Web at www.
foodforthepoor.org.

Kathy Skipper holds a child at the  Little Children of Jesus Handicapped Home just outside Port-
au-Prince. The home was untouched in the quake and all the children are OK. Photo provided
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GULF STREAM
Oceanfront Units-small pets allowed

Beach & swimming pool. From $179,900

OCEAN RIDGE
Waterfront 3 level townhouse

Swimming pool, Day Dockage $259,900

WOODFIELD COUNTRY CLUB
3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, 2 car garage

Gated Community-- Golf $399,900

OCEANFRONT / OCEAN RIDGE
New 2 bedroom/2 bath townhouse 

with garage $795,000

ANNUAL RENTAL
3 bedroom Home, Private Beach Entrance

Pool, Dogs welcome - $2,800/month

OCEAN RIDGE BEACH AREA 
RESIDENTIAL LOT

Yards to the Ocean & Beach $578,850

ANNUAL RENTAL
Direct Intracoastal penthouse unit 

with private boat dock
Furnished $3,200/month or
Unfurnished $3,100/month

ANNUAL RENTAL
2 bedroom, 2 bath duplex, Residential street

east of A1A, Accepts Pets $1,300/month

Luxurious Clubhouse
Spacious Yacht Club

Overlooking Intracoastal
Private Ocean Beach • Boat Docks

Country Club Atmosphere

1 Bedrm Units
from $98,900

2 Bedrooms from
$179,000

OCEAN RIDGE REALTY, INC.
5011 N. Ocean Blvd. (A1A) • Ocean Ridge, FL 33435

561-276-3220 800-892-2712

By Dianna Smith

On the day his world fell 
apart, Kivland Lubin turned to 
the only place where he feels at 
peace.

His work.
At Harbour’s Edge, a 

retirement living facility 
nestled along the Intracoastal 
in Delray Beach, more than 80 
employees are Haitian. So when 
a powerful earthquake rocked 
Haiti on Jan. 12, it rocked the 
lives of those here, too. 

Many workers lost family 
members, including Lubin, 
whose six relatives are still 
missing in the country’s capital, 
Port-au-Prince. He believes 
they all are dead. And though 
he felt weak and helpless in 
those first few days after the 
earthquake, it was the people at 
Harbour’s Edge who gave him 
strength.

 “When I came here, I felt 
better,” Lubin, 49, of Boca 
Raton, said. “I feel like I’m with 
my family.”

So Lubin and the rest of 
the Haitian staff did what 
they would do with their own 
families  — they prayed. A 
prayer service was quickly 
organized with Harbour’s Edge 
Executive Director Theresa 
Bertram nearby.

She brought in grief 
counselors and offered 
counseling to those who told 
their stories that day. Bertram 
still recalls the sadness that 
poured from their voices over 
and over again.

Employee Jean Delva had 

been in Port-au-Prince for 
a funeral and left just hours 
before the earthquake hit. In 
Haiti, he spent time with his 
sister and he bought his uncle a 
cell phone. When he returned 
to Florida he tried calling it. 
Still, no one answers.

“I don’t know where 
my family is,” Delva, 35, of 
Delray Beach said. “My house 
collapsed.”

Another man, Jocelyn 
Viau, mourns the loss of his 
entire town, Leogane, about 
30 miles outside the capital. 
Like hundreds of thousands of 
others, Viau’s family is sleeping 
on the street and, with the 
rainy season fast approaching, 
many are fearful that one bad 
rain could trigger mudslides 

and more death.
“This is very hard,” Viau, 

36, of Delray Beach, said. “My 
heart is over there.”

These stories touched the 
executive director so much 
that Harbour’s Edge started an 
employee assistance fund just 
for the Haitian employees. The 
money can be used to pay for 
cell phone calls to Haiti or to 
help them travel there. So far, 
almost $7,000 has been raised.

“Our commitment is to be 
there with them, so they don’t 
feel alone,” Bertram said. 

But the people of Harbour’s 
Edge want to be there for the 
people of Haiti, too.

Which is why the residents 
raised more than $12,000 
for the American Red Cross 

Greater Palm Beach Area 
Chapter. The local Red Cross 
alone has received more than 
$600,000 in donations, all of 

which have gone directly to 
Haiti, according to Larry Casey, 
CEO of the local chapter.

Lubin, Viau and Delva sat 
nearby as Casey was presented 
the check. He spoke of Haiti 
and the people suffering there, 
including their families.

“A lot of lives will be touched 
by this,” Casey said of the 
donation, adding, “I know how 
it tears at you, not being able to 
be there.”

But the men said they 
are thankful to be here. At 
Harbour’s Edge. Where work 
feels like home and the people 
are like family.

Where they always feel at 
peace.

Delray Beach
Workplace provides comfort to grieving Haitian staff

Kivland Lubin serves 
dinner to  Lou Alesi (left), 
Frieda Billere  and Paul 
Kramer at Harbour’s Edge, 
a Delray Beach retirement 
community.  Photo by Jerry 
Lower

Pelican Cove Party Unveils
Fitness Center Reconstruction

Late on Saturday afternoon,
February 13, the "Clubhouse
Committee:" Gary Wilkinson- Board
Secretary, Roger Rose- Board Treasurer
and Norma Skye- Board Member, pre-
sented their most recent achievement-
the renovation of their Fitness Center
and clubhouse kitchen. The construc-
tion was completed on time and within
budget by Triton Associates, Inc.

The renovation work consisted of
creating a concrete, soundproofed parti-
tion to sequester the fitness Center
activities from those of the Clubhouse,
a complete kitchen re-do, restroom ren-
ovation, new flooring and interior club-
house painting.

Also present to enjoy the festivities
and varied dinner entrees prepared and
served by All About You Catering were
Board Vice President Rick Robinson
and the day's event planner, Karen
Jordan.

Pelican Cove is a residential 
development with 12 town homes, 28
patio homes, dockage (with a recently
redone seawall) and clubhouse facili-
ties directly on the Intracoastal
Waterway in Ocean Ridge.

Peter Russel, Board President and Gary Wilkinson,
Board Secretary discuss the clubhouse renovation

Zelma Zena and Jackie Beard Robinson
enjoying the soiree

Barbara Rose, Lic. Community Assn.
Manager; Norma Skye, Pelican Cove Board
Member and Karen Jordan, Event Planner

Announcing... a new feature of The Coastal Star.  Show off your club, family or organization  
in a color feature format for $ 275. Please call for submission requirements: 561-901-7717.



By Linda Haase

Curls of wood turnings 
flutter through the air. 
Machines whirl and buzz, 
slicing through conversations. 
In the din of this two-story 
1,800-square-foot shop, 
crafters are transforming wood 
into works of art. When the 
dust settles, intricate bowls and 
boxes, realistic looking birds, 
detailed birdhouses and other 
remarkable objects emerge.

The Chislers, an inspired 
group of Briny Breezes 
woodworkers, are preparing 
for their annual show, set for 
March 17 at the community 
center (the 150 to 200 items for 
sale can be previewed from 4 
to 5 p.m. March 16.) 

This year, the 12-year-old 
event, held from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m., will be open to the 
public. “It gives our neighbors 
a chance to see what we do 
with woodcraft,” said Linc 
Musto, who carves decoys and 
shore birds.

Lunch and a raffle with a 
twist also are on tap. The $1 
raffle tickets allow would-be 
winners to designate their 
ticket for the item of their 
choice. 

Fun and ingenuity 
are cornerstones of this 
200-member group, which 
formed in 1958. There are few 
hard and fast rules here — but 
admittance to the club does 
come with strings: prospective 
members must attend two 
consecutive 45-minute 
meetings — and clean up 
the shop four times between 
meetings. Cleanup, which 
includes sweeping, putting 
things outside for recycling 

and emptying shop vacs, takes 
about 20 minutes each time, 
says Musto, who quips: “We 
are always looking for new 
members because we don’t like 
to clean.”

Membership is limited to 
residents of Briny and there’s a 
$25 initiation fee and dues are 
$5 a year, but when members 
turn 80, dues are free. 

Membership has perks: 
Not only can members use 
the equipment whenever they 
want, (the shop rivals Home 
Depot), they can borrow it for 
three days for home projects 
— a real boon since Briny 
residences have little storage. 

It’s also a place to learn, 

make friends, and be creative 
— members make everything 
from picture frames to chairs. 
“These people don’t want 
to sit in front of a TV. They 
have to be doing something 
and this is a perfect outlet for 
them,” explains Musto, who 
says woodworking relieves              

his stress. 
“We take a big piece of 

wood, cut it into pieces and 
then put it back into a big piece 
again,” quipped Ernie Propp, 
as he pieced together a walnut/
ambrosia maple wood bowl. 
“I spend three to four hours a 
day here. It’s a good group of 
people.”

In another workspace, 
Paul Stewart was indust-
riously building birdhouses. 
He’s made about 100 and is 
aiming for 200 — some for 
the Chislers show, others for 
shows in North Carolina. “It’s 
my first year in the club,” says 
Stewart. “I’m here about 20 
hours a week. The guys are fun 
and you learn a lot of stuff.”

Members also pitch in 
to build or repair ramps for 
handicapped Briny Breezes 
residents.

The group’s leader, Don 
Eschler, also the go-to guy 
when equipment breaks, 
infuses a southwestern style in 
his projects, which are often 
made of hundreds of pieces 
of wood. “This (12-inch) bowl 
has 355 pieces of wood in it,” 
he says. 

Says member Curt Mosher: 
“There’s a lot of satisfaction in 
seeing what you can make.”

Eschler agrees. “The people 
here come up with classy, 
quality items.” 
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For more information, please call 

(561)276-7511
or email: greenmarket@delraycra.org

The Delray GreenMarket is a Saturday morning destination is an open air market place 
offering everything from off-the-vine produce to just picked citrus and fragrant baked

goods to fresh cut flowers, blooming plants and gourmet taste treats.

TOP: Ernie Propp give some finishing touches to a wooden 
bowl he has been turning on a lathe. He says he has had terrific 
mentors teaching him.  ABOVE: Paul Stewart busy making 
bluebird birdhouses.  LEFT: This long-billed curlew, carved by 
Linc Musto, stands about 6 inches high.  Photos by Jerry Lower

Briny Breezes
Chislers carve out market with woodcrafters show

If you go:
Briny Breezes woodcrafters show
When: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., March 17
Where: Briny Breezes Community 
Center, 5000 N. Ocean Blvd.
Lunch offered: 11:30 to 1 p.m.
Raffle: 1 p.m.
Preview: 4 to 5 p.m., March 16
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Note: Events are current as of 2/26.
Please check with organizers for any changes.

MARCh 6
Saturday - 3/6 - Sand Sifters Beach 
Cleanup - Beach cleanup at Oceanfront 
Park, 6415 N. Ocean Blvd., just north of 
Ocean Avenue in Ocean Ridge. Meet at the 
pavilion. 8-10:30 am. Free. 734-9128.
3/6 - Rise & Shine Food Co-Op Opening 
is held at the Naoma Donnelley Haggin 
Boys & Girls Club, 1451 SW 7th St., Delray 
Beach. Garden tour and healthy cooking 
demonstration. 8-10 am/opening, 10-11 am 
cooking demo. 214-1280.
3/6 - Delray Greenmarket - New 
downtown location in the street on SE 
4th Ave. just south of Atlantic Ave. Every 
Saturday. 8 am-1 pm.  276-7511.
3/6 - Oceanside Farmers Market - A1A 
and Lake Ave., Lake Worth.Open Saturdays 
year-round. 8 am-1 pm. 547-3100.
3/6 - Surf Saturdays are held at 
Oceanfront Park, 6415 N. Ocean Blvd., 
Ocean Ridge for beginner surfers 6+. 
Bring sunscreen, bottled water and water 
shoes. 8:30-10 am. $25/resident, $31/non-
resident. Held again 3/20. 742-6650.
3/6 - Rummage Sale is held by the 
Women’s Fellowship at the Church of the 
Palms Friendship Center, 1960 N. Swinton 
Ave., Delray Beach. Used clothing, houshold 
items and more. 8:30-11am. 276-6347.
3/6 - Walk to Cure Diabetes is held 
at Centennial Square, Flagler Drive and 
Clematis St., West Palm Beach. 2-mile walk 
along Flagler Drive benefits the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation. 9 am/ 
registration, 10 am/walk. Free. 686-7701.
3/6 - 7th Annual Palm Beach Mental 
Health Research Symposium is held 
at the Palm Beach Convention Center, 
650 Okeechobee Blvd., West Palm Beach. 
Presentation topics include: Stress, 
depression, autism and schizophrenia. 9 
am-1 pm. Free. Limited seating. 256-7694.
3/6 - Nature in Miniature - Explore the 
butterfly garden, collect plant samples, and 
make slides at Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, 
1801 N. Ocean Blvd., Boca Raton. Ages 
7-12. 10-11:30 am. $7/members, $10/non-
members. Reservations: 391-8110.
3/6 - Start Smart Football is held at 
Catherine Strong Park, 1500 SW 6th St., 
Delray Beach. Ages 3-5 and their parents. 
10:30-11:30 am. 4-week class. $20/
residents and $25/non-residents. 243-7194.
3/6 - Fitness Stand-Up Paddle 
Boarding Lessons for ages 15 and over 
are offered at Oceanfront Park, 6415 N. 
Ocean Blvd., Ocean Ridge. 10:30-noon.  
Held again 3/20. $25/resident, $31/non-
resident. Includes all necessary equipment 
including use of paddle board and paddle. 
Pre-registration required. 742-6650.
3/6 - Morikami Gardens Photography 
Workshop - 3-day workshop with 
professional photographer Richard Reddig 
at The Morikami Museum and Japanese 
Gardens Oki Education Center Studio and 
the Gardens, 4000 Morikami Park Rd., 
Delray Beach. 10:30am-1:30 pm March 
6; 8-11 am March 13; and 10:30 am-1:30 
pm March 27. $80. Advance registration 
required. 495-0233 or www.morikami.org.
3/6 - Ikenobo Ikebana Society of South 
Florida Exhibition and Demonstration 
is held in conjuction with the West Palm 
Beach Garden Club at Dreher Park, 1100 
Southern Blvd., West Palm Beach. 12:30-3 
pm. $8/advance, $10/door. 793-4547.
3/6 - Sugar and Spice Herbs - Make 
your sugars and salts at the Gumbo 
Limbo Nature Center, 1801 N. Ocean 
Blvd., Boca Raton. Adults only. 1-2:30 
pm. $15/members, $22/non-members. 
Reservations: 391-8110.
3/6 - Tea Ceremony Workshop - Learn 
the basics of Sado at The Morikami 
Museum and Japanese Gardens Teahouse, 
4000 Morikami Park Rd., Delray Beach. 
Pre-requisite for studying Sado. 1-3:30 pm. 
$35. Registration: 495-0233.
3/6 -  Evening on Antique Row is 
presented by the Young Friends of the 
Historical Society of Palm Beach in the 
Antique Row Art & Design District in 3300 
and 3900 blocks of S. Dixie Hwy., West 
Palm Beach.  Visit shops and sample local 
restaurant fare. 6-9 pm. $45 and $100 

(includes after-party at Hotel Biba.) 832-
4164 or www.historicalsocietypbc.org.
3/6 - Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
Annual Gala is held at The Mar-A-Lago 
Club, 1100 S. Ocean Blvd., Palm Beach.  
Dining, dancing and silent auction. $500. 7 
pm. 775-9954.
3/6 - Sharing the Legacy of Abraham: 
the Forefather of Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam is presented by Dr. Aisha 
Musa at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in 
downtown Lake Worth. Free. 7:30-8:30 pm. 
Preceded by potluck supper/6:30 pm and 
prayer/6 pm. 582-6609.
3/6&7 - Lake Worth Art League 
Outdoor Show - View works by local 
artists at Cultural Plaza, 414 Lake Ave., Lake 
Worth. 9:30 am-4 pm. Free. 586-8666.
3/6&7 - Ocean Ave. Green Market is held 
at the Green Market Cafe, 400 E. Boynton 
Beach Blvd., Boynton Beach every Friday, 
Saturday & Sunday with Bakery, Deli and 
local produce. 10 am-3 pm. 752-8598.
3/6&7 - 43rd Annual Parish Festival - 
Carnival rides, entertainment, food vendors 
and a flea market at St. Vincent Ferrer 
Catholic Church, 840 George Bush Blvd., 
Delray Beach. Antique car show 3/6 from 
3-11 pm. Saturday: 11 am-11 pm; Sunday: 
8 am-5 pm. $30 each day for unlimited 
carnival rides. 276-6892.
Sunday - 3/7 - Yoga with Live Music is 
held every Sunday at the Colony Hotel, 525 
E. Atlantic Ave., Delray Beach. 9:30-11 am.  
$20. 703-1236 or www.colonyyoga.com.

MARCh 7-13
3/7 - Magic of Education Luncheon 
benefiting Take Stock in Children of 
Palm Beach County is held at The Beach 
Club, 755 N. County Rd., Palm Beach.
Reception, luncheon and performance by 
Gary Goodman, magician and entertainer. 
11:30am. $130. 683-1704 ext. 13.
3/7 - Art Exhibit Opening -of “The 
Works’’ by Joan Lustig will be held in the 
South Palm Beach Town Hall commission 
chambers, 3577 S. Ocean Blvd. 2-4 pm. 
Free. After opening, exhibit can be seen by 
appointment: 588-8889.
3/7 - Parrot Cove Home and Garden 
Tour is held in Lake Worth featuring nine 
homes and their gardens, two B&Bs and St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church. $20/advance, 
$25/welcome tent. Tickets available at 
participating Lake Worth merchants and 
the Oceanside Farmers Market or online: 
www.parrotcove.org. Free pedicabs 
available. Appetizers and beverages 
available at homes. No children. 2-6 pm. 
Rain or Shine. 586-8612. 
3/7 - 2010 Hunger Walk - presented 
by the Community Caring Center of 
Boynton Beach in front of the Schoolhouse 
Children’s Museum, 129 E. Ocean Ave. 1 
mile walk. 2:30 pm. Bring non-perishable 
food items or cash/check donation. Benefits 
families and children in the Heart of 
Boynton. 434-8301 or 493-1989.
3/7 - Performance in the Park is held at 
Veterans Park, 802 NE 1st St., Delray Beach. 
3-5 pm. 243-7277.
3/7 - The Delray String Quartet presents 
Stand back, Buenos Aires! at the Colony 
Hotel, 525 E. Atlantic Ave., Delray Beach. 
3:30 pm/lecture, 4 pm/concert. $35. 213-
4138.
Monday - 3/8 - Norman Scofield 
Watercolors Exhibit continues at 
Veterans Park Community Center, 802 
NE 1st St., Delray Beach. Works of local 
artist and educator are displayed with sale 
proceeds benefiting the Delray Art League’s 
Scholarship Fund. 8:30 am-4:30 pm/M-F. 
Exhibit runs until 4/15. 243-7350.
3/8 - Death in the Woods - presented 
as part of the Great Books group at the 
Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest 
Blvd. 10 am-Noon. Free. 742-6380.
3/8 - Musical Luncheon is presented by 
the School of the Arts Foundation Guild 
at Palm Beach Country Club, 760 N. Ocean 
Blvd., Palm Beach. Performances by music 
students from the Alexander W. Dreyfoos 
School of the Arts. 11:30 am. $100/
members, $125/non-members. 805-6298.
3/8 - Civil War: Part Two - presented 
as part of the Brown Bag Series at the 
Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest 
Blvd. Noon-1 pm. Free. 742-6380.

3/8 - The News on the News: The Good, 
the Bad, and the Ugly is presented by 
Palm Beach Post columnist Frank Cerabino 
as part of the Lifelong Learning Center 
@ the Library series held at the Delray 
Beach Public Library, 100 W. Atlantic Ave. 
A behind-the-scenes look at the process 
of news gathering and dissemination at a 
time of momentous change both inside and 
outside the newsroom. 2-3:30 pm. Fourth 
of a six-part series. Class continues 3/15, & 
22. Premier memberships available for $15. 
$35/Each 3-4 session course, $45/each 5-6 
session course. 266-9490.
3/8 - AmeriCorps Volunteer - A literacy 
AmeriCorps member is available for 
tutoring and homework help M-Th at the 
Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest 
Blvd. 2:30-6:30 pm. Free. 742-6396.
3/8 - In the Know: A Conversation 
about Contemporary Art is presented 
as part of the Culture & Cocktails series at 
Cafe Boulud, at the Brazilian Court Hotel, 
301 Austrailian Ave., Palm Beach. $35. 5-7 
pm. Open bar and hors d ‘oeuvres. RSVP: 
472-3330.
3/8 - A Night of Magic - presented 
by the Greater Delray Beach Chamber 
of Commerce Education Foundation at 
the Old School Square Gymnasium, 51 
N. Swinton Ave. Benefits local private 
and public schools by providing funding 
for items not available through county 
school district budgets. Features food 
from local restaurants, auctions and live 
entertainment. 5:30-7:30 pm. $20 per 
person. RSVP: 279-1380 ext. 13.
3/8 - Preview Cocktail Party for Trunk 
Show to benefit Wayside House is held 
at the Colony Hotel, 525 E. Atlantic Ave., 
Delray Beach. 6-8 p.m. $50. 278-0055.
3/8 - Henry Flagler: The Life and 
Legacy of the Inventor of Modern 
Florida is presented by Allison Goff, 
Education Director of the Henry Morrison 
Flagler Museum at the Boynton Beach City 
Library, 208  S. Seacrest Blvd. Co-hosted by 
the Boynton Beach Historical Society. 6:30-
8 pm. Free. 742-6390.
3/8 - Pottery and Passover is presented 
by the Jewish Women’s Circle of Palm 
Beach at the Palm Beach Jewish Center, 
205 Royal Palm Way, Palm Beach. Create 
your own Seder plate and enjoy delicious 
desserts. 7 pm. $18. 659-3884.
3/8 - U.S. Coast Guard Auxillary Flotilla 
54 meets the first Monday of each month 
at Boynton Beach Boat Park, 2010 N. 
Federal Hwy. Boaters and non-boaters 
welcome. 8 pm. 966-2158.
3/8 - VITA Free Income Tax Preparation 
Services - The United Way of Palm 
Beach County provides free income-tax 
services through its Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) Program. Available to 
households earning $49,000 or less a year. 
Locations: Pompey Park, 1101 N.W. 2nd 
Street or United Way Prosperity Center/
Neighborhood Resource Center, 141 S.W. 
12th Ave., both in Delray Beach. Through 
4/15. Call 2-1-1 or visit www.unitedwaypbc.
org and click on the Taxes Done Free icon.
Tuesday - 3/9 - Election Day. Uniform 
Municipal Elections: Delray Beach, Ocean 
Ridge, Manalapan, South Palm Beach. 
7 am-7 pm. Sample Ballots & Polling 
Locations: www.pbcelections.org
3/9 - Coral Reef Shark Feedings are held 
daily, T-Sat., at Sandoway House Nature 
Center, 142 S. Ocean Blvd. Delray Beach. 
Feeding begins at 10:30 am. Discover what 
Atlantic Ocean reef fish, nurse sharks, and 
spiny lobsters eat for breakfast. Free with 
$4 admission to the nature center. 274-
7263 or www.sandowayhouse.com.
3/9 - Family Storytime is held at the 
Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest 
Blvd. Stories, sing songs and fingerplays. 
Infants-Age 5. 10-10:45 am. Held again 
3/16, 3/23, & 3/30.  Free. 742-6380.
3/9 - Day Trip to Roger Dean Stadium 
leaves from Veterans Park, 802 NE 1st St., 
Delray Beach. Florida Marlins vs. Boston 
Red Sox. Bus leaves at 11:30 am and returns 
at 5 pm. $50/Delray resident, $55/non-
resident: includes bus, admission and lunch 
voucher. Space is limited. Reservations: 
243-7350.
3/9 - Spring Fashion Show is held in the 
center courtyard at Plaza del Mar, corner 
of A1A and Ocean Ave., Manalapan. Live 
music. 1 pm. 762-5340.

3/9 - Morocco - presented by 
photographer Carol-Ann Rogus as part of 
the Armchair Travel Series at the Delray 
Beach Public Library, 100 W. Atlantic Ave. 
Tour minarets and mosques, plus four 
imperial cities. 2 pm. Free. 266-9490.
3/9 - Gateways into Romanticism: Four 
Symphonies by Beethoven is presented 
by Dr. Barbara Barry as part of the Lifelong 
Learning Center @ the Library series held 
at the Delray Beach Public Library, 100 
W. Atlantic Ave. Learn how Beethoven’s 
symphonies provide models of symphonic 
form and style for later composers of 
the 19th century. 2-3:30 pm. Second in a 
four-part series. Class continues 3/16 & 23. 
Premier memberships available for $15. 
$35/Each 3-4 session course, $45/each 5-6 
session course. 266-9490.
3/9 - Afghanistan: Rhetoric vs. Reality 
is presented by Rory Stewart as part of 
the Esther B. O’Keefee Lecture Series at 
The Society of the Four Arts Walter S. 
Gubelmann Auditorium, 2 Four Arts Plaza, 
Palm Beach. 2:30 pm. $25. 655-7227.
3/9 - The Man in the White Sharkskin 
Suit by Lucette Lagnado is presented by 
the Evening Book Group at the Delray 
Beach Public Library, 100  W. Atlantic Ave. 6 
pm. Free. 266-9490 or 266-0194.
3/9 - Pajama Storytime is held at the 
Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest 

Blvd. Ages 3-6 (plus siblings) hear stories, 
sing, dance and make a craft while in 
pajamas. 7-8 pm. Free. 742-6380.
3/9-11 - Trunk Show to Benefit Wayside 
House is held at the Colony Hotel, 525 E. 
Atlantic Ave., Delray Beach. Vendors and 
artists sell everything from crafts and 
jewelry to baby food and portraits. 10 am 
to 5 pm. $5. 278-0055.
Wednesday - 3/10 - Tots ‘n Tales 
Storytime - Ages 3-23 months listen to 
books, sing songs and dance at the Boynton 
Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest Blvd. 
9:45-10:30 am. Held again 3/17, 24 & 31. 
Free. 742-6390.
3/10 - Treasures’ Appraisal Show 
- Representatives from Bruce Kodner 
Galleries give free verbal appraisals at 
South Palm Beach Town Hall, 3577 S. Ocean 
Blvd. 10 am-2 pm. Free. 588-8889.
3/10 - Ready, Set, Read Storytime - 
Ages 3-5 listen to stories, sing songs, dance 
and make a simple craft at the Boynton 
Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest Blvd. 
11:30 am-12:15 pm. Held again 3/17, 24 & 
31. Free. 742-6390.
3/10 - Untold World War II Stories is 
presented by veteran Earl Epstein at the 
Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest 
Blvd.1:30-3 pm. Free. 742-6390.
3/10 - Paris & The Jazz Age is presented 
by Dr. Terryl Lawrence as part of the 
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Lifelong Learning Center @ the Library 
Series held at the Delray Beach Public 
Library, 100 W. Atlantic Ave. A look at this 
time of seemingly endless parties in Paris 
and on the Cote d’ Azur. 2-3:30 pm. Third in 
a six-part series. Class continues 3/17, 24 & 
31. Premier memberships available for $15. 
$35/Each 3-4 session course, $45/each 5-6 
session course. 266-9490.
3/10 - Comics Workshop - Create simple 
comics using www.bitstrips.com at the 
Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest 
Blvd.Grades 6-12. 6-7 pm. Free. 742-6393.
3/10 - Teen Gaming is held at the 
Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest 
Blvd. Grades 6-12 play video games. 
Offered again 3/17 & 3/24. 6-7:30 pm. Free. 
742-6393.
3/10 - Mass Atrocities in Sudan and 
the Road to Elections: New Risks and 
Responses is presented by Jerry Fowler, 
President of Save Darfur Coalition at the 
Northern Trust Bank Building, 770 E. 
Atlantic Ave., Delray Beach. Hosted by
the  World Affairs Council of the Florida 
Palm Beaches. 6-7:45 pm. $30/non-
members advance, $35/door. 236-1825.
3/10 - Legal and Ethical Issues: 
The O.J. Simpson Trial and Recent 
Supreme Court Decisions is presented 
by Sindee Kerker as part of the Lifelong 
Learning Center @ the Library series held 
at the Delray Beach Public Library, 100 
W. Atlantic Ave. Explore legal and ethical 
issues resulting from trials and U.S. court 
decisions. 6:30-8 pm. First in a three-part 
series. Class continues 3/17 & 24. Premier 
memberships available for $15. $35/Each 
3-4 session course, $45/each 5-6 session 
course. 266-9490.
3/10 - Alix Dobkin reads from and signs 
her book, My Red Blood at the Clay Glass 
Metal Stone Gallery, 605 Lake Ave., Lake 
Worth. Wine, cheese and song. 7 pm. $10 
donation request. 215-205-9441.
3/10 - Human Alterations in Wetland 
Ecosystems: The Impacts of Water 
Management and Climate Change is 
presented by Dr. Tiffany Troxler at Gumbo 
Limbo Nature Center, 1801 N. Ocean Blvd., 
Boca Raton. Ages 14 +. 7-8:30 pm. $5. 
Reservations: 391-8110.
3/10&11 - Russia is presented by Dr. 
Jeffrey Morton as part of the South Palm 
Beach Community Affairs Advisory Board 
2010 Lecture Series held at South Palm 
Beach Town Hall, 3577 S. Ocean Blvd. 7:30 
pm both evenings. $25. 588-8889.
Thursday - 3/11 - Boynton Beach 
Library Quilters meet every Thursday 
at the Boynton Beach City Library, 208 
S Seacrest Blvd. 9-11:30 am. Free. 742-6390.
3/11 - Two by Two Storytime - Ages 24-
35 months listen to stories, sing silly songs 
and do fingerplays while making new 
friends at the Boynton Beach City Library, 
208 S Seacrest Blvd. Held again 3/18 & 25. 
10-10:45 am. Free. 742-6393.
3/11 – Knit ‘N Purl - is presented by 
rotating facilitators at the Delray Beach 
Public Library, 100 W. Atlantic Ave. Offered 
again 3/25. 10:30 am. Free. 266-9490.
3/11 - Playdough Fun Day - Ages 3-5 
make shapes & letters with playdough 
at the Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. 
Seacrest Blvd. 11-Noon. Free. 742-6393.
3/11 - Dancing at Rick’s Café - 
A.N.T.H.U.M. Jazz Band perfomrs every 
Thursday at the Boynton Beach Senior 
Center, 1021 S. Federal Hwy. Food and 
beverages available for purchase. Senior 
Center ID required. 1 pm. Free. 742-6570.
3/11 - Dr. Robert Watson lectures on 
political scandals through the ages as 
part of the Lifelong Learning Center @ 
the Library series held at the Delray Beach 
Public Library, 100 W. Atlantic Ave. 2-3:30 
pm. Second in a three-part series. Class 
continues 3/18. Wait list only/class is full. 
Premier memberships available for $15. 
$35/Each 3-4 session course, $45/each 5-6 
session course. 266-9490.
3/11 - Russia and Its Neighbors is 
presented by the Great Decisions Series 
at the Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. 
Seacrest Blvd. 2-4 pm. Free. 742-6390.
3/11 - Read with Hogan the Reading 
Dog at the Boynton Beach City Library, 
208 S. Seacrest Blvd. Each reader gets 10 
minutes with Hogan. All ages. Also held 
3/18 & 3/25. 4-5 pm. Free. 742-6380.
3/11 - Red Flags for GI Cancers - 
presented by Christina Gomez, M.D. at 

Bethesda Memorial Hospital, 2815 S. 
Seacrest Blvd., Boynton Beach. 4:30 pm. 
Free. 731-2273.
3/11 - Hannah Montana - Grades 6-12 
join teen movie night at the Boynton Beach 
City Library, 208 S. Seacrest Blvd. 6-7:30 
pm. Free. 742-6393.
3/11 - Sunken Treasures - John 
Christopher Fine narrates a slide 
presentation of artifacts recovered from  
diving expeditions in search of the Spanish 
Main at the Boynton Beach City Library, 208 
S. Seacrest Blvd. 6-7:30 pm. Free. 742-6380.
3/11 - Ogren & Resorts Styles - Panel 
discussion presented as part of the Delray 
Beach Historical Society’s  3-month 
Architecture Program. Learn about 
Sam Ogren the “Father of Delray Beach 
Architecture.” Held at Sandoway House 
Nature Center, 142 S. Ocean Blvd. 6:30 pm. 
Free. Exhibit of architectural drawings 
continues through 3/31. 274-9578.
3/11 - Writers Corner is held at the 
Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest 
Blvd. Free manuscript critiquing by 
published authors. 6:30-8 pm. Free. 742-
6380 or www.boyntonlibrary.org.
3/11- African-American Film Festival 
(Africans in the Diaspora) is held at the 
Kravis Center for the Peforming Arts, 701 
Okeechobee Blvd., West Palm Beach. 
First film is The Agronomist. Films also 
shown 3/18 (The Harder They Come) & 3/25 
(Quilombo & Love Unknown). $10/night or 
$25/festival. 7 pm/all 3 events. 832-7469.
3/11 - James Grippando speaks and signs 
his new book, Money to Burn at Murder 
on the Beach Bookstore, 273 NE 2nd Ave., 
Delray Beach. 7 pm. Free. 279-7790.
3/11 - Wine Dinner & Auction (Wine, 
Women & Song) is held at The Mar-A-
Lago Club, 1100 S. Ocean Blvd., Palm 
Beach. Leaders in Furthering Education 
hosts event featuring wine from around 
the world with related hors d’oeuvres, 
auctions, dinner, live music and 
entertainment. 7 pm. $350. 865-0955.
3/11 - James E. Buffan Gold Coast Band 
Concert at the Boynton Beach Civic Center, 
128 E. Ocean Ave. 7:30 pm. $7. 742-6240.
Friday - 3/12 - I Can Cope: Cancer 
Education Seminar - Practical 
information for the day-to-day issues of 
living with cancer at Bethesda Memorial 
Hospital, 2815 S. Seacrest Blvd., Boynton 
Beach. 8am-2:30 pm. Free. 737-7733.
3/12 - Going Green and Staying Green 
is held at South Palm Beach Town Hall, 
3577 S. Ocean Blvd. Speakers, displays and 
demonstrations on energy and resource 
conservation. 10 am-2 pm. Free. 588-8889.
3/12 - Pre-K Rhythm & Rhyme: 
Symphony of the Americas - Master 
musicians play classic children’s songs at 
the Schoolhouse Children’s Museum, 129 E. 
Ocean Ave., Boynton Beach. Special guest is 
a french hornist. Ages 2-5. 10:30 am-noon. 
$2.50 plus museum admission. 742-6782.
3/12 - Bob Roberts Society Orchestra 
-  Dance to music from the ‘20’s, ‘30’s and 
‘40s at the Boynton Beach Civic Center, 128 
E. Ocean Ave. every Friday. 1:30-3:30 pm. $4 
at the door. 742-6240.
3/12 - Knights of Columbus Council 
Fish Fry every Friday during Lent at St. 
Vincent Ferrer Catholic Church, 840 George 
Bush Blvd., Delray Beach. 5-7 pm. $12. 
276-6892.
3/12 - St. Patrick’s Corned Beef and 
Cabbage Dinner and Classic Movie 
is presented by the Church of the Palms 
Men’s Club in the Fellowship Center, 1960 

N. Swinton Ave., Delray Beach. $10/adults 
& $4/children for dinner followed by 1945 
film,The Bells of St. Mary’s. 5:30 pm. 276-
6347.
3/12 - Avery Sommers performs a concert 
from America’s Songbook and discusses her 
memories at the Crest Theatre, Old School 
Square, 51 N. Swinton Ave., Delray Beach. 
7 pm. $40. Proceeds benefit the Spady 
Cultural Heritage Museum. 279-8883.
3/12&13 - Graceful Tropical 
Beauty of Orchids: A Workshop for 
Watercolorists is taught by Karen Eskesen 
in the Ocean Breeze Room/Crest Theatre 
building, 51 N. Swinton Ave., Delray Beach. 
An intensive workshop on painting orchids. 
9:30 am- 5 pm. $200. 243-7922, Ext. 317.
Saturday - 3/13 - Ocean Ridge Garden 
Club Annual Rummage Sale is held 
at Ocean Ridge Town Hall, 6450 N. Ocean 
Blvd. 8 am-noon. No early birds. Proceeds 
support scholarships for local 4th graders 
and high school students. 364-8583
3/13 - 5th Annual Sea Turtle Day is 
held at Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, 1801 
N. Ocean Blvd., Boca Raton. Celebrate sea 
turtles, marine life, and our oceans.10 am - 
4 pm. Free. 338-1473.
3/13 - Delray Beach 42nd Annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade honors fire fighters 
& emergency service personal along 
Atlantic Avenue. Pre & Post party held 11 
am-7 pm at Old School Square, Special pre-
parade performances start at 1 pm along 
Atlantic Ave. Parade at 2 pm. 279-0907. 
3/13 - The Art of Thinking: Part II is 
presented by Delray Beach resident, Paul 
Barber at the Delray Beach Public Library, 
100 W. Atlantic Ave. 2 pm. Free. 266-9490.
3/13 - 27th Annual Red Cross South 
County Gala (Luau at Sunset) is held in the 
Great Hall of the Boca Raton Resort & Club, 
501 E. Camino Real, Boca Raton. Polynesian 
themed event benefits the South County 
Services of the American Red Cross in honor 
of NCCI Holdings, Inc. 7 pm. $150/Young 
Friends and NCCI employees, $250/others. 
718-5602.
3/13 - Barefoot on the Beach bash 
benefits Boys & Girls Clubs of Palm Beach 
County at The Breakers Beach Club, 1 S. 
County Rd., Palm Beach. Casual white-on-
white event includes dinner, dancing and 
raffle. 7 pm. $275. 683-3287.
3/13-14 - Artists in the Park is held at 
Veterans Park in Delray Beach. 10 am-4:30 
pm. Held again 3/20&21 and 3/27&28. 
Free. 843-2311.
3/13-14 - Delray Art Collective holds a 
Village ArtsMart at 115 NE 4th Ave.between 
Atlantic Ave. and Federal Hwy. with a 
recycled green theme. Noon to sunset. 
715-8849.

MARCh 14-20
Sunday - 3/14 - First Annual Black ‘n 
Bleu Art and Music Festival - Artists 
and alternative craft makers display at 
Old School Square Cultural Art Center 
Amphitheater, 51 N. Swinton Ave., Delray 
Beach. Food vendors plus green market 
provided by The Boys and Girls Club of 
Delray Beach. Musical groups: Uproot 
Hootenanny, We have Machines and Grey 
and Orange. Noon-6 pm. Adults $7; Free/
children under 12. 243-7922.
3/14 - Sunday Musical Matinee Series -  
Jazz Survivors perform at the Delray Beach 
Public Library, 100 W. Atlantic Ave. 2 pm. 
$15. 266-9490.
3/14 - The Modern Show Opening 
Reception is held at Margot Stein Gallery, 

Municipal Meetings
3/9 & 3/22 - Lantana - Meets second & fourth Mondays of each month at Lantana 
Town Hall, 500 Greynolds Circle. 7 pm. Agenda at www.lantana.org.
3/12 - Gulf Stream - Meets second Friday of the month at the Gulf Stream Town 
Hall, 100 Sea Rd. 9 am. Agenda available in clerk’s office.
3/16 - Delray Beach - Meets first & third Tuesdays of each month at Delray Beach 
City Hall, 100 N.W. 1st Ave. 6 pm. Agenda at: www.mydelraybeach.com.
3/23 - Manalapan - Meets fourth Tuesday of each month at Manalapan Town Hall, 
600 S. Ocean Blvd., Manalapan. 9:30 am. Agenda at www.manalapan.org.
3/23 - South Palm Beach - Meets fourth Tuesday of each month in the South Palm 
Beach Town Hall Council Chambers, 3577 S. Ocean Blvd. 7:30 pm. Agenda available at 
www.southpalmbeach.com
3/25 - Briny Breezes - Meets fourth Thursday of each month at Briny Breezes Town 
Hall, 4802 N. Ocean Blvd. 4 pm. Agenda at www.townofbrinybreezes-fl.com
4/5 - Ocean Ridge - Meets first Monday of the each month at Ocean Ridge Town 
Hall, 6450 N. Ocean Blvd., Ocean Ridge. 6 pm. Agenda at www.oceanridgeflorida.com



512 Lucerne Ave., Lake Worth. Works by 
American Modernists, 1930-1969. 4 -7 pm. 
582-5770 or www.margotstein.com.
3/14 - Enchanted Garden is presented as 
the 12th annual spring benefit and auction 
for the Mounts Botanical Garden, 531 N. 
Military Trail, West Palm Beach. Award 
presentation, wine and hors d’ oeuvres and 
silent auction. 4:30-7 pm. $75. 233-1757.
Monday - 3/15 - Brown Bag Series - 
presented by The Friends of the Boynton 
Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest Blvd. 
Topic TBA. Noon-1 pm. Free. Held again 
3/22 & 29. 742-6380.
3/15 - Self Defense Class for Teens and 
Women begins at the Boynton Beach Civic 
Center, 128 E. Ocean Ave. Instructors from 
Kempo Karate. 5-6 pm Through 4/19. $40/
residents, $50/non-residents. 742-6650.
3/15 - Randy Wayne White speaks and 
signs his new book, Deep Shadow at Murder 
on the Beach Bookstore, 273 NE 2nd Ave., 
Delray Beach. 7 pm. Free. 279-7790.
Tuesday - 3/16 - AARP Driving Class is 
held at South Palm Beach Town Hall, 3577 
S. Ocean Blvd. Held again 3/18. 9 am-1 pm. 
Free. 588-8889.
3/16 - America: A Senator Looks Back 
- and Forward is presented by Senator 
Chuck Hagel as part of The Esther B. 
O’Keeffe Lecture Series at The Society of the 
Four Arts Walter S. Gubelmann Auditorium, 
2 Four Arts Plaza, Palm Beach. 2:30 pm. 
$25. 655-7227.
3/16 - Games @ Your Library is held 
at the Boynton Beach City Library, 508 S. 
Seacrest Blvd. Grades K-5 play video games. 
Held again 3/30. 4-5 pm. Free. 742-6380.
3/16 - Teen Drawing & Origami - Grades 
6-12 use library books for inspiration at the 
Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest 
Blvd. Supplies provided. 5-6 pm. Free. 
742-6393.
Wednesday - 3/17 - Is Civic Education 
Alive and Well in Palm Beach County 
Schools? Panal discussion is presented by 
the League of  Women Voters at COMPASS 
Building 201 2nd Ave. N., Lake  Worth.  9:45 
am-noon. Free. Non-members welcome. 
533-9699 or www.lwvpbc.org.
3/17 - Spanish Conversation Group - 
presented by Barbara Wolk at the Delray 
Beach Public Library, 100 W. Atlantic Ave. 2 
pm. Free. 266-9490 or 266-0194.
3/17 - Manalapan Book Club discusses 
A Tale of Love and Darkness, by Amos Oz at 
the J. Turner Moore Memorial Library, 1330 
Lands End Rd. 3 pm. 588-7577.
3/17 - Limericks & Leprechauns - Grades 
K-5 celebrate St. Patrick’s Day  at the 
Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest 
Blvd.4-5 pm. Free. 742-6393.
3/17&18 - Florida Climate and 
Hurricane Trends is presented by Dr. 
Chris Landsea as part of the Community 
Affairs Advisory Board of South Palm Beach 
Lecture Series at South Palm Beach Town 
Hall, 3577 S. Ocean Blvd. 7:30 pm both 
evenings. $25. 588-8889.
Thursday - 3/18 - Understanding Other 
Cultures: How We View Others - One 
Thousand Roads to Mecca by Michael Wolfe 
is presented by the Book Discussion Group 
at the Delray Beach Public Library, 100 W. 
Atlantic Ave. 10:30 am. Free. 266-9490.
3/18 - Boynton Woman’s Club Mad 
Hatters Tea - Club members wear hats 
and decorate tables to compete for prizes at 
the Boynton Woman’s Club, 1010 S. Federal 
Hwy. Proceeds benefit Heifer International. 
2-4 pm. $15. 731-2764.
3/18 - The Persian Gulf - part of the Great 
Decisions Series at the Boynton Beach City 
Library, 208 S. Seacrest Blvd. 2-4 pm. Free. 
742-6390.
3/18 - Thomas Paine’s American Creed 
in the Age of Globalization is presented 
by Thomas Walker of Dartmouth University 
as part of the Jack Miller Forum in the Live 
Oak Room at Florida Atlantic University, 777 
Glades Rd., Boca Raton. 3 pm. 297-3020. 
3/18 - Savor the Avenue is held along 
Atlantic Avenue from Swinton Ave. to east 
5th Ave. in Delray Beach. Florida’s longest 
table features gourmet food and fine wine. 
Cocktail reception is held at Worthing Place 
from 5:30-6:30 pm and 8:30-10 pm. Prix 
Fixe menus from $49-85 from participating 
restaurants. Reservation deadline 3/12: 
279-1380, Ext. 17 or www.bocamag.com, 
floridatable.com.
3/18 - Wine & Jazz in the Garden is 
held at the American Orchid Society, 16700 

AOS Lane, Delray Beach. Sunset stroll with 
live music and food. 5:30-7:30 pm. $20/
members, $25/non-members. 404-2031.
3/18 - Begging For Change by Sharon 
Flake is the teen book discussion at the 
Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest 
Blvd. Grades 6-12. 6-7 pm. Free. 742-6393.
Friday - 3/19 - Parker Ladd’s Author 
Breakfast Series continues with Jane 
Stanton-Hitchcock, Mortal Friends and 
Gillian Gill, We Two: Victoria & Albert: Rulers, 
Partners, Rivals at Cafe Boulud at The 
Brazilian Court Hotel, 301 Australian Ave., 
Palm Beach. 8:45-10 am. $100 includes 
breakfast, parking and a copy of one of the 
featured books. 366-4301.
3/19 - Pre-K Make & Take: Fingerprint 
Flowers - Ages 2-5 use fingerprints to 
make a flower scene at the Schoolhouse 
Children’s Museum, 129 E. Ocean Ave., 
Boynton Beach. 10:30 am-noon. $2.50 plus 
admission to the museum. 742-6782.
3/19 - Howard Fineman - Newsweek’s 
senior Washington correspondent and NBC/
MSNBC news analyst brings his  perspective 
on politics to the Forum Club’s luncheon at 
the Cohen Pavilion at the Kravis Center, 701 
Okeechobee Blvd., West Palm Beach. Noon. 
$30/members, $40/guest tickets: members 
and applicants, $55/public. 304-0570.
3/19 - Ocean Avenue Concert Series 
presents country music by Sundown at the 
Ocean Avenue Amphitheatre, E. Ocean Ave. 
between Seacrest Blvd. and N.E. 1st St., 
Boynton Beach. Bring folding chairs - food 
& drink available for purchase. No pets. 6-9 
pm. Free. 742-6246.
3/19 - 8th Annual Boca Bacchanal: 
Vintner Dinners are held at private 
estates to benefit the Boca Raton Historical 
Society. 7 pm. $325. 395-6766, Ext. 101.
3/19-21 - Red Hot Hollywood is 
performed at the Crest Theatre, Old School 
Square, 51 N. Swinton Ave., Delray Beach. 8 
pm/F, 2 & 8 pm/Sat., 2 pm/Sun. $42. 243-
7922 or www.oldschool.org.
Saturday - 3/20 - 2nd Annual Spring 
Bonanza is held at the Schoolhouse 
Children’s Museum, 129 E. Ocean Ave., 
Boynton Beach. Pony rides, bounce houses, 
face painting and more. $5. 10 am-5 pm. 
742-6783.
3/20 - Breastfeeding Prenatal Class is 
taught by lactation consultants at Bethesda 
Memorial Hospital, 2815 S. Seacrest Blvd., 
Boynton Beach. Expectant parents learn 
the benefits of breastfeeding, keys to 
success, supply and demand, positioning, 
breast pumps, returning to work and 
weaning. Both parents encouraged to 
attend. 10 am–noon. $25. 369-2229.
3/20 - Coral Reefs - Learn about coral 
reefs at the Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, 
1801 N. Ocean Blvd., Boca Raton. Ages 7-12. 
10:30 am-Noon. $12/members, $18/non-
members. Reservations: 391-8110.
3/20 - Timeless Songs Still Treasured 
Singing Duo - Join Risa Beth & Dee at the 
Delray Beach Public Library, 100 W. Atlantic 
Ave. 2 pm. Free. 266-9490 or 266-0194.
3/20 - Dominoes Tournament is held at 
the Carolyn Sims Center, 225 NW 12th Ave., 
Boynton Beach. 18 and over. 1-3 pm. $10/
residents, $13/non-residents. 742-6641.
3/20 - 8th Annual Boca Bacchanal 
Winefest & Auction is held at the Boca 
Raton Resort & Club, 501 E. Camino Real to 
benefit the Boca Raton Historical Society. 
Dinner with vintner chefs and auctions. 
6:30 pm. $275. 395-6766, Ext. 101.
3/20 - 45th Annual Unity School 
Auction & Dinner Dance is held at Quail 
Ridge Country Club, 3715 Golf Rd., Boynton 
Beach. Includes live and silent auctions. 
6:30 pm. $85. 276-4414.

3/20-21 - Briny Breezes Art League 
Art Show - Artwork by more than 50 local 
Briny Breezes artists (including Marion 
Roddin work, The Harbor, shown above) on 
display for show and sale at the Community 
Center, 5000 N. Ocean Blvd. (just south of 
Woolbright Rd. on A1A), Briny Breezes. 10 
am-4 pm both days. Free. 274-4026.

3/20-21 - Reggae Fest - Celebrate spring 
with island flair at this family festival at 
Bryant Park, Lakeside Dr., Lake Worth. 
Sat. 10 am-10 pm; Sun. Noon-6 pm. $5. 
582-4401.
3/20-21 - Hatusme Fair returns to 
Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens, 
4000 Morikami Park Rd., Delray Beach. 
Taiko and live Japanese music, contests, 
workshops, panels, demonstrations, kids 
activities, food and beverages. 11 am-6 pm. 
$10/adults and $5/kids before 3/18, $12/
adult and $6/kids at gate, free/museum 
members and children under 3. 495-0233, 
Ext. 200 or www.morikami.org.

March 21-27
Sunday - 3/21 - 8th Annual Boca 
Bacchanal Grand Tasting is held at the 
Mizner Park Amphitheatre, 590 Plaza Real, 
to benefit the Boca Raton Historical Society. 
Noon-3 pm. Wine seminars and tastings 
with local chefs and vintners. $85/advance, 
$100/gate. 395-6766, Ext. 101.
3/21 - All People’s Diversity Festival is 
held inside at Pompey Park, 1101 NW 2nd 
St., Delray Beach. Entertainment, booths, 
and workshops. Sponsored by One Planet 
United. Noon-5 pm. Free. 495-9818 or 
www.opunited.org.
3/21 - The Dueling Divas: Renata 
Tebaldi & Maria Callas - Boca Raton 
soprano Hazel Phillips sings at the Delray 
Beach Public Library, 100 W. Atlantic Ave. 2 
pm. Free. 266-9490.
3/21 - Cafe Frankie’s Customer 
Appreciation Party and Art Show is 
held at Cafe Frankie’s, 640 E. Ocean Ave., 
Boynton Beach. Wine, hors ‘d oeuvers, 
music and art auction by Philip Crawford of 
Ocean Ridge. A portion of proceeds benefits 
St. Mark Catholic Church, Boynton Beach. 
3-7 pm. 732-3834.
3/21 - Association of Performing Arts 
of India Concert is held at St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church in downtown Lake Worth. 
Music by sitar, santoor and tabla with 
classical Indian dance. Concert followed by 
wine & cheese reception. 4 pm. $20/adults, 
$10/students under 18. 582-6609.
Monday - 3/22 - Let’s Dance!: The 
Making of a PBS Documentary is 
presented by Steve Caras as part of the 
Lunch & Learn lecture series at the Weiner 
Banquet Center in the Cohen Pavilion of the 
Kravis Center, 701 Okeechobee Blvd., West 
Palm Beach. 11:30 am. $75. 832-7469.
3/22 - The Garden of Forking Paths is 
presented as part of the Great Books group 
at the Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. 
Seacrest Blvd. Noon-1 pm. Free. 742-6380.
3/22 - French Conversation Group  is 
presented by rotating facilitators at the 
Delray Beach Public Library, 100 W. Atlantic 
Ave. 2 pm. Free. 266-9490 or 266-0194.
3/22-24 - Christine Ebersole performs at 
the Crest Theatre, Old School Square, 51 N. 
Swinton Ave., Delray Beach. 8 pm/M&T, 2 
pm/W. $42. 243-7922, Ext. 1.
3/22-28 - 5th Annual Delray Beach 
Film Festival is held at various venues 
in downtown Delray Beach. Includes 
Battle of the Bands, workshops, award 
presentations, screenings and more. 
Information: 381-3212 or www.dbff.us.
Tuesday - 3/23 - Tour the Sugar Cane 
Fields with the Boynton Beach Garden 
Club - Bus leaves from SW corner of 
Congress Ave. and Boynton Beach Blvd. at 
8 am and returns around 4 pm. Includes 
heritage and agriculture tour of Clewiston 
and Lake Okeechobee and lunch at the 
historic Clewiston Inn. Closed-toe shoes 
only in the refinery. $60/BBGC members, 
$65/non-members. Registration deadline 
3/12. 491-8033 or 369-0613.
3/23 - Masterpieces of Japanese 
Laquerware exhibition opens at Morikami 
Museum and Japanese Gardens, 4000 
Morikami Park Rd., Delray Beach. 40 
superb examples from a private collection. 
Museum hours: 10 am-5 pm/T-Sun. $12/
adults, $11/seniors, $7/children and college 
students. 495-0233.
3/23 - H1N1 Facts - An educational 
program about the history, facts and 
symptoms of the H1N1 Swine Flu is 
presented by the Palm Beach County 
Health Department and the Forest Park 
Beacon Center at the Boynton Beach City 
Library, 208 S. Seacrest Blvd.1-2:30 pm. 
Free. 742-6390.
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we go the extra mile!

Concierge Car Service
of the Palm Beaches, LLC

1438 West Lantana Road, Suite 291 • Lantana, FL 33462

Joyce Beauvais
Managing Partner

561.506.5523
service@ccsopb.com

Your personalized transportation independence!

Join the Concierge Car Service Club. We have Silver, Gold, Platinum
and Evening Only Memberships. Doctor, beauty, travel or social trips
and concierge services when you want in comfort, style and safety.

CLEANING SERVICES
B R A V O

• Maintenance & Maid Services
• Shopping & Party Host Available

• Affordable Rates / Residential & Commercial
• More Than 20 Years Experience

Excellent References • Satisfaction Guaranteed

561-364-4922 or 561-827-7046

Licensed and Insured #2001-15097

FREE ESTIMATES

In-Home Island
MASSAGE
Tricia Fitzpatrick

75 Minutes - $125

561-574-2569
patriciapearl@gmail.com  

Lic# MA 27403

State-certified general contractor
777 East Atlantic Avenue  • Delray Beach, FL 33483

License # CGC060433

(561) 245-1193 • boydo@yoyo.org 

Bringing you the 
latest advances in

hearing aid technology

Oticon • Starkey

Phonak • Siemens

Widex • GN Resound

Unitron • Rexton

MicroTech

Sonic Innovations 

830 S.E. 5th Ave. (Southbound Federal)
Delray Beach, FL • 561-276-7488

www.moorehearingaids.com

VOTED BEST HEARING AID CENTER 2009
–Delray Beach Forum

4201 S. Ocean Blvd., Suite H6
Palm Beach, FL 33480

WWW.TCOASTAL.COM
Email: TSS.GRP@GMAIL.COM

TRICOASTAL PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Your one stop for seasonal home maintenance,
upgrade management and vacant dwelling upkeep.

Tel: 561-247-5540 or 888-890-0640



3/23 - Meditation for Stress Reduction 
Seminar is presented by Jim Bandler 
as part of the Healthy Living Series at 
the Delray Beach Public Library, 100 W. 
Atlantic Ave. 2 pm. Free. 266-9490 or 
266-0194.
3/23 - No Minor Chords: My Life in 
Music  is presented by Andre Previn as 
part of the Esther B. O’Keeffe Lecture 
Series at The Society of the Four Arts 
Walter S. Gubelmann Auditorium, 2 Four 
Arts Plaza, Palm Beach. 2:30 pm. $25. 
655-7227.
3/23 - Fancy Time with Fancy Nancy 
- Ages 4 to grade 2 take an imaginary trip 
to Paris at the Boynton Beach City Library, 
208 S. Seacrest Blvd. 6:30-7:30 pm. Free. 
742-6393.
3/23 - Minor League Mom by Pamela 
Carey is discussed at the Boynton Beach 
City Library, 208 S. Seacrest Blvd. 6:30-8 
pm. Free. 742-6390.
3/23 - Linda Fairstein speaks and signs 
her new book, Hell Gate at Murder on the 
Beach Bookstore, 273 NE 2nd Ave., Delray 
Beach. 7 pm. Free. 279-7790.
3/23 - Celebration on the Piazza - 
Florida Stage’s annual fundraiser features 
dinner in Plaza del Mar’s piazza followed 
by a preview of Dr. Radio at Florida Stage, 
262 S. Ocean Blvd., Manalapan. $100 for 
the pre-party and show ($75 for under-40 
“Engenues”) to $275 for dinner, show and 
after-show dancing and dessert with cast 
and company. 5 pm with 7:30 pm premier 
preview. 585-3404.
Wednesday - 3/24 - Socio-Cultural 
Transformation in African Societies 
Seen through Studying Shipwrecks 
and the Slave Trade: Historical Effects 
We See in Florida is presented by Dr. 
Kira Kaulfmann at Gumbo Limbo Nature 
Center, 1801 N. Ocean Blvd., Boca Raton. 
Ages 14 and up. 7-8:30 pm. $5 donation 
recommended. Reservations: 391-8110.
3/24 - 12th Annual Honor Your Doctor 
Luncheon is held at Boca West Country 
Club, 20583 Boca West Drive, Boca Raton. 
Luncheon, awards, entertainment, raffles. 
All proceeds go to the Helen M. Babione 
Medical Scholarship Fund, which benefits 
local students attending FAU, Lynn 
University and Palm Beach State College. 
11:30 am. $65. 367-1019 or 416-5007. 
3/24 - Unbury the Spanish Wine Casks 
Wine Dinner is held at the Ritz-Carlton, 
100 S. Ocean Blvd., Manalapan. The Ritz 
co-hosts with the Historical Society 
of Palm Beach County. 6 pm/cocktail 
reception with hot and cold tapas, 7 pm/
five-course Spanish dinner with paired 
wines. $195. Seating limited. 540-4924.
3/24&25 - The Importance of Turkey is 
presented by Ambassador Mark Parris as 
part of the 2010 Lecture Series presented 
by the Community Affairs Advisory Board 
of South Palm Beach at South Palm Beach 
Town Hall, 3577 S. Ocean Blvd. 7:30 pm 
both evenings. $25. 588-8889.
Thursday - 3/25 - 12th Annual Old 
Bags Luncheon is held at The Breakers, 
1 South County Rd., Palm Beach. Joan 
Lunden is guest speaker. Benefits Center 
for Family Services of Palm Beach County. 
10:30 am. Silent auction of designer 
handbags and jewelry and raffle. $350. 
616-1269.
3/25 - Great Documentaries 
Film Series: Harlan County USA - 
Commentary by Assistant Director Mykal 
Banta at the Delray Beach Public Library, 
100 W. Atlantic Ave. 1 pm. Free. 266-9490 
or 266-0194.
3/25 - Robert Osborne - The host of 
Turner Classic Movies and author of 80 
Years of the Oscar will speak at the Crest 
Theatre at Old School Square, 51 N. 
Swinton Ave., Delray Beach. 2 pm. $25. 
243-7922 ext. 1.
3/25 - Peace Building & Conflict 
Resolution - Discuss world events as 
part of the Great Decisions Series at 
the Boynton Beach City Library, 208 S. 
Seacrest Blvd. 2-4 pm. Free. 742-6390.
3/25 - The Pre-historic Cave Paintings 
of Southwestern France is presented by 
Nancy Young as part of the 2010 Lecture 
Series at the J. Turner Moore Memorial 
Library, 1330 Lands End Rd., Manalapan. 6 
pm. $5/non-members. 588-7577.
3/25 - Hip Hip Hooray Super Hero Day 
is held with Kindermusik for ages 1-6 at 
The Intracoastal Park Clubhouse, 2240 

N. Federal Hwy, Boynton Beach. Come 
as your favorite super hero. 6-7 pm. $5/
resident, $7/non-resident. 742-6650.
3/25 - Your Government Failed You: 
Breaking the Cycle of National Security 
Disasters is presented by Richard A. 
Clarke at the Cohen Pavilion/Raymond 
F. Kravis Center for the Performing Arts, 
701 Okeechobee Blvd.,West Palm Beach. 
Hosted by the World Affairs Council of 
the Florida Palm Beaches. 6-7:45 pm. 
$30/non-members advance, $35/door. 
236-1825.
3/25 - La Fete du Masque fundraiser to 
benefit Palm Beach Harvest is held at The 
Paradiso restaurant, 625 Lucerne Ave., 
Lake Worth. Original art presentation, 
hors d’ oeuvres/sparking wines, four-
course dinner and silent auction. 6 pm/
reception. 7 pm/dinner. Black tie. $150/
person, $1,000/table of 10. 689-4090.
3/25-28 - Art in Bloom 2010: Art and 
Flowers in Harmony is held at the 
Norton Museum of Art, 1451 S. Olive, 
West Palm Beach. Show juxtaposes 
works of art with floral arrangements 
created by members of local garden 
clubs and professional floral designers. 
Museum hours. $10/members & $20/
non-members. Special events include: 
3/25- Preview night cocktail reception, 
$250; 3/26-Conversation and luncheon 
with Town & Country editor-in-chief 
Pamela Fiori, $125; 3/27- Conversation 
with landscape architect Raymond 
Jungles, $30; and conversation and tea 
with Michael Ereshena of The Special 
Event Resource and Design Group, $50; 
3/28-Conversation with garden designers 
and authors Renny Reynolds and Jack 
Staub, $30. Special ticket packages 
available. 832-5196, Ext. 1193.
Friday - 3/26 - Pre-K Make & Take: 
International Day of the Seal - Make 
seal masks at the Schoolhouse Children’s 
Museum, 129 E. Ocean Ave., Boynton 
Beach. Ages 2-5. 10:30 am-noon. $2.50 
plus museum admission. 742-6782.
3/26 - 19th Annual Love of Literacy 
Luncheon is presented by the Literacy 
Coalition of Palm Beach County at 
the Cohen Pavilion, Kravis Center, 701 
Okeechobee Blvd., West Palm Beach. 
Keynote speaker is Tony Plana. 11:30 am. 
$100. 776-7659.
3/26 - Palm Beach Opera Ball is held 
at Cafe Boulud, The Brazilian Court 

Hotel, 301 Australian Ave., Palm Beach. 
Cocktails, dinner, dancing and opera 
performances. 7 pm. $500. 833-3709 or 
www.pbopera.org.
3/26 - Showcase the Writing 
introduces new writers from the Writer’s 
Academy to the public at the Kravis Center 
for the Performing Arts, 701 Okeechobee 
Blvd., West Palm Beach. All genres of 
work are presented by professional actors 
who create “story-theater.” 7 pm. $10. 
832-7469. 
3/26 - Tom Lowe speaks and signs his 
new book, The 24th Letter at Murder on 
the Beach Bookstore, 273 NE 2nd Ave., 
Delray Beach. 7 pm. Free. 279-7790.
3/26 - Night Explorers Walk is held 
at Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, 1801 N. 
Ocean Blvd., Boca Raton. Families explore 
with a naturalist. Ages 7 +. 7-9 pm. $7/
member, $10 non-member. Reservations: 
391-8110.
3/26 - The Prisoner of Second Avenue 
(A Comedy by Neil Simon) is performed 
at The Delray Beach Playhouse, 950 NW 
9th St. through 4/11. 8 pm/T-Sat; 2 pm/
Sat&Sun. $25. 272-1281, Ext. 4.
Saturday - 3/27 - Terrarium: Indoor 
Gardening is held at Mounts Botanical 
Garden, 531 N. Military Trail, West 
Palm Beach. Design your own plant art 
piece. Supplies included. 9 am-noon. 
$45/members, $55/non-members. 
Registration deadline 3/15. 233-1757.
3/27 - Seashells: Little Wonders & Big 
Wonders - Introduce children to plants 
and animals with a hike, crafts and stories 
at the Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, 1801 
N. Ocean Blvd., Boca Raton. Ages 3 & 4, 
accompanied by an adult/9:30-10:30 am; 
Ages 5 & 6, accompanied by an adult/11-
noon. $7/members, $10/non-members. 
Offered again 4/1. Reservations: 391-8110.
3/27 - Narrated Bus Tour of Historic 
Delray Beach is offered by the Museum 
of Lifestyle & Fashion History. Tour 
departs from the Delray Beach Public 
Library, 100 W. Atlantic Ave. at 11 am. 
$15/adults. Free/children under 18. 
Reservations: 243-2662.
3/27&28 - 16th Annual Asian Food 
Fair & Cultural Show is held at Old 
School Square, 51 N. Swinton Ave., Delray 
Beach. Festival of Asian culture and 
food hosted by Bangladesh Association 
of Florida. 11:30 am-10 pm. Chinese 
acrobats, 2-3 pm both days. $10. Free/

children under 5. 876-2255 or www.asian-
fair.com.
3/27&28 - 17th Annual Pride Fest 
is held at Bryant Park, Lakeside Dr., 
Lake Worth. Food, merchandise and 
entertainment. 12-6 pm. Parade at noon 
Sunday. $5/advance. $7/gate. No pets. 
533-9699.

March 28-april 3
Sunday - 3/28 - Ice Cream Social at 
South Palm Beach Town Hall, 3577 S. 
Ocean Blvd. 2-4 pm. Free. 588-8889.
Monday - 3/29 - Passover begins at 
sunset.
3/29 - The Palm Beach Passover, First 
Seder is held at the Palm Beach Jewish 
Center, 205 Royal Palm Way, Palm Beach. 
$36/adult, $18/child. Second Seder: 3/30. 
7:30 pm. RSVP: 659-3884
3/29-30 - 13th Annual Downtown 
Delray Beach/Howard Alan Craft 
Festival - View and purchase  arts and 
crafts items from some of the nation’s top 
crafters at the Delray Beach Tennis Center, 
201 W. Atlantic Ave., Delray Beach. 10 
am-5 pm both days. Free. 954-472-3755.
3/29-4/2 - Surf & Turf Teen Camp is 
held at the Ezell Hester, Jr. Community 
Center, 1901 N. Seacrest Blvd., Boynton 
Beach. Outdoor games, swimming and 
video fun. 7:30 am-5:30 pm. $104/
resident, $130/non-resident. Registration: 
742-6550.
3/29-4/2 - Spring Break Surf Camp for 
ages 6 and over are offered at Oceanfront 
Park, 6415 N. Ocean Blvd., Ocean Ridge. 
8:30am-2 pm. $175/resident, $225/non-
resident. Includes all equipment including 
use of surfboards. Bring sunscreen and 
lunch. 742-6230.
Tuesday - 3/30 - Gyotaku - Recreate 
the traditional art of making fish prints 
at Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, 1801 N. 
Ocean Blvd., Boca Raton. All ages. Bring 
your own pre-washed shirt, canvas bag 
or pillowcase. 10 am-Noon. $9/members, 
$14 /non-members, $4 for each additional 
project. Reservations: 391-8110.
3/30 - Snapshots: Glimpse of America 
in Change is presented by Anna Deavere 
Smith as part of The Esther B. O’Keeffe 
Lecture Series at The Society of the Four 
Arts Walter S. Gubelmann Auditorium, 
2 Four Arts Plaza, Palm Beach. 2:30 pm. 
$25. 655-7227 or www.fourarts.org.
Wednesday - 3/31 - Tiny Turtles/
Kinder Turtles - Learn how sea turtles 
are similar to us at Gumbo Limbo Nature 
Center, 1801 N. Ocean Blvd., Boca Raton. 
Decorate a paper plate sea turtle to take 
home. Ages 3 & 4: 9:30-10:15 am. Ages 
5 & 6: 10:30-11:15 am. $4/members, $6/
non-members, free for accompanying 
adults. Offered again 4/3. Reservations: 
391-8110.
3/31 - Drop-in Craft Day at the Boynton 
Beach City Library, 208 S. Seacrest Blvd. 
Make an original art project. Grades K-5. 
4-5 pm. Free. 742-6393.
3/31 - Understanding Solar Energy 
for Your Home - program presented by 
a state certified solar contractor as part 
of the Green Series at the Delray Beach 
Public Library, 100 W. Atlantic Ave. 6:30 
pm. Free. 266-9490 or 266-0194.
Thursday - 4/1 - Leaf Printing - Learn 
to use a special sun-sensitive paper to 
produce leaf prints at Gumbo Limbo 
Nature Center, 1801 N. Ocean Blvd., Boca 
Raton. Ages 7 +. 3-4:30 pm. $7/members, 
$10/non-members. Reservations: 391-
8110.
4/1 - Surgical Weight Reduction 
Symposium is presented by Miguel 
Lopez-Viego, M.D., Medical Director of 
the Bethesda Center for Surgical Weight 
Reduction at Bethesda Memorial Hospital, 
2815 S. Seacrest Blvd., Boynton Beach. 
6:30 pm. Free. 737-7733 ext. 4688.
4/1 - Poet Forrest Gander speaks 
as part of Florida Atlantic University’s 
Literary Authors Series/2010 Lawrence 
A. Sanders Writer-in-Residence Program 
at the Mizner Park Cultural Arts Center, 
201 Plaza Real, Boca Raton. Free. 7 pm. 
297-2974.
4/1-3 - Beyond the Ordinary 
Workshop is taught by Sherry O’Neill 
in the Ocean Breeze Room/Crest Theatre 
building, 51 N. Swinton Ave., Delray 
Beach. Experimental abstract painting 
demonstrations and personal instruction. 

9:30 am-5 pm. $275. 243-7922, Ext. 317 or 
www.oldschool.org.
Friday - 4/2 - Parker Ladd’s Author 
Breakfast Series continues with Nell 
Irvin Painter, The History of White People 
and William Mann, How to be a Movie 
Star: Elizabeth Taylor in Hollywood at Cafe 
Boulud at The Brazilian Court Hotel, 301 
Australian Ave., Palm Beach. 8:45-10 am. 
$100 includes breakfast, parking and a 
copy of one of the featured books. 366-
4301.
4/2 - Pre-K Fun with Food: Egg 
Stamping - Kids sponge-stamp hard-
boiled eggs to create unique designs at 
the Schoolhouse Children’s Museum, 129 
E. Ocean Ave., Boynton Beach. Ages 2-5. 
10:30 am. $2.50 plus museum admission. 
742-6782. 
4/2 -Solar Science Field Trip - Meet 
at Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, 1801 
N. Ocean Blvd., Boca Raton and travel 
by van to Florida Atlantic University for 
a science lecture. Ages 7-adult. Adult 
must participate with children. 1-3:30 
pm. $7/members, $10 non-members. 
Reservations: 338-1473.
4/2 - Movies on the Ave. is held at the 
Ocean Avenue Amphitheatre, E. Ocean 
Ave. between Seacrest Blvd. and N.E. 1st 
St., Boynton Beach. Bring folding chairs. 
Food & drink available for purchase. No 
pets. 7-9 pm. Free. Movie TBD. 742-6246.
4/2-4 - Ocean Ave. Green Market is 
held at the Green Market Cafe, 400 E. 
Boynton Beach Blvd., Boynton Beach 
every Friday, Saturday & Sunday with 
bakery, deli and local produce. 10 am-3 
pm. 752-8598.
Saturday - 4/3 - Sand Sifters Beach 
Cleanup - Join in the beach cleanup at 
Oceanfront Park, 6415 N. Ocean Blvd., just 
north of Ocean Avenue in Ocean Ridge. 
Meet at the pavilion in the lower parking 
lot. 8-10:30 am. Free. 734-9128.
4/3 - Tropical Gardening Course with 
Gene Joyner is held at Mounts Botanical 
Garden, 531 N. Military Tr., West Palm 
Beach. Three session course continues on 
4/10 & 4/17 and includes plant selection, 
insect and disease control and lawn 
maintenance. 8-11 am. $40/members, 
$50/non-members. 233-1757.
4/3 - Delray Greenmarket - New 
downtown location in the street on SE 
4th Ave. just south of Atlantic Ave. Every 
Saturday. 8 am-1 pm.  276-7511.
4/3 - Oceanside Farmers Market - 
A1A and Lake Ave., Lake Worth. Open 
Saturdays year-round. 8 am-1 pm. 547-
3100.
4/3 - Surf Saturdays are held at 
Oceanfront Park, 6415 N. Ocean Blvd., 
Ocean Ridge for beginner surfers 6-years 
and older. Bring sunscreen, bottled 
water and water shoes. 8:30-10 am. $25/
resident, $31/non-resident. 742-6650.
4/3 - Easter Bonnet Doggie Parade is 
held at Old School Square, 51 N. Swinton 
Ave., Delray Beach. Dress your dog for 
multiple categories. 9 am. $2 donation 
benefits Animal Rescue Force. 276-7511.
4/3 - Easter Egg Hunt and Egg Roll 
is held on the South Lawn of Whitehall, 
Flagler Museum, Cocoanut Row and 
Whitehall Way, Palm Beach. 9 am/egg roll 
at 10am. Children encouraged to bring 
Easter egg basket. $5/children, $15/adults. 
655-2833.
4/3 - Gymnastics Classes for ages 
4-16 are held every Saturday at the Ezell 
Hester, Jr. Community Center, 1901 N. 
Seacrest Blvd., Boynton Beach. Develop 
strength, flexibility and coordination. 
Ages 4-5: 10-11 am; ages 8-16: 11-Noon. 
Classes run through 5/8. $57/resident, 
$71/non-resident. Registration: 742-6550.
4/3 - Easter Egg Hunt is held at Bryant 
Park, 14th Ave. S. and S. Lakeside Drive, 
Lake Worth. 10 am-1 pm. Free. 533-7363.
4/3 - Spring Egg-Stravaganza is held 
at the Ezell Hester, Jr. Community Center, 
1901 N. Seacrest Blvd., Boynton Beach. 
Face painting, games and hunting for 
eggs. 10 am-1 pm. Free. 742-6550.
4/3 - Start Smart Baseball is held at 
Catherine Strong Park, 1500 SW 6th St., 
Delray Beach for ages 3-5. 4-week class. 
10:30-11:30 am. $20/residents and $25/
non-residents. 243-7194.
4/3-4 - Artists in the Park is held at 
Veterans Park, 802 NE 1st St., Delray 
Beach. 10 am-4:30 pm. Free. 843-2311.
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Protests inspire different beach attire 
TOP: The “South Florida Raging Grannies” lead a group of 
over 30 participants in joining hands along Delray’s beach to 
protest off-shore oil drilling in Florida on Feb. 13.
BOTTOM: Delray Beach Police Officer Adam Whiting sits 
on his ATV as Claudia Kellersch and her son Alexander 
join about a dozen other naturists protesting the lack of  a 
clothing optional beach in Palm Beach County. The police 
made no arrests during the Feb. 11 protest.  Photos by Jerry 
Lower & Tim Stepien.



Blackman’s on the water. 
    Of course, when your 
playground is the ocean, 
things happen and what 
happened recently was this: 
Stephen Howard Schafer, 38, 
himself a bit of a bohemian 
sort, was attacked by sharks 
Feb. 3 while kitesurfing off 
Stuart Beach. He died after a 
lifeguard pulled him to shore. 
     Unusual? Yes. 
     Unnerving? Perhaps. 
     “We were in the water 
at the very same time that 
happened,” said Blackman, 
also an inventor who was 
giving a lesson to local 
Internet entrepreneur John 
Ferber at the time. “That part 
was pretty weird.” 
     Blackman said the day 
after the accident, he took 
his 81-year-old mom to the 
grocery story and steered 
her clear of her usual stop 
at the newspaper rack. He 
didn’t want her reading about 
Schafer. 
     “She heard about it anyway 
on TV,”he said. 
     Ferber, 36, admits the 
timing left him a bit unsettled. 
“You’re always thinking, 
‘I hope there’s not a shark 
out there.’ ” But he’d been 

watching folks like Blackman 
kitesurf for years and had 
finally decided he “just 
couldn’t handle it anymore.” 
He was going to learn. 
     Ferber went to Costa Rica 
for seven days, but the weather 
was too calm to get any surf 
time in. When he got back, 
he hired Blackman as an 
instructor. 
     “There is so much pent-up 
desire for me to do this, I’m 
not going to be deterred.” 
said Ferber, who said he was 
surprised by the difficulty of 
kitesurfing. 
     “I’m still working on the 
fundamentals,” he said. “It 
requires a lot of training.” 
     And that’s why guys like 
Blackman and another local 
kitesurfer, Tyrone Halfhill, 
38, of Briny Breezes, go out as 
often as they can. “It’s a heck 
of a rush,” said Halfhill, who 
said he’s had only one skittish 
moment while kitesurfing. 
Back in 2005, he was off 
Boynton Beach and saw that 
he was in the water with some 
migrating sharks. He got out 
and walked home. 
     “That just got to me,” he 
said. 
     Blackman said the way 
they’re positioned “up on the 
board, skimming the surface, 
legs not dangling in the ocean” 
he feels it’s safer than surfing, 

shark-wise. 
     But of course — as we 
learned from the recent 
Olympics — for every 
daredevil kid, there’s a 
supportive parent. 
     Mikee Rulli, Tyrone 
Halfhill’s mother, said she’s 
whispered a lot of prayers 
through the years. 
     “I have four sons,” Rulli 
said. “And every one of 
them has told me, ‘Mama, 
if anything ever happens to 
me, I’ll die doing what I love 
doing.’ ” 
     “That young man up in 
Stuart, he died doing what he 
loved best.”
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Billy Blackman shows off the tools of the trade, a 5-meter 
sail that uses air-filled ridges for stability, and a twin-finned 
board.  Photo by Jerry Lower

Continued from page 1

KITESURFING:

Former Pope house sells
at nearly half-price

Real Estate

A Manalapan home 
purchased last year for $22.4 
million has sold for about half 
its previous sale price: $12 
million. The eight-bedroom, 
15-bathroom estate at 1370 
S. Ocean Blvd. was sold to 
Illinois-based MGM Design 
LLC. 

Bunny Hiatt and Jack 
Elkins of Engel & Völkers 
in Manalapan represented 
the buyer.  According to 
Hiatt, “Timing and market 
conditions played greatly 
to our clients favor in 
acquiring the property, even 
at the asking price… it was a 
tremendous value for the area.”

The 31,000-square-foot 
house is on three acres 
of ocean-to-Intracoastal 
Waterway land. It has 305 feet 
of ocean and lake frontage, 
a tennis court and a dock. It 
has a market value of $20.2 
million according to the 
Palm Beach County Property 
Appraiser’s Office and had 
been offered by Germantown-
Seneca Joint Venture, for $16.9 
million. Carol Hickman of 
Sotheby’s International Realty, 
represented the owner.

The home was built by 
National Enquirer founder and 
publisher Generoso Pope Jr. 
and his wife, Lois, in the early 
1970s. In 1995, Delray Beach 
developer Frank McKinney 
bought it for $15 million, 
renovated it and sold it the 
next year to Daniel Gittleman 

for $27.5 million. In 2004, 
McKinney reacquired the 
estate for $19 million and then 
sold it for $22.4 million to 
Peter and Tamara Lowes. The 
Loweses sold the house in June 
2009 to Germantown-Seneca 
for an amount almost equal to 
existing Bank of America liens 
on the property, according 
to Palm Beach County tax 
records.

— Mary Kate Leming

FREE ESTIMATES
customerservice@tritonfl.com
Lic. # CBC1256860

561-282-0440
www.tritonassoc.com
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Buy one dinner, get the second one free!
w/purchase of 2 beverages, gratuity will be added, some exclusions apply.

Sunday through Thursday excluding holidays

*New* Indoor Martini Bar 
Friday – Sunday • 4 p.m. - Close

• Daily Specials
• Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner, 7 days a week
• Happy Hour and Nightly Dinner Specials
• Wednesday – Live Piano from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m.
• Thursday – Karaoke on The Beach from  7 p.m. – 10 p.m.
• Friday – Live DJ  from 7 p.m. – 10 p.m.
• Sunday – Live Band on The Ocean  from 2 p.m. – 5 p.m.

A family-owned business
Serving South Florida 

Since 1977

Residential & Commercial
Outdoor Furniture

Restrapping 
& Refinishing Services

Umbrellas
Custom Cushions
Beach Furniture
Parts & Supplies

Hammocks
Outdoor Lamps, Clocks

& Accent Pieces

1815 South Federal Hwy.
Boynton Beach

Located 1/2 block South of
Woolbright Rd. on Federal Hwy.

(561) 734-1884

P H O N E   5 6 1 . 8 1 9 . 6 9 5 8  |  C E L L   9 5 4 . 9 3 7 . 7 2 1 2
E M A I L   S T E WA R T @ PA R K V I E W P R O P E R T I E S . C O M

PANORAMIC OCEAN AND INTRACOASTAL VIEWS IN

D E L R A Y  B E A C H
WATERFRONT LIVING: This custom remodeled, one of a kind residence
features an urban, open floor plan style. It is within a short walk to the

beach and to downtown Delray. Soundproofed with a home theatre and
office, this home is the ultimate for entertaining your friends and family.
Gorgeous master suite. 1 bedroom, 11⁄2 bath.  State of the art electronics

throughout and extraordinary woodworking details. Fabulous kitchen
with cherry cabinetry and granite with plenty of room for cooking,

baking and delighting your guests. Beautifully furnished.

A N I N C R E D I B L E P R I C E A N D VA L U E $695,000

B A R  H A R B O U R

CALL JEREMY STEWART, LICENSED BROKER ASSOCIATE
FOR YOUR PERSONAL TOUR

Along the Coast

By Nirvi Shah

Although the weather feels 
like anything but spring, sea 
turtles are already arriving 
along the coast for the year’s 
nesting trek.

Sea turtle nesting season 
officially began March 1 and 
lasts until Oct. 31, but the 
first reports of a leatherback 
crawling onto shore happened 
Feb. 11 in Miami-Dade 
County, according to Paul 
Davis, environmental manager 
for Palm Beach County’s 
Environmental Resource 
Management Department.

Most sea turtle species 
— leatherbacks, greens, 
hawksbills and Kemp’s ridley 
turtles are endangered, with 
one, loggerheads, listed as 
threatened. That makes each 
year’s egg-laying event critical 
to keeping the animals going.

Many fragile hatchlings 
continue to be led astray by 
distracting beach lighting, 
which lures them toward the 
mainland instead of the sea. 
Going off course means losing 
precious energy the tiny turtles 
will need when they hit the 
water, where they spend hours 
swimming into open waters, 
safe from predators close to 
shore.

“This is the time to turn the 
lights off,” Davis said. “Check 
your property. Take a walk 
along the beach at night. If you 
can see lights, then the turtles 
can see lights.”

A county study completed 
last year showed 40 percent of 
properties along the county’s 
45-mile coast were violating 
the county’s sea turtle lighting 
ordinance in some way. The 
county only polices 6 miles of 
the coast, including cities that 
have agreed to let the county 
do so, leaving other coastal 
municipalities to handle 
lighting issues on their own.

“Our goal is not that there 
not be any lights out there. 
There are ways that you can 
illuminate your property by 
redirecting the lights, placing 
lights at lower elevation, and 
changing out the bulb type 
and the fixture type,” he said.

In Ocean Ridge, Town 
Manager Ken Schenck said 
residents have already received 
a reminder about lighting via 
the town newsletter and Web 
site.

“Most of the residents 
are aware of it,” he said. 
“Sometimes, vacationers are 
down here and aren’t aware.”

Beachgoers should steer 
clear of sea turtle nests, Davis 
said. It’s unlawful for anyone 
but permit holders to touch 
nests, signs or stakes around 
sea turtle nests. If you see a 
turtle laying her eggs, leave her 
alone. It could take up to three 
hours for her to lay more than 
100 eggs the size of pingpong 
balls.

When you leave the beach, 
take toys and lounge chairs 
with you and make sure 
sailboats and other vessels 
or watercraft are out of sea 
turtles’ way to keep the 
creatures from running into 
them or becoming entangled.

People who want to build 
sand castles or dig in the sand 
shouldn’t do so on the sandy 
part of the beach, where they 
could disturb the turtles.

“If you want to build a sand 
castle,” he said, “do it on the 
wet part of the beach.”

•
If you see a dead sea turtle 

or a sea turtle in distress, call 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Commission toll free, 1-888-
404-3922

For questions or advice 
about beach lighting, call the 
Department of Environmental 
Resources Management, 
561-233-2400.

Be alert to turtles’ needs 
during nesting season
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Benjamin and Dorothy Polyes of 
South Palm Beach attend the 2nd 
annual reception for the Helen K. 
Persson Endowment Society for the 
Raymond F. Kravis Center for the 
Performing Arts in West Palm Beach 
on Jan. 26. Photo provided

Celebrations

“Laugh with the Library 
Chapter 4’’ was held Jan. 29 
at the Delray Beach Marriott 
and raised over $40,000 to 
enhance the Delray Beach 
Public Library’s programs 
for children and teens. 
Enjoying the casual night of 
dining, drinks and comedy, 
were board members John 
Burke, Robert Currie, Brian 
Cheslack, Elaine Roegge, 
comedian Rocky LaPorte, Co-
Chairpersons Heidi Sargeant, 
Becky Walsh, comedian 
Angela Manfredi and Sandy 
Simon. Photo provided

Elaine Morris, Andrea von Eitzen, Lisa Tiernan and JoAnn Peart enjoyed the The Sandoway House 
Nature Center’s Dancing with the Sandoway Stars annual gala Feb. 6 at the Ocean Club in Ocean 
Ridge. The gala raised $40,000 through silent auction and ticket sales. Photo provided

Gulf Stream School 
eighth-grader Olivia 
Gaudree is one of only 
four students in America 
recognized by the USA 
Today Sportsmanship 
Essay Contest on March 
2.  Read her touching 
winning essay at www.
thecoastalstar.ning.com. 
Family photo

Michael and Lisa 
Tiernan of Delray 
Beach and Charles 
and Sheryl Ranson 
of Tallahassee are 
delighted to announce 
the engagement of their 
children, Elizabeth 
Whitaker Tiernan and 
Alexander Hunter 
Ranson.

Whitney is a graduate 
of Lawrenceville School, 
Lawrenceville, N.J., 
and the University of 
North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill, N.C.  Alex is a graduate 
of Lawrence Free State High 
School, Lawrence, Kan., and the 
University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, N.C.

The couple resides in 
New York City where she is 
a director of merchandise 
planning at Polo Ralph Lauren, 
and he is employed by Credit 
Suisse, working in the area 
of leveraged finance capital 
markets.

Whitney is the 
granddaughter of Douglas 
Warner Shook (deceased) and 
Elizabeth Shook Howell and H. 
Scott Howell of Alexander City, 

Ala., and John William Tiernan 
(deceased) and Lynda Tiernan 
Stokes of Gulf Stream.  Alex is 
the grandson of the Rev. Arthur 
Jones Ranson, Jr. and Lillian 
Rigby Ranson (both deceased) 
of Apopka and Harold Alfred 
Scott (deceased) and Letitia 
Scott Sanders (deceased) and 
V. Troy Sanders of Long Beach, 
N.Y.

 The wedding will take 
place at the First Presbyterian 
Church of Delray Beach in late 
April.  After a wedding trip to 
the Caribbean the couple will 
reside in New York City.

Engagement
Elizabeth Whitaker Tiernan                 
Alexander Hunter Ranson

Helen Babione, 
Eileen Augustyn 
and Peggy 
Martin, co-
chaired the Feb. 
8 ‘Circle of Hope’ 
fundraiser for 
the Women’s 
Circle, Inc. Held 
at Benvenuto’s in 
Boynton Beach, 
the gala raised 
$120,000. Photo 
by Jerry Lower

D O W N T O W N
D E L R A Y  B E A C H
F L O R I D A ’ S  A R T S  V I L L A G E

downtowndelraybeach.com

March 18: Savor the Avenue
March 22 - 28: Delray Beach Film Festival

March 27 - 28: Asian Food Fair & Cultural Show
March 27: Take It Easel

Visit our website for more information on the restaurants,  
galleries, boutiques and cultural experiences in Delray Beach.

E X P E R I E N C E
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Listening in as the 14th 
Dalai Lama of Tibet spoke at 
Florida Atlantic University in 
Boca Raton, it didn’t take me 
long to decide on nuances to 
share that might be different 
from others in the crush 
of media. Among the most 
striking was the juxtaposition 
of the man and the kids.

Students comprised the 
majority of the 3,000 at the 
FAU Center Feb. 24. Elsewhere 
on campus, another 2,500 
students and faculty watched 
a simulcast in the auditorium. 
What a good thing, I thought 
as I watched them pay rapt 
attention, that they are getting 
to hear this wonderful human 
being.

The 74-year-old exiled 
Tibetan Buddhist leader is the 
personification of humility 
spawned of wisdom. “Some 
people regard me as all-
knowing,” he said. “But I don’t 
know what is going to happen 
tomorrow.”

Most pleasantly surprising 
was the sage’s humor. No 
stuffed robe he. That became 
apparent a few minutes into his 
hour-long talk-and-question 
session as he removed his shoes 
to adopt a lotus position in the 
oversized chair.

This was not the occasion to 
discuss Tibet’s occupation by 
China that has made him an 
exile. His message was about 
how compassion leads to peace 
and begins in each individual. 
“We need peaceful resolution,” 
he said, “in order to carry out 
real dialogue.”

I was aware that as a result 

of meetings of major world 
religious leaders, the Dalai 
Lama was close with two of 
my recently deceased heroes: 
Chiara Lubich, who became 
known as the “Blessed Lady” 
of the worldwide Catholic lay 
movement the Focolare, and 
Imam W.D. Mohammed, who 
was eulogized as “America’s 
Imam.”

I wished I could have asked 
him about the loss of his 
friends. I also lamented who 
could replace such spiritual 
giants among humanity 
including him, who many call 
“His Holiness.”

Initial cloudy thoughts 
quickly gave way to sunshine 
musings about the kids who 
shared such a rare space with 
him.

It was a joy to see the 
students’ pensive faces as 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
planted good seeds for what 
comes next.

Not to make any 
comparisons, but who, when 
he was in college, predicted the 
presidency of Mrs. Obama’s 
son? The message of the sage of 
Tibet, and the students’ respect 
for it, served as yet another 
reminder that for humanity, the 
best is yet to come.

C.B. Hanif is a writer, editor 
and media 
and inter-
religious affairs 
consultant. 
Find him 
at www.
interfaith21.
com.

InterFaith21

Pensive student crowd 
hears message of peace

   Managing All Your Nursing Needs

Our Services Include:

• Daily Activities At Home
       (meal preparation, light housekeeping)

• Assisted Living

• Personal Care (bathing, dressing)

• Chronic Illness/Disability

• Pregnancy/Newborn Care

• End of Life/Hospice Care

• Physical Mobility

Florida State
License #30211420

TM

561-272-8046
Representatives are Available 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week
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• Registered Nurses
• L.P.N.
• CNA/HHA

• Companions
• Homemakers
• Errand Services

www.abilitynursing.com

The Dalai Lama 
speaking to 
students and 
faculty at FAU.  
Photo by 
Carey Wagner, 
Sun-Sentinel



Years ago, I attended the 
Palm Beach County Fair and, 
on impulse, adopted a dwarf 
silver-coated bunny who’d 
received a second-place ribbon. 
I was a reporter for the Sun-
Sentinel, fated to finish second 
in many journalism contests. 
Being a byline bridesmaid, I 
felt an instant affinity for this 
bridesmaid bunny, whom I 
named Huny Buny (misspelled 
on purpose).

Although I had grown 
up with dogs and cats, I was 
clueless on how to care for a 
rabbit.

Quickly, I learned that 
baseboards and phone cords 
are no match for her need to 
chew, chew, chew. Huny Buny 
was sweet and smart — she 
learned on her own how to 
use a litter box — but she 
was lonely. She loved quietly 
hopping behind my cat 
Samantha and lightly nipping 
her rear to send her skyward in 
what can only be described as 
Bunny Humor 101.

Realizing I was a lousy 
bunny owner, I was fortunate 
to place Huny Buny with a 
savvy rabbit expert in Lake 
Worth. She was looking for 
a buddy for her male bunny, 
who was neutered. Huny 
Buny adapted easily to her 
new home, probably relieved 
to be rid of my rookie bunny 
mistakes.

I make this confession in 
an effort to prevent the same 
adopt-a-bunny impulse in 

readers as the celebration of 
Easter approaches. In fact, if 
Megan Chaney or Luisa Sheer 
had their wish, people in Palm 
Beach County would heed the 
motto: “Make mine chocolate” 
— as in bunny-shaped candy 
— instead of dashing out and 
adopting baby bunnies for 
themselves or their children.

“Sure, bunnies are cute 
when they are babies and 
it is easy to fall in love with 
them,” says Sheer, of Ocean 
Ridge. “But they do grow up 
and they are a lot of work. You 
need to be willing to make a 
commitment to care for them 
as you would do for a dog or 
a cat, because bunnies live, on 
average, 10 years.”

Sheer declares her family 
includes seven rabbits — all 
rescues — who display a wide 
range of personalities.

“I call them my seven little 
dwarfs because one is happy, 
one is sad, one is grouchy and 
so on,” she says. “Never in 
my life would I think I would 
be taking care of a bunny, let 
alone seven. I love them and 
know the work involved to 
keep them happy and healthy.”

Part of her bunny savvy 
is due to her connection to 
Chaney, of Lake Worth, who 
is the founder of Luv-A-Bun 
Rabbit Rescue, a nonprofit 
group that rescues abandoned 
and neglected rabbits who are 
fostered, provided medical 
care, socialized and spayed or 
neutered before being adopted. 

“Our goal is to educate 
people about rabbits as pets 
and to find quality, indoor 
permanent homes for our 
fostered rabbits,” says Chaney, 
the proud owner of three 
rescued rabbits named Sparkle, 
Sprinkles and Hero. “We’re 
pretty strict on who gets to 
adopt. If someone tells me, 
‘Oh, my child wants a bunny,’ 
I respond, ‘Do you want a 
bunny?  — because you will 
be the caretaker.’ ”She shares 
some bunny facts:

• Yes, bunnies can learn to 
hop on a leash and harness, 
but don’t expect them to heel 
nicely like your well-mannered 
mutt.

• Use recycled newspaper 
pellets, not clay litter used for 
cats because clay litter is bad 
for a rabbit digestive system if 
ingested.

• Place some hay on top of 
the litter box because rabbits 
“like to eat while they poop 
and poop while they eat.” 

• Take your pet rabbit for 
annual wellness exams with 
a veterinarian trained to treat 
exotic animals.

• Spay or neuter your 
rabbit. Females are capable 
of becoming pregnant again 
within an hour of giving birth.

• Timothy hay ranks as the 
most important food for a pet 
rabbit, followed by romaine 
lettuce and store-bought rabbit 
pellets. 

• Bunnies aren’t noisy like 
barking beagles, but they can 
quietly chew a baseboard 
in less than a minute if not 
properly supervised. 

Chaney hopes to pass on 
her knowledge to pet lovers in 
Palm Beach County. Currently, 
rescued rabbits are cared for 
in foster homes, but the goal 
is to raise money for a rabbit 
shelter in the county. Look for 
a fund-raising bunny calendar 
to come out for 2011.

“Around Easter time, we 
concentrate more on education 

than adoption,” says Chaney. 
“Bunnies can make wonderful 
pets and we’re here to help 
answer any questions you 
might have about their care or 
personalities. I tell people that 
however much time you put 
into your bunny is how much 
you get out of your bunny.” 

 Arden Moore, an 
animal behavior consultant, 
editor, author and professional 
speaker, happily shares her 
home with two dogs, two cats 
and one overworked vacuum 
cleaner. Tune in to her “Oh 

Behave!” show 
on Pet Life 
Radio.com 
and contact 
her at arden@
ardenmoore.
com.
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Paws up for Pets

Jim and Chop Chop invite 
you to check out the Dogs of 
Old Ocean Blvd. slideshow of 
over 100 canines and their 

people at:
www.thecoastalstar.ning.

com

Hop over here to learn more
Want to adopt a bunny or volunteer 
in rabbit rescue? Visit the Web site 
of  Luv-A-Bun Rabbit Rescue (www.
loveabun.net), a nonprofit group 
based in Palm Beach County.
This group posts rabbit videos on 
YouTube at  www.youtube.com/
user/luvabun. To learn more, contact 
founder Megan Chaney at 561-596-
8175 or info@luvabun.net.

Learn before you leap 
into the bunny life

Is my dog a good therapy pet candidate?
Even if you love visiting hospitals and schools, you need to 

candidly assess if your dog really wants to be a therapy dog. 
Dogs who thrive in therapy work:
• Genuinely enjoy interacting with all types of people, 

including children and ill individuals in wheelchairs.
• Welcome being petted and touched.
• Heed obedience commands, especially sit, leave it and stay. 
• Remain calm and do not become startled by strange sounds, 

smells or sights of hospitals and nursing homes.
• Get along with other dogs, as some therapy programs bring 

in teams of dogs.
• Show enthusiasm when fitted with their therapy jackets and 

when they enter a facility.

Therapy dogs are licensed and bonded. They must be well 
groomed, healthy and up to date on their vaccinations. They must 
also complete the AKC Canine Good Citizenship test ( www.akc.
org/events/cgc/index.cfm). 

Learn more from these nonprofit organizations that offer 
therapy programs throughout North America:

• Therapy Dogs International: Based in Flanders, N.J., and 
founded in 1976. Visit  www.tdi-dog.org or call 973-252-9800.

• Delta Society: Based in Bellevue, Wash., and founded in 1977. 
Visit www.deltasociety.org or call 425-679-5500.

• Therapy Dogs, Inc.: Based in Cheyenne, Wyo., and founded in 
1990. Visit  www.therapydogs.com or call 877-843-7364.

Therapy dog resources

Oreo, a purebreed dutch male is partners with Cookie, a dwarf 
mix. They are a bonded pair ready for adoption at Luv-A-Bun 
Rabbit Rescue.  Photo provided

On the Web
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House of the Month
Each month, The Coastal Star 
features a home for sale in our 
community. The House of the 
Month is presented as a service 
to our advertisers, and provides 
readers with a peek inside one  of 
our very special homes.

Seaside retreat offers grand ocean vista
Located on a private, European 

style street in Ocean Ridge, this 
Hamptons’-inspired home has 
been professionally designed and 
furnished to exude a casual and 
relaxed lifestyle. 

Respectfully built, this 
oceanfront cottage-style estate 
combines a unique location 
and the convenience of being 
close to world class shopping, 
first rate restaurants and Palm 
Beach International Airport. 
Surrounded by a picket fence, 
the warmth and elegance from 
the interior is carried externally 
to the outdoor spa, Chicago 
brick driveway and native beach 
plantings as well as street-side 
green space. 

Interior details include custom 
hardware, professionally designed 
closets, French doors and master 
carpentry. $9,750,000.

To view this outstanding home 
first hand; call Tina Smith, Broker 
Associate: cell 561.414.3177 or 
Candace Friis, Broker Associate: 
561.573.9966. Corcoran Group 
Real Estate: 1177 George Bush 
Boulevard, Suite 101, Delray 
Beach, FL 561-278-0433. www.
corcoran.com/southflorida

ABOVE: Entertain a large party 
with the beauty of the ocean 
views (and your latest recipe, 
of course) in the expansive 
dining area that exudes old 
world feeling and custom 
craftsmanship. Saturnia 
marble floors.

LEFT: Second floor 
master suite with private 
oceanside balcony providing 
unobstructed views of the 
ocean. Fireplace and spa-
inspired bath.
 

FAR LEFT: An open gourmet 
kitchen with top of the line 
stainless appliances and 
granite counters, work island 
and dramatic copper hood 
over the 6-burner gas stove.   
LEFT: A study to envy: even 
doing paperwork here would 
be enjoyable!  

Poised directly on the ocean with 180 degrees of extraordinarily intimate, yet sweeping views of the Atlantic Ocean.
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CASCADES - BOYNTON BEACH
Estate sale in great 55+gated golf community with all the
amenities.  Low HOA, no equity or membership fees. Largest
model single family home in the community, 4 bedroom, 2.5
bath, 2 car garage Offered at $339,000

DREAM HOUSE
This is THE Best of Everything! 17,000 sq. ft. lot, 8,000 sq. ft. of
Luxury living and relaxing space. 4 bedroom main house, 
2 Bedroom guest house. 6 car state of the art garage with
Hydraulic lifts for the car collector, game room, office, gourmet
kitchen with true butlers pantry and wine room. New
Construction with the style and design everyone desires.

$2,950,000

OCEAN RIDGE COTTAGE
A barefoot stroll to the sand from this 1950’s beach cottage
east of A1A. 2/1/1/ on a 10,000 square foot lot. Enjoy as is or
build new, ocean views possible. $895,000

TOSCANA – HIGHLAND BEACH
Watch the sunrise and the sunset from this 3 bedroom 
3.5 bath designer decorated condo. Being offered turnkey this
11th floor stunner  features 2,880 sq ft of luxury living in a
white glove building offering all the amenities including valet
parking, concierge service, 2 pools, beach club, fitness center
and more. $1,595,000 

WALK TO THE BEACH – UPDATED
Great Ocean Ridge property, east of A1A, 3/2 with heated
pool, updated kitchen & baths, upstairs master with loft,
lovely covered loggia-- all just steps to the sand. Move in 
and head to the beach!               $ 815,000

DIRECT OCEANFRONT-DELRAY BEACH
Lowest price direct oceanfront single family home on the
beach in Delray. 6000+ sq feet of living space, 6 bedroom
home with endless ocean views and 100 ft of beachfront all
within walking distance to Atlantic Ave  restaurants and 
shopping. Offered at $4,995,000

SOUTH PALM BEACH CHARMER
Lovely 2/2 with screened & covered patio, this 1st floor
charmer at the Intracoastal complex of Palm Beach Villas
features tile floors, new plantation shutters, small pets ok,
and no age restrictions. Reduced to $189,000

DUNE DECK PENTHOUSE
Big  ocean views from this 1 bedroom 1.5 bath penthouse
directly on the sand in  South Palm Beach.  Bright, light and
airy with large master, open living dining area and spacious
kitchen with built-in office area.  Owner is motivated and says
"bring all offers" Offered at $299,000

VAL COZ
Ocean Ridge Resident

since 1985

Specializing in 
Coastal Properties from

Palm Beach to Delray

561.386.8011
vcoz@fiteshavell.com

LAS BRISAS TOWNHOME
Fabulous 3 bedroom townhome in great intracoastal 
community – spacious, bright and totally updated, screened
covered porch, private garden, super clean, enormous master
suite, pets ok, all ages. Available annually for $2,100/mo.
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Search Now at www.FITESHAVELL.COM
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DELRAY OCEANFRONT RENTAL
This luxurious fully furnished 5 bedroom 5 bath home sits on
1 acre of direct oceanfront and has just received a full
makeover and is ready for vacationers. New furnishings and
finishes throughout, designer decorated with pool on the
beach. Available monthly  at $20,000 – call for weekly rates.

LIVE AT THE BEACH
100 FEET OF DEEDED BEACH ACCESS STEPS FROM YOUR
FRONT DOOR. Totally updated 4/3/1 pool home on oversize
lot. Two master suites- one on 1st floor, one on 2nd; great
updated open kitchen, beautiful modern baths, move right in!

$1,350,000
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